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VVhen Chciſt Calls, 

Leſt he withdraw in a diſcontent, | 
BEING | 

The Sum of (ome SERMONS[| 
upon Cart. 5, and the beginning. 


By 7. B. Miniſter of the Goſpel. "mY 3 
Rev. 3. 20s. Bebold, 1 flard at the door, and knock + If | 


any max bear my voice, aud open the door, 1'will come in 
to bim, and will ſup with bim, and be with we. 
Marth. 23. 393 38, 39. O Feru a jromge-< 198 thou that 
iIeft the prophets, and them which are ſent unto 
thee, bow often would 1 fo gathered thy childres toge= | 
ther, even as a ben gathereth ber chickens under ber 


wings, azd ye would not ? Bebold,your bouſe is left un- \ 


to you deſolate. For- 1 ſay unto you, Ye ſhalt not ſetme 


bexceforth, till ye ſhall /ay, Bleſſed i is be that comtth in 
the Name of the Lord. 


Plal. 95. 9, $.. 7 day if you will bear bis voice, beds | 
not your bearts. . 
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| HINT 
To Mrs. F. D. the Author 


wiſheth all increaſe of Grace 
and Peace. : - 


' 1 HonouredFriend, 
1 JT ws at your requeſt, and the earneſt re- - 
| queſt of ſome of your Friends, that I was 
| Induced to publiſh theſe following Sermons. 
The reaſon whereof T ſuppoſe to be, becauſe 
your beart was ( in ſome meaſure ) opened 
to, and affetted with the voice of Chrift in bis 
Word, when you beard it. I muſt confeſs, the 
matter or ſubjed berein treated of, is very ſweet 
81d precious, and ſuch as may well warm the 
frozen beart of any, that bath the leaſt drachm 
of ſincere love, either of complacency in, or cons- 
miſeration to Chriſt, To ſee how -ready Chriſt 
is to coudeſcend to the requeſts of bis Spouſe, bow 
ſweetly, and with what melting :*7 irreſiftible 
Arguments, be wooes ber + bo,” . .. 2 and plenti- 
ful be is in the emanations of bis Grace and 
Kindneſs towards ber: And then on the other © 
hand to conſider, bow ſleightly ſhe looks upon 
bim, bow little account ſhe makes of bim; and 
bow ſhe makes bim dance attendance at ber door... 
A 3 with. 


with many other circumſtances of ber unkind- 
ft ani withdl' ts obnfider the danger and 
hazard which ſhe runs, by ber unkind bebavi- 
aur towards Chrift. : Theſe Conſiderations 
(wbich are the ſubjef of the enſuing Diſcourſe ) 
being ſeriouſly weighed by a Soul that bath any 
love for, or breathings sfter Chrift ( among the | 
number of which, T bope,T may truely reckon you ) þ 
cannot chooſe butt in ſome meaſure awaken the 
ſleepy Soul, and warm the cold and frozen Af- 
felttons. This effeft I perceive the Word bad ; 
upors you 3 for which you owe the thanks and | |; 
Proſe 40 the Spirit of Grace; which accompanied | ; 
the Word to your heart, aud gave it entertain- | 1 
ment there. For man fpeaks only tothe ear, it | ( 
is God that freaks to the beart: Tow baving | | 
therefore talled the ſweetneſs of this Word your | | 
4 

[- 

8; 
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ſelf; defired the communication of it to others, | 
who bad uot the apportantity ( with you ) to bear 

it 5 aud int order thereunts, the publication. of 
it, . Towr defigne I muſt own to be good : for 
Grace ( where it is in tratb ) i not only of a dif | | 
Beſive nature.( ſpreading it ſelf through the whole | 3; 
oY man) hue alſo of a communicative nature 3 wiſh- | t, 
-  ingibatull by-tenders might likewiſe tafie that | 1 

ww. Jeveetneſs, which it ſelf is much delighted with. I 
Grace defires mot to eat its morſels alone, but if || pl 
| any Banquet be given in by Chtift, or auy re-| fa 
 freſoment by bis company, the Soul cries out to m 

$e-7 by-ftanders, 


.  Dedicatory, > 
byſtanders, O taſte and ſee how good the 
Lord is! He 1s altogether lovely. Come, 
therefore, and I will tell you what he-hath 
done for my Soul. But (though your defigue 
be good, yet) the weakneſs and inſufficiency of 
the Author, might well have pleaded an excuſe. 


& fo it 4s pity tbat ſuch a ſweet and precious ſub- 


je ſhould berendred deſpicable, by being handed 
zuto the world by ſo weak, rude and unpoliſhed 
an inſtrument, as 1 muſt of neceſſity confeſs my 
ſelf to be» For 1am ſenſible, that many times 
the Traths of Chriſt ſuffer in the world, through 
the weakyeſs of the Taſtruments that hand them 
to #s. However, yet (ſometimes ) it pleaſetb 
God, By the mouths ot babcs and ſucklings to 
perfect bis own praiſe 3 that the.work may ap- 
pear to be not of men, but of God. Leaving 
therefore the work in Gods band ( who i able to 
do what be pleaſeth with and by it) and waving 
the conſideration of mine own weakneſs, I cou- 
deſcend to your requeſt, and makg bold to caſt 
this my. poor mite into Gods Treaſury : Say- 
ing to you and to all courteous Readers, as Peter 
to the Cripple, Afts 3. 6. Silver and Gold have 
I none; but ſuch as1 have, give I unto you. 
IT hope the food is wheleſome, though it be but 
plainly aud meanly dreſſed. And though it may 
fall into the bands of ſome, whoſe curious to= 
macks "may loath ſuch plain and bomely diet .' 


yet 


hy feveetneſs, which tt ſelf is much delighted with. 


== ' The Epiſtle. 
with many other circumſtances of ber unkind- 
aſs t and 'withdl" ts 'odnfider the danger and 
hazard which ſhe runs, by ber unkind bebavi- 
Aur towards Chrift. : Theſe Conſiderations 
( which are the ſmbjeft of the enſuing Diſconrſe ) 
being ſeriouſly weighed by a Soul that bath any 
love for, or breathings after Chrift ( among the 
number of which, T bope,T may truely reckon you )' 
cannot chooſe bat in ſome meaſure awaken the 
ſleepy Soul, and warm the cold and frozen Af- 
fedttons. Thit effeft I perceive the Word bad 
upots yor 3 for which you owe the thanks and 
Preiſe 40 the Spirit of Grace, which actompanied 
the Word to your -beart, au gave it entertain- 
ment there. For man ſpeaks only tothe ear, it 
is God that freaky to the beart: Ton baving 
therefore telted the ſwectueſi of this Word your 
felf;,' defired the communication of it to others, 
- who bad not the apportatity ( with you ) to bear 
it 3 and int order thereunts, the publication. of 
if, . Towr I muft own to be good : for 
Grace ( where it us in truth ) i not only of a dif- 
Beſive nature ( ſpreading it ſelf through the whole 
man) but alſo of a communicative nature 3 wiſh- 
ing that all by-ftenders might likewiſe tafte that 


Grace defires mot to eat its morſels alone, but if 
any Banquet be given in by Chtift, or auy re- 


Freſoment' by bis campany, the Soul cries out to 
"8 by-ftanders., 
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| L Ong | | ; 
by-fleuders, O taſte and ſee how good the 
Lord is! He 1s altogether lovely. Come, 
therefore, and I will tell you what he hath 
done for my Soul. But (though your deſigue 
be good, yet) the weakneſs and inſufficiency of 
the Author, might well have pleaded an excuſe. 


e > For it us pity that ſuch a ſweet and precious ſub- 


je ſhould berendred deſpicable, by being handed 
auto the world by ſo weak, rude and unpoliſhed 
an inſtrument, 4s 1 muſt of neceſſity confeſs my 
ſelf zo be» For 1am ſenſible, that many times 
the Traths of Chriſt ſuffer in the world, through 
the weakyeſs of the Tujtraments that hand them 
to #. However, yet (ſometimes ) it pleaſetb 
God, By the mouths ot babcs and ſucklings to 
perfect bis own praiſe 3 that the work may ap- 
pear to be not of men, but of God. Leaving 
therefore the work in Gods band (who is able to 


do what be pleaſeth with and by it) and waving 
the conſideration of mine own weakneſs, I cou- 
deſcend to your requelt, and makg bold to caſt 
this my. poor mite into Gods Treaſury : Say- 
ing to you aud to all courteows Readers, as Petcr 
to the Cripple, Atts 3. 6. Silver and Gold have 
I none; but ſuch as 1 have, give I unto you. 
IT bope the food is wholeſome, though it be but 
plainly aud meanly dreſſed. And though it may 


| fall into the bands of ſome, whoſe curious (to= 


macks 'may oath ſeach plain and bomely diet 3 .' 
yet 


yet poſſibly it may fall into tbe hand of ſome paar | 
creature, who .is hungry, hamble, and of a 
contrite Spirit, and trembles at Gods Word. | 
Some poor hungry Soul may ( perhaps ) bere meet 

with meat, though there *be little ſawce 0 he 
bad : And if any poor Soul ſhall reap benefit by 
my poor labours and endeavours (I bobe) Tſhall | ® 
bleſs God for owning ſuch a worthleſs creature, 
ax ſo glorious a” works And (if it dogood) the 
leſs of the inflrument, the more will there be of 
God ſeen in it» IT beg of you therefore, aud of 
all candid Readers, into whoſe hands this ſmall 
Treatiſe may come, their and your ſerious _ 
wal of it, with their Prayers to Gcd for a bleſ-|W. 
fing won it : what you finde of bumane weakneſs Sp 
in it, pardon andpaſs it by : whatever you finde]hg 
of God in it, minde it and apply it. And the 
very God of Heaven powerfully influence it with |; 
BY bl:ſed Spirit, that it may do your Souls [1 
god, and that you may readily offen to Chriftf'® 


wow, that be may open to, and own you, at 7 


Death and Frdgmem. Which is the bumble|\li// 
and earneſt Prayer of SSP 
thi 


Jowrs,, 


bY 141 
In and for Chriſt my Lord and Maſter, by 


James Bradſhaw, Þ) 


TO THE 


READER. 


y| Chriſtian Reader, 
| He Spirit of Slumber exceedingly 
e prevails at this day : 3 as great 
e |ſecurity is to be found in this Nation, 
of | as was in the old World and in Sodom, 
FA before the one was Drowned, and the 
+ other Burned. "God hath uſed ſeveral 
f- [ways and means to awaken us; but our 
eſs [Spiritual Lethargie proves a very ſtub- 
-n bora Malady. "Twere bad 5s or if 
tbe lonely profane perſons were faſt a 
7; (a Sin. Tis worſe that Profeflis an are 
.z10 too. But 'tis worſt of all, that #he 
Viſe Virgins ſlumber as well as the Foo- 
Me ih. What may be.the Iflue of our 
carnal Security, we may tremble to 
think of. When men ſay they ſhall 
have peace, though they walk on after 
" imagination of their evil Heart, 
Lord confutes their preſumption, 
dy threatning all the Curſes written = 
i 


Ty 


Q 


To the Reader. 


his Book, and that he will blot out their 
names from under Heaven. Promiſing 
ſafety t» themſelves, is the forerunner 
of Sinners ſudden deſiruFion. 1 Theſl. 
1 Ma perſwaded that the deſigne of 
the worthy Author of this enſuing 
Treatiſe is to prevent that rutme which 
is likely to follow upon that drow(ſi- 
neſs and ſecurity which does fo gene- 
rally prevail. And in wifhing that 
he may accompliſh his deſigrte,: ts to 
wiſh well to the whole Nation. If 4 
word ſpoken in ſeaſon be like Apples 


Gold in Pires of Silver, there S| 


no enlarging in, the commendation of] * 


this Treatiſe, The Lord make it as 
profitable as 'tis ſeaſonable! This is 
the deſire and prayer of 


Thy Servant for Jeſus ſake, 


Nathanasl V incem, 
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ty Hebi in +the right widerftanding. 6f-it; in of- 


der th "the drawing; ont” from thenee*-that 
(we und © Heavenly /miltter; ſo profitable''tb 
ohr Souls ediltication 'For-the helping us to 
a right knowledge of the Divine matter hey 
in contained it is wcylly to contider; 1;2T be * 
Nature. 
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pony 2. The getirs! 8 Scope. 3+ The Fer- 
peaking a 

Is NE ee INE ature of this Book, it 
is wholly an Allegoryy6 Figurative, diſcourſe, 
undey Sk itudes. and, Reſem- 
blar cat, divine, and 
mo ab inn &. And* therefore in 
"It, we muſt iotarquiclce 
in the immediate literal Senſe, I mean, in 
_ the immediate C_—_ ſenſe which 
the WOK bea r 5 but- rongh them 
by ;the' — av; cpa pe rial nſe that 


he Tittial Senſe” of 
bs; er Nl oy the Holy 
primarily. intends in. 
| Scripture, whether delivered 

-or.! Figurag reffions And 
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cen .Chrifh et AC1K 


mutual carriage Map nn each 
otherin ſeveral co Kions, andyunder various 
.diſpenſatigns z brought in, and cartied on by 
way, of alogue and Aikourfe between, {e- 
veral} per 
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'Ebyiſt and his' Spouſe. _ Fn the Text we have a 
«xchearſal by ht Spopſtof Ci#ifts his ſpeech'to 


(3) 
their parts ih this Dialogue or Diſcoutſe, ate 
principally three. Firſt; The Bridegwoom, by 
which 'we rhuſt andetſtind” the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, 2: Phe Bride or Spoufe, by which 
underftand - the Church, either -in general or 
partjcular Believers 3” Fhe Danghters of 
Sion, atid Feraſalem, &c. by which we my 
underſtand- cithet young Converts, ot vilible 


The perſons ſpoken of; ate, 1. The Bride- 
groom; which is Chriff. 2. The Bride, the 
Charch. ' 3+ The Friends of the Bridegroom 3 
which are-the Minifters or Meſſengers ot Chriſt. 
4+ The Virgins, or Daughters of Fernfatert 1 


'young Candidates RS ton, and Profeſſors 


of Religion, 5. The es Mother , the 
Charch, wherein young Converts are- begot- 
ten, nowmiſhed; and broughtup, + {#57 20 

The particular knowledge of the* Pevſols 


ſpeaking” ant ſpoken of; or to; in evity pla6e, 


will give ,ch light for the diſcovety "avid 
right' underſtanding of the thing or thittet 
chat is poker and tlierefore this is neeeNliry 
to be obſerved incveryþ4t of this Book: (© 

The perſans here ſpealing -in this: Chaptet 
and: dilcgurſing of ard with eachother, att 


her, atd'of fiex carriage and* deportment” to- 
wards him: B 2 * If 


(4) 

If you caſt your eye back to the laſt Verſe of 
the foregoing chapter, you ſhall find .the Spouſe 
making her requeſt to Chriſt for the revival of 
her Graces, and the return of Chyif into her 
foul. That Chrift would prepare and make 
ready her Heart, by quickning, inlivening, and 
enlarging Grace, and putting it intq a poſture 
fit for Exciciſc, for,the entertainment of him ; 
and bting thus prepared tor his entertainment, 
that he would pleaſe. to come in and taſte of 
that Feaſt which himſelf had prepared. Here- 
upon in the firſt Verle of this Chapter Chrift 
makes anſwer to her requeſt; telling her that 
he was come, and' had brought his Friends 
with him, 'to wit, his Miniſters, that they, as 
well as h:, might be delighted with that Feaſt, 
For it isno (mal! refreſhment unto the Friends, 
or faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, to ſee and taſte 
of the flouriſhing Graces of the People or 
. Spouſe of Chrift, Yea, he invites her alſo to 
ralte of the {wezetneſs of his Grace in her ſelf, 
that ſhe might be refreſhed with what he had 
revived and refreſhed in her. But ſhe ( poſli- 
bly bring weary with waiting ſo long and late 
for him, not exp:cing his company -at that 
time of the night ) was gone to bed, and fal- 


len ail:ep, as ſhe her (elf confeſlcth, Verſe the 2. 


But as late as it was, Chriſt comes and knocks, 
and ſhe hears, and knew his voice, and gives 
Eo | Us 
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(5) 
us an account what he faid to her. As ſhe 
had but now made her fſute and requeſt to 
him, deſiring him to come : (o hebeing come, 
makes another kind and loving motion to her, 
and ſuch. a one as was very reaſonable, and 


( one would have thought) would have been 
readily embraced. She had begged of bim 


| that he would come; and now being come, 


and finding her in bed, he begs of her that ſhe 
would open to him, and let him in. But alas 
poor Spouſe ! as if ſhe had forgot her reſpeR& 
to her Husband, the benefit and defireableneſs 
of his company, and her own requeſt ſolately 
made, ſhe gives him a flat denial , couched 
under ſome complemental excuſes, Verſe 3. 
T have put off my coat, how ſhall Tput it on? 1 
have waſhed my feet, bow ſhall 1 defile them ? 
She could wiſh to have Chriſt, but is too lazy 
to riſe out of- her bed to open to him. She 
would have Chrift and his Comforts,but would 
not be at the pains to perform any duty of 
obedience unto. him, would not open to him 
by faith: but Chrift having a more warm 
Heart and AﬀeQion for her than ſhe had for 
him, reſolves not fo to be put off 3 and being 
relolved to ſpeed in his requeſt, will --* {olet 
her alonez and therefore powertul.. ( yet 
{weetly J makes an affault upon the Door of 


her Heart, ſo effeually moving upon her At- 


B 3 tecions, 


(6) 
fe&ions, and awakening her Graces; that ſhe 
can no longer deny, but ariſeth to. open to 
him , and by ariting and coming to the door, 
finds a wonderful- change and alteration in 
her ſelf, /. 4,5. My beloved put in bis band 
by #be bole of the door, and my bowels were mo- 
ved for him. I roſe up te open to my beloved, 
and my hands dropped with myrrbe , and my 
fingers with ſweet ſmelling myrrþe , upon tbe 
bandles of the lock, She no ſooner begins to 
aQ faith upon Chriſt, but ſhe found encourage- 
ment enough to let himin. If Chrift had thus 
perfumed her Lock with but putting in his 
Finger by the hole of the Door, Oh what 
would his company be when himſelf came ia ! 
And therctore, without any more delay or ex- 
cute, in all haſte (he opens to him, v. 6. But 
Chrift, though he would not utterly forſake her 
and caſt her off, yet he would make her f{cnfible 
of the affxont which ſhe had offered him, and 
of her ungrateful carriage towards him and 
therefore withdraws, and makes her who (but 
now ) was (o delicate and caſctul that ſhe 
could: not put on hex. Coat, or. come barefoot- 
e& over the houſe-floor ) to. ſcek him in the 
firects, and take many a wet and weary ſtep 
in [the dark night, and that ( queſtionle(s ) 


with an aking' Heart; having. his perfumes. 


fo freſh in heg. Breaſt, and her own guilc fo 
= freſh 
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GG) 
freſh upon her Conſcience, before ſhe find him. 
This was the caſe: between Chriſt and his 
Spouſe at this time. 

I thall but ina word mention thoſe parti- 
culars in the Text ,- upon which I deſigne to 
groumd the Doctrine, and fo proceed to the 
Doctrine. 

In the whole Conference or Relation I ſhall 
take notice of theſe things, upon which I ſhall 
ground the Doctrine, 

I» The Churches Prayer, chap. 4. 16. 4- 
wake O North-wind, and come thou South, &c. 
She prays for the breathing Influences of the 
Spirit, whereby her Graces may be revived 
and made fit for action ; and then defires 
Chriſt's company, when ſhe is fixed and pre- * 
parcd for him. 

2. We have Chriſt his Anſwer to the 
Church her Prayer, chap. 5. x. The Spouſe 
| no ſooner calls, but.Chrift makes Anſwer 3 no 

ſooner invites, but Chrift comes, 

3. The poſture which he finds her in at 
his 'coming : gone to bed, and compoting 
her- ſelf - to ſleep, Believers do ſometimes 
pray for that which they have no paticnce to 
wait for. Ns 

« Chrit his Call and Propoſal which be 
We; to the Spoyſe at his coming z which is 


but very reaſonable, ſince his coming was at 
B 4 = 


($) 
-her-rcqueſt;'v. 2...Open to me, my ſiſter, &C. for 
my bead. ifilled with dew,” and my leckpavith 
the drops of the night. 

5- We have the': Spouſe. her nartaſuruble 


.denial and excuſes, z«3 . 'She litte conſider- | 


ed how wet and weary Chriſt was; and mani- 
feſted but poor reſpe&t to him, when:ſhe: will 
rather ſuffer him-to ſtand there, than ſhe will 
be at the trouble ;toput on her Coaty or defile 


her Feet. Oh what difference is here between |: 


Chriſt $. love to us, and our love to hint! 
'6.\\We may obſerve ..the:effe& of this. re- 

fuſal and unreaſonabledenial. Though Chriſt 

rouze np her Graces; and: give her. fome talte 


of his excellency, which” may - make her. un- | 
weariedly to feek-him'$ yet he will make ber | 


(mart for her lazyneſs and indiffetency,, and 
low: value - which ſhe ſet by Chriſt.  /He-will 
make her take abundantly more pains before 


ſhe find him. She ſhall feek hiai wi-h a fain- } 


ting aking Heazt , and in {ccking take: many a 


wet and:weary ſtep 3 feel a little of: what he |- 


endured at the door, before ſhe find Kim. p. 6+ 
--::From-;all theſe confiderations in: the: Text, 
I gather this. Dodxine ; 


That it is a dangerous thing, and may oſt w |: 


deat,i tobe lazy and: ſecure” when Chrift knocks 


; ni,aell ; effecially when bis coming 6nd calling | 


by Ut myſwer $2 api Proyerss 
vr This 


* . 
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This trath is- not onely-the {ſenſe and ſum 
of this Text, but we find the Holy Ghoſt 
ſpeaking the ame thing for Tubſtance in other 

parts of Scripture. Prov. 1+ 24, and followin 
. verſes. Becauſe I-have called, and ye refuſed, I 
have firetched out my band, and-no man regay- 
ded > But ye have ſet at nought all my connſel, 
and would none of my reproofs :- Therefore, I al- 
' ſo will laugh at your calamity, I will mock, when 
. your fear cometh, &c. Pſal. $1.8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14+ \Hear, O my people —— There ſhall 
be no ſtrange:Gawl in thee — 'T am the Lord thy 
God —— But my people would not bearken ——» 
So Tgave them up —— .O that my people would 
\ bave bearkned- Luke 13. 34; 35- O Feruſa- 
"lem, Jeruſalem, how often. wquld T bave ga- 
#hered thee, as an hen gatbereth: ber chickens un- 
der ber wings, but ye would: 40s -— Wherefore 
your city is left to you deſolate—— Rev. 3. 20. 
Behold. I Band at the. doar and knocks If any man 
open to me, 1 will come in anto bim, and : will 
- ſup with him, and be with me. 
{.:*, In the further proſecution of this Doctrine, 
\ I ſhall ( through Gods affittance ) obſerve this 
Tocthod. .- . | 
1- Sp:ak-ſumething by: way of Explication. 
.\2- Something.by way of Confirmation. * 3 
- $amething by way of Application. In the Ex- 
plication of the. DoGtrine, _ I-ſhall endeavour 
Y _ to 
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to ſhew, x. Where Chriſt knocks -2. At whoſe 
door Chrift knocks. 3. How, or with what 
| he knocks. 4. For what end-he knocks ; Or} 
what it is that Chriſt would heve when he 
; knocks, 5. What are the ſpecial times of 
. his knocking, - 
| T begin with the firſt of thele, Where it is 
#hat Chrift knocks. | 
To this I anſwer, That Chriff*s Koocks andy; 
Calls are at the door of man's Heazi. To 
have the Ear open to God's call fignifics lit- 
tle, if the door of the Heawt be ſhut, and 
- Chriſt cannot get in there. We fcc in the Text 
- the Spowſe (though partly aſleep) heard Chriſts 
- Knock and Call well enough, and yet the cau- 
{d him to depart from her , becauſe ſhe did 
not open to him, Wiſdom cries, Prov. 23+ 26: [the 
My ſon, give me thine beart. Chrift will have the |the 
Heart open, or elſe he will not come in; and [nar 
that for theſe reaſons. 1. Becaufe, as Chrift is [wo 
no diſſembler, but real in what he offers and [Bu 
gives: (0 he loves no diſſembling 3 bat ex- [cha 
peas that the Soul ſhould be real and cordial |he 
with him, Now, to pretend-to. embrace |», 
Chriſt, and not todo it with all the- Hearts | $01 
to mock him, and diſſemble wich.-him. This [the 
God complains of, Fer. 3. 10." Axd yet for all |the 
zbis ber treacherous fifter Judah bath not turned | or 
80 me with the whole beart, but feignedly, ſaith | the 
the | 
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e Lord. This is no better than flattery or 
| ing in God's account. P/al. 78. 36,37» They 
retended to return, and. ſeek early after God. 
evertbeleſs they flattered him with their mouth, 


rt near them in their lips, but far from-their 
eins, That Son was rejected, who ſaid, I 
o Sir, but went not. This diſſembling and 
omplementing with God, is abominable to 
ndthe heart-ſcarching God: And therefore he 
xtllequires that the Heart be opened unto him, 
nd there it is that he knocks. 

2. Recauſe the Heart is the chief part of 
Chriſt his purchaſe , and therefore he knocks 
there. It is true, Chriſ# is the Redeemer of 
IC |the Body : but had not that been an appurte- 
d nance to the more noble part, the Sowl, Chriſt 
IS|would never: have paid to dear a price for it. 
d [But the inward man, %he Sol, or Heart, was 
= [that which was chicfly in. Chrift's eye, when 
il he made his Sox! an Offering for Sin. Pſal. 
Ee |-71. 23» Mylips ſhall greatly rejoyce- and my 
S | Soul which: thow haſt redeemed. The Soul is 
S | the Jewel which Chri/t hath purchaſed 3 and 
1 | therefore though he ought to have the Box 
2 | or Cabinet with it, yet the Cabinet without 
b | the Jewel will not give him content. It is the 
e | | Heart 
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Heart or Soul therefore that he calls for, when 
he knocks. of 

3. Becauſe the Heart is the Royal Seat, orf},” 
Throne, and Chriſt comes not to be a truckle» 
bed Gueft, but to rule and reign in us: and 
and therefore if he have the Heart, which 1s 
the commanding faculty, the Will and Af- 
fe&ions, he may by that command the whole 
man 3 but without this, it will be in vain, if 
' Not impoſſible, to keep poſſeſſion of the other 
parts of the man. The Heart is the fountain, 
from whence the ſireams that run in every part 
of the man proceed; if this be not pure, the 
ſtreams muſt needs be filthy : And thercfore 
Prov. 4+ 23» we are commanded to Keep the 
Heart with all diligence, for ont of it are the 
zſnes of Life» The Heart is always full, and' 
is continually ſending forth Legions of 
thoughts, words and actions, either good or 
bad : How ſhould Chrif keep the outward- 
man quietly, if the heart've not for him ? Our 
Saviour ſpeaks it as an impoflibility, Mat. 12.34, 
35. that they beirig evil ſhould feak good things; 
and gives the reaſon of 1t, Becaule that owe of Fe 
the abundance of the beart the mouth ſpeaks * bo 
and thexefore according as the heart is diſpoled Þ,* 


Ene 


and qualified, fuch are the thoughts, words Cb 
and actions.” The good man out of the good ne! 


treaſure * of ; bis beart, bringeth forth good 
things 3 
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{things > the evil man ont of the evil treaſure 
of the heart evil things : How ſhould the fruit 
be good, when the tree is bad? The heart 
then, if it be not for Chriſt, will dayly:- be 
ſending forth ſuch troops of filthy moleſting 
enemies, that Chriſt ſhall have no quiet abode 
near itz and therefore he will either have the 
Royal Fort delivered and opened to him, or 
e will not come there. If the heart be filthy, 
the whole man is defiled with what iſſues 
rom the;.ce: and ſee what flouds of ftinkipg, 
filthine(s iſſue from the heart, and defile the 
man, Mat. 15. 18, 19, 20- Evil Thoughts, 
Mmurders, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, 
Falſe witneſs, t Blaſphemies z And how then 
ſhall the (weet breath of Chriſt endure near ſuch 
la fink of filthine(s ? if he may not come to the 
ſpring or riſe of it to purge it, there will be no 
long ſtay for him, 
4+ Chrift will have the Heart or none,  be- 
cauſe 'his chief ſuit and requeſt is for our love, 
and this he cannot have without the Heart, 
becauſe it is ſeated in the heart 3 and though 
f it ſend its (ſervants abroad, yet it ſelf never 
-[!tirs from thence : and theretore Chriſt cannot 
4] have this, unleſs he have the Heart. Such is 
ds (Chris love towards his Spouſe, that he ecar- 
4 [><Rily deſires to be marricd to her 3 and the 
wrt © h ſeth, are Marriage- 
34 | \<xms he propoſeth, are Maniage-terms, 
| where- 


Er 
Nn, 
rt 


(14) 
wherein Love is the chict and principal. An. 
great reaſon he ſhould have this, not only iq.h 
regard of his great Love wherewith he hath y 
loved us, and the fruits and effes of it 3 bu < 
alſo in regard we have nothing elſe to giv lit 
him : nor can he expe any other thing with y; 
us that may be delireable. Portion we havC} 
none z not fo much as Clothes to our back, of. bu 
to cover our nakednefſs, nor Mcat tor our be} T! 
ly, nor penny of Money in our purſe. Beaurggu 
and Comelineſs we have none, till he havſte; 
beautified us with his Comelinefs. Wildogwl 
and parts we have none, for by nature we affthi 
Fools. Providence or good Hquſlewifery wjno 
have none, for we htd a good portion left uſthe 
and we have wafttd 2nd ſpent it all. Greyall 
Friends and Allies we have none; 'tHat can d{det 
any thing for us; for we were caſt 'out to 'thi{to 
loathing of our perſons, in the day wherein wig; 
were'born, and-noneeye piticed us3 and-es iq dref1 
our defcent, our father was an Amorite, anfHe: 
mother an Hittite, a"car(cd generation, as WFle 
read. Ezek, 16. beginning. © What hve wſter 
then that may commend us to Chrift, or thinot 
inay-inany (ort- pleaſe him, if he have not ogfcory 
Love ? And furely; it-is but reaſonable th&and 
he ſhould have this; nay, fince he- hath n@qu 
thing elſe, he will have this, or not matdexte 
with us. 

5. Chri 
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\nq. 5. Chrift will have the heart opened where 
7 19.he comes, becauſe the Feaſts and Banquets 
ath which he hath-prepared and brings with him, 
buſ chiefly reſpe& the heart : the outward man is 
ive little or nothing concerned in them, or. ad- 
vith vantaged by them, unleſs it be by conſequence. 
av Chrift his Fealts are Spititual, and therefore 
» 0] but little grateful to the fleſh,or outward man. 
be} The word that Chriſt ſpeaks is part of his Ban- 
2ut}quet or Fealt 3 and David faith they are {wee- 
avter than Honey -or the Honey-comb. But 
logwhat Refreſhment .-pr Feaſt would theſe be to 
affthe body, or*outward man, if 'the Heart take 
7 wno notice of-them, and be not affected with 
© uſthem ? and therefore Hoſe 2. 14+ Chriſt would 
regallure; his Spoxſe , and take her into the Wil- 
n d{derneſs, and there would ſpeak comfortably 
"ryto her: or,' ſpeak to her Heart ( as the word 
a Wwihgnifies. ) Words yield but little comfort or 
S fqpctreſhment, if they be not ſpoken to . the 
arfHeart. Foba 6. Coriſt tells us he will give his 
Ss WFleſh and.Blood to feed us, and this but at- 
2 witer an imaginary way neither 3 for we "muſt 
thgnot really have his Body and Blood after a 
t oqcarporeal manner, but ſpiritually repreſented 
thiand adumbrated by a little broken Bread, and 
; nÞoured-forth- Wine. If this Feaſt therefore 
zatExtend  to:,.:or concern nothing more than 


ie Body, it' will prove but a poor hungry 
Fealt. 


-bri 
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Fealt : he findes:it ſo, that goes away from the 
Ordinance without. tinding and- feeding upor 
Chrift by Faith. - And therefore were not the 
Banquet Spiritual, and ſuch as immediate) 
concerns the Heart, -the Scripture would neve 
call it a Feaſt of Marrow ard Wine ſetled upot 
the lees 3 ror would David ſay, Pſal. 63:-5 
that his Soub was ſatified , 'as with marron 
and. fatneſi, when.'he fed upcn this. + Ant 
therefore Chrif-his'Feaſts being chiefly (piri 
tual, and retpecting the Heart, they woiull 
be loſt, and ſignifie nothing, if ty Heart weft 
not openicd tohbim : And therefore the plact 
where Chriſt. knocks is the door of the Heart 
wikch he xcquires ſhould be opened to him. 

2; The ncxtuthing to be enquired into is; 
At whoſe :door doth Chriſt knock ? -- 
...iFothis I anfwer, That Chrift knocks at 
very" ones door, that lives under: Goſpel-Or 
dinances: and i'Diſpenſation:.. There is +n« 
perſon living under Goſpel-C/i ..oances, but a 
one time .or another Chriſt knocksat the doo 
of his heart, requiring entrance and admifſi 
on.-: Thou that readcti,  orheareſi'this Word 
whoever ihou bz, Male or Female, Bond c 
Free, Young, or Old; Rich or Poor, \'High 6 
Low, whateyer order, rank, 'or degree tho 
be of, in-whatever»condition orfiate thbu be 
at "_ door it is that: Chrift-: by this. word 
knocks 
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the knocks, ſaying, Open to me, &c. See the uni- 
zo Verſality of Chrift's knock or call, Rev. 3+ 29: 
thi Tftand at the door and knock: if any man will 
ell open to me, I will come in unto him, and will 
ved Jup with bim, and be with me. Rev. 22. 17. 
The Spirit aud tbe Bride ſay, Come. And let 
w him that beavreth, ſay, Come. Let him that is 
| athirſt come. And whoſoever will, ket him come, 
nd 44d take of the waters of life freely. Iſai. 55: 1. 
He:, etery one that thirſteth, come ye t0 the was 
ala 715; and be that bath no money : come ye, buy 
i and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
i money, and without price. Chriflt knocks not 
onely at the Hearts of his own people , as 
here of the Spouſe, Open my ſiſter , my love, 
my dove, my uadefiled « But alſo at the doors 
of oihers, (ach as arc unregenerate, and know 
him not, Oaly with this difterence 3 at the 
doors of his own regenerate ones, he calls for 
theawakening and liiwing up the grace which 
he hath betiowed upon them 3; but to ſuch as 
are Wiregentrate, ard yet firangers to him, 
he calls them to Faith ard Repentance, and 
to come. unto kim, that they may live and 
| inde reft for thitr Souls, Matth. 11. 28, 29, 
30. To Believers he< calls, to awaken their 
Graces that are alrcady implanted in their 
Hearts : But to Unbetievers he calls,to awaken 
1 them out of their flcep in Sin and f:caricy- 
C And 
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| And of theſe, there is not the.meaneſt Soul 
nor the greateſt Sinner left out of his call ; and 
if any tan will but open to him, he will come 


inz though their Sins be as Scarlet, and crim-| 
fon, he will make chem as Snow and Wool. | 


Iſai. 1: 16, 17, &c. 

3- The next enquiry is, How, or with whet 
Chriſt knocks and calls ? | 

'And to-this I an{wer , Chrift doth not or- 
' dinarily knock” and call by an immediate 
voice from Heaven, as he did upon Saxl, At. 


9. but under the Goſpel God ordinarily calls| 


ſome one cr more of theſe ways. 

I« Chriſt knocks or calls , ſometimes by 
his Providences. Chrift many times ſends 
":fome. remarkable Providence or other to a- 
'waken Sinners out of their ſleep in Sin, and 
to awaken the Graces of his People, when 
they are ſleepy and ſluggiſh : and theſe Pro- 
vidences they are of two forts : ſometimes 
ſuch as we call Mercics 3 (though all his Dif- 
penfations in this caſe are Mercies, and the 
fruits of his faithfulneſs) but by Mercies I 
mean ſuch things as are Joyous and defirable 
for the preſent. He ſometimes loads his peo- 
ple wich Bleſſings and Benefits. Hoſe. 11+ 3, 4+ 
And every Mercy in this kinde is an awaken- 


ing. and quickning j = dug duty. There-| 


fore God complains, Hoſea 2. 8. that they did 


. ab 


a mAY2 Pw Y 432,  o cs v 


(99 
not confider that be pave them corn, and wine, 


and oyl, woot and flax, filver and gold, 'which 
they oald haye ferved him withal : and be- 


| caufe they did not, threatens to take them a- 
| Ways Therefore we finde this laid down' as 


the ground of that God's Expoſtulation with 
his People, Dewt, 32+ 6,9, 10, &c. The good- 
nels of God fhould lead perſons to Repentance3 
God-expetts it, and by this many times cafts.. 
Sometrmes God calls by his Corre&ions and 
Judgetnents, firiving by the ſmartneſs and fe- 


 verity of his Judgements, to awaken Sinnets, 


that are rather hardned by Proſperity, 'atid" to. 
aftright them out of their ſleep in fin , and to 
awaken his own people put of that ſleep which, 
they have Jullced themfelves* mto by Profperi- 
ty. Thus we read, Fob 36. 8579, &c. when' 
he-lsys perſons in Ferters and Irons of Affliftion, 
Then he ſhews them their way and their wranſ- 
greſſion, wherein they have exceeded. And of 
theſe two ways ot knocking, uſually Mercy 
and Goodneſs lezds the way's and if that 
will notdo , then Judgement, and the. Rod 
tollows after : For God dath not willingly grieve 
aud affli the children of men, Lam. 3. 33, But 


| if need be, thty muſt be in beauineſi through mani- 
fold tribulations and temptations, 1 Pet- 1+ 6. 


"Thus God calls by his Providences. 
2. Sottietimes Gnd'calls by his Ordifarices, 
| C 2 reading 
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reading the Scriptures, and the Labours of his 
faithful Minifters : hearing the Word preach- 
&d,; and the like. God hath qualified: and 
ſent forth his Miniſters and Meſſengers to call 
and hire; Labourers into: his Vineyard; to bid 
Guefts.to his Wedding-ſupper, Matth. 22. and 
the beginning. And Fig is their work which 
' they ate ſcnt about,and is given them in charge, 
Matith. 28. 19, 20« Go , teach all nations, 
baptizing — Teaching them to obſerve what 1 
command you. 50 Att 26. 18. Paul is ſent 
to the Gentiles, To open their eyes, to turn them 
from. darkneſs to light, and from the power of 
Satan wnto God, Chriſt himſc}f came and 
preached for this end, and his Doctrine or 
Sermon was, Repert, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven is at band, Matth- 4. 17- "And Fobn the 
Baptiſt came with this meſſage, Mark 1. 4. 
Yea, the Apoſtle tclls us that this is the work 
of every Miniſter, 2 Cor. 5. 18, 19, 20. --Hath 
committed to ws the word of reconciliation ſo 
then , we are Embaſſadors for Chrift: u if 
God . did befeech you by us, we pray you in 
Chriſt's ftead, be ye reconciled to God. So 
that every Sermon that the faithful Miniſters 
of Chriſt preach, is a call and knock from 
Chriſt to open unto him. R 


"3. Sometimes Chriſi calls by the ſecret im- | 


pulles of his Spixit, and convictions of our 
_ __ own. 


_- 
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(21) | 
own Conſciences. Thus we read Ar 2.37. 
when they heard the Apoſtles Sermon; 'Tbey 
were pricked at their hearts, and cried out, Men 
and bretbrex, what ſhall we do to be ſaved ? 
Here was an inward impulſe of the Spirit up- 


. on their Conſciences, accompanying: the out, 
ward 'preaching of the Word. Thus God 


ſecretly opened the Heart of Lydis to attend 
to what was preached by Paul, As 16. 14- 
And thus the Jaylor was wrought upon by 
the Spirit of God, As 16c 29, 30; 31,&c. 
This ſecret impulſe of the"Spirir, and con- 
viction of Conſcience finners many -times 
have when they are going on in, their, fins, 
though they do not always give heed and 
hearken toit. © And this many times the pÞeo- 
ple of God have, when they b:gin to be lazy, 
drowzy, and to fall afle-p_m ſecurity; and 
therefore the Apoſtle bids us not to quench or 


| grieve the Spirit of God, 1 Thef: 5. 19. Epbeſ, 


4+30- And indeed the two tormer ' ways of 
Chriſt his knocking and calling are incftecu- 
a), unleſs they be accompanied with this laft 
way of calling: For neither Ordinances nor 
Providences can awaken. ſinners, unleſs the 

Spirit of God wark by. them. And there» 


| fore we read Fob 36. 8, 9, &c. that he firſt 
binds +bem is Cords, and then opens thelr ears 


80 diſcipline. 
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4+ The.next.chivg tobe enquired joto, is, 
Hor what end- Chrilt knocks apd- calls ; or 
what 1:15 which. Chriſt. would. .baye when he 
knocks? And to this I apſwerx, 

In g: neral, That theend or reaſon of Chriſts 
knocks aud calls. are vazious, according: to the. 
diffcrcnt ſtate and conditions of thoſe, at the 
doors ot whoſe Heart he calls. But uſually 
when he calls, he; wou!'d have, or. d.fignes 
onie or more of theſe euds or things. 

3. Fo/awaken fnnmers out of their deep 
ſleep in fin and ſecurity. Sinners are by na- 
ture ſo faſt aſleep, in ſuch a dead ſleep of fin 
andiſccurity , that nothing 1:{s than the voice 
of -the Son of God knocking and-ſpeaking at 
the door of their Hearts will awaken them ; 
hence we read Jobn 5. 25. That the time is 


, and now #,” when the dead ſhall bear | 


the voice of the Son of God, and they that bear 
ſhall lrve, Which mw& be meant not of a 
natural Death, or. of the day of ReſurreQion, 
bur of -a Death-in fin 3 becauſe he. ſaith, the 
 fiche zow i. And thercfore ſaith the Apolile, 


Eph.-2:'3- Ton bath be quickned, i. &. by the |\ 


powerful voice. of his Spirit, Who were dead 
in'trefpaſſes and:fins.. Would you ſee what 


one of Chrif's calls are- in this caſe 2- read 


Epb.'$. 14. Awake thow that ſleepeſt, and ftand| the 


uþ from * dead, and Chrift ſhall give thee Ls 
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This he ſpeaks not onely to the Ear by his 
Word, but to the Heart by his Spirit. 

2. Chriſt his callsat the doors of our hearts 
many times defigne Repentance, Repen- 
tance is a Golpel-duty incumbent upon every 
perſon, Ads 17. 30. But now commands all. 
men every where to repent. And for this end 
he ſends forth his Minifters to preach the 
Doctrine of Repentance, to ſhew the necefli- 
ty of Repentance , and that there is great 
reaſon or cauſe for Repentancez becauſe we 
have ſinned, and thereby departed from God, 
and cannot come to him again but by Repen- 
tance, It 18 called The Dodirine of Repentance, 
becauſe Repentance is properly a Golſp:1-do» 
Arine,a Dodrine that che Law preacheth not : 
for the Law, or Covenant of Works, admits 
of no Repentance 3 but upon our breach of 
the Law, immediately pronounceth a Curſe, 
Gal. 3. 10- Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things that are written ia the book, of 
the Law to do them. But the Goſpel-covenart 
admits of , yea calls for Repen:cance, as the 
way and mcans fo obtain Mercy ; yea pro-, 
miſeth Mercy and Pardon upon our Repen=-, 
tance ,, Prov. 28. 13. He that, confeſſeth and. 
forſaketh bis fin , ſhall find mercy. Therefore 
the, Goſpel tells us, that Except we repent, we 
foall all likewife ate” 90A 13 5. If per- 
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{ons be in a Nate of unregeneracy, then -Chriſ} 
knocks by his Word, and by his Providences, 
x bag Mercies ; 2nd his buſineſs with them 
to ſhew that thre is a nec«flity of their Re- 
pentance, and tiat they muſt either repent, or 


periſh everlaſtiongly. If perſons: be in a ſtate. 


of regencracy, and have by ſome temptation 
or other lapſcd or fallen into! Sins or, it may 
be, have ſome Sin lodging in them,' not yet 
tracly diſcovered, and conl.quently not par- 
ticularly repented of : Then and in ſuch cafe 
Chriſt calls to renewed and enlarged acts of 
Repentance 3 for Repentance is a grace that 
concerns us all our lives long : And therefore 
the calls of Chriſt in this. caſe may be ſuch as 
_ Repent, for the kingdom of beaven is at 
and. 

3. Chriſt calls to reconciliation with God. 
| When Chriſt comes to the dcorof thine Heart, 
he comes as a mediator and peace-maker , to 
make peace between God and thy Soul, which 
are at-variance with cach cther and by rea- 
: ſon of fin have an utter enmi.y againſt each 
other. The cauſe of this enruty Chriſt hath 
rakep away by his death upon the Croſs, and 
Tailedit to his Croſs : The cauſe being remo- 
ved; he comes and calls to intreat that the en- 


mity i it {elf ray be taken away, and we' would 


þE reconciled unto God, 2 Cor. Jo 18, I9, 20s 
| - Though 


; 


35 & ce ow 5 


ne © Amr Þ ww. , 


_. 635) 
Though there be little reaſon for it, yet man 
is hard to be wooed and pc<riwaded to caſt out 
of his heart the enmity that i» lodged there a+. 
gainſt God and his ways. And therefore 
Chriſt is forced to knock and call again and 


| again, before we will (in this caſe) be per- 


{waded to.yicld to his ſuit. 
4- Chritt calls for-a cloſure with himſelf by 
Faiih, as th: onely way and means to obtain - 


peace, and reconcilation with God. We by 


our Sins are indebred to Gad, more than ever 
we arc able to pay : arc therefore in dang:r to 
be arreſted by Divine Juſtice, 'and calt into 
priſon, where we may. lic aud rot, to all cter- 
nity. Jcſus Chriſt ſceivg us in this miſery 
and diſtreſs, comes and calis at the door of 
our hearts, offers to be our Surety to pay every 
farthing of our debt for us and that upob 
this condition only, that he may have our full 
and free conſent to do. this tor us - and that 


we will accept of "with thankfulnefs what 


kindneſs hc ſhews herein, and rely upon hink 
for the perfeing of this work for us and 
where-ever Juſtice ſhall lay any charge or ac- 
cuſation againſt us, we will by Faith: cong- 
dently and fiodfaſily plead his SatisfaRtion for 
our Diſcharge. This is all that he zequires 


from us3 and upon this condition only, pro» 


miſeth to pay our Dcbt, cconcile us to God, 
5x hk . free 
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free us from impriſonment, and ſeal us an ab- 
ſolute and full diſcharge, that ſhall for ever 
ſtand good to all intents and purpoſes, And 
therefore Chriſt his calls in this caſe are ſuch as 
theſe, Matth. 11. 28. Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 wil' give 
you reſt. Ifai. 55. 1. Ho, every one that thir(ts, 
come unto the waters, and he that bath no mo- 
ney, come ye, bay. and eat yea, come and buy 
wine and milk, without money, and withont 

ice, Rev. 22.17. Let bim that # athir(t 
come : and whoſoever will, let bim take of the 
waters of life freely : and he aſſures us, Foba x. 
12+. that As many 4s receive him (upon theſe 
terms) to them be will give power to become the 
ſons of God: to them that thus believe on his 
Name. And \urely one would think this call 
1s worthy to be embraced,” with all readinels of 
heart and thanktulneſs. 

5. Chriſt calls tv tincere and hearty ob:- 
dience to his commands, and ſubje&:on to 
his revealed Will and Law : he calis ro take 
bis yoke upou us, and learn of bim, Mat. 11+ 29. 
This caV is Itke unto that of Boaz to his Kint> 
man, Ruth 4. Buy Naomt's inheritance : vat 
know alſo that thou mult bffy it of Rath; 
z. e. buy the inheritance, but thou muſt cake 


her to be thy wife alſo, to raiſc up feed to thy - 


kinſmian that is dead, So ſaith our Saviour, 
fe Come, 
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Come, and take the inheritance that I have 
parchalcd for ther, »nd thou art freely wel- 
rome to it 3 but know, thit in the day where- 


n thou doſt this, thou mult aifo cipoule me 
o be thy Lord ara Hucband, .and wilt fo- 
emoly <ngage to bciave thy felt as a toyal, 
aitnful avd obcaicnt wite to mes thou muſt 
ake me wholly, as I am, orcly, abloiutely 
nd everlaſting'y, not only fora Prncfſt to make 
ronement for ity Sins, and to ſandihe and 
offer thy gitts to the Father 3, but as a Frophet, 
to teach thee ſuch Lays, Statutes and Judg» 
ments, as. arc fit and r:quiſlite tor thee to ob+ 
ſerve; and as a King, to rule and govern 
thee by my Law: Thy heart muſt be my 
Throne, and therc mui I fit, and cxercife 
my Authozity, and hzv: thy whole man at 
command. This Chritt calis for: but alas! 
too many that (like Boaz his Kinſman) bave 
a mind of the bencht and inheritance, yet here 
turn their backs, and will rather let the inhe- 
ritance go to another, than they will take 
Chrift with it : Many will have Chriſt his 
Crown, but f:-w will rake up his Croſs ; and 
therefore Chriſt his calls arc but ſlowly heark- 
ned to in this re{peA. 

6. Chrift calls ſom<times to awaken and 


| excire his -Spoutc, when ſhe is dull and flug- 


giſh in hex work; ſometimes the hearts of 
Gods 
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Gods own people grow lazy and ſluggiſh, ei- 
ther laying afide their ſpiricual work, or per- 
forming it lazily. Tt they pray, they pray 
hearcleſsly and carcleſly, as if they mattered 
not whether they (ped or not. If they read or 
hear, they doit in too formal and cuſtomary 
a manner, not {tudying to profit thereby. 
If they come to the Lords Table, they come 
not with that appetite, and enlarged deſire 
_ and expeRation that they ſhould 3 though 
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indeed their wants are many and great, yet iff, 


God ſhonld put the fame queſtion to them, 
that he did to Elijab, What doſft thow here Eli- 


jab ? it would be hard for them to give aþ; 


clear and particular an{wer, or a good ac- 
count of their being there, They Have Sins 


cnough to repent of, but yet the fight off; 
Chritt bleeding and dying doth but little move, 
or affect them; They can look upon him; 


whom they have pierced, and yet mourn but 
little over him 3 they can behold what Chriſt 
hath done and ſuffered, out of pure love to 
them, and yet have little ſtirrings of Joy and 
Thankfulneſs in their hearts. And as for 


their ſpiritual watch, they let that fall, though þ, 
in their enemies country z and hereby they þ; 


give advantage and opportunity to their ene- 
my" to tempt them, and take them in his net. 
Therefare that carefal and faithful Captain of 

our 
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- Jour Salvation , ſeeing. in what danger we are, 
1-Inot only in regard of our enemies watchful- 
r-Ineſs, . but in regard of our lazy and ſluggiſh 
poſture, which jndiſpoſeth us for our work, 
<CEnd gives advantage to our adverſary 3 he 
Otfherefore calls upon us to awaken us, and 
TYkquicken us to our watch, and to our work : 
Y*ko our watch, leſt our enemy come and take us 
Nekapping and to our work, le@ the night come 
TeÞefore our work be perfected, It is a manifeſt 
gh token of Chriſt his care and faithfulneſs, thus 
ifko knock and call by awakening Ordinances 
N, þr Providences, when thus he finds us enclined 
li-Fo ſloath, or ſluggiſhneſs: and yet many 
© UFimes he is forced to call aloud before he can 
Ic” fnake us hear. i 
ns} -. Chriſt calls to open to him, and take part 
of yith him of that rich teait, or banquet, which 
VE he hath prepared and brings with him. Be- 
IM fjevers knowing their abfolute dependance 
ut Kon Chriſt for continual ſupply of grace and 
it tomfort, they make their x<queſt to Chriſt, 
tO that he would come and make a feaſt in their 
NG Fouls 3 that he would fill their hearts with 
for {od and gladne(s3 that his comforts may de» 
gh ht their heart, whatever other thoughts 
hey nay trouble and cumber them : and hereupou 
nc- Ehriſt comes and knocks for opening and cn- 
—_ rtainment, ſaying, (as in the Text) Open to 


10 me, 
our 
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*e, my Sifter, my love, my dove, my und:filed- t 
and promiling, as Rev. 3. 20. If any man will 1 
open to me, 1 will come in, 'aad will ſup with 
him, and be ſhall ſup with me. - Chriſt would 

not looſe his feaſt when he bath prepared ity fl 
nor doth he love to eat bis morſels alone z but 6 
defires the company of his Spouſe, for whony Pl 
he hath prepared them z and therefore calls] a! 
"This was the'caſe in the Text. The Spouſe an 
verſ. 46. of the toregoing Chapter, had prayed, 
for the revival of Grace in her heart, that ſhqno 
might be prepared to receive and entertainf0' 
Chriſt; and b:ing ſo tix.d,begs his-companyſfro 
This requett is granted, for Chriſt according 2 
to her requeſt comes, and defires to have th{fag 
door opened ro him ; when Chriſt comes withupc 
loads of comtort, he many times findes chgitcr 
door of the heart falt ſhat againſt him, longion 
. knocks and calls b.fore he gaiu admiſhonÞ 

The Promiſes and Comforts of Chrili ftanfare 
many times long at the doors of our hearts beſ-orr 
fore we open to, and receive them by faithÞ3+ 
and many an excuſe and put-oft will many $cog 
poor foul make againſt it felf, before it will b{9 b 
perſw.ded to receive the promiſes for its ow'orn 
comfort 3 yea ſometimes ſo compliment itfit, c 
and plead excuſes, till Chrift in an angaÞ2 « 
withdraw, and make the Soul long, and wirlfearl 
an aking heart to feek Chriſt in the _ - 

| cfont 
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4 before ſhe find him. And this (I conceive ) 
if 15 Not the leaſt part of the Holy Ghoſts deſign 
jd to diſcover in this Text. 
1d And thus have I ſhewed you ſome of thoſe 
ic] things which Chriſt would have when he 
at knocks and calls. The laft thing in the Ex- 
nd plication of the DoEtrine, is to ſhew what 
1s are the ſpecial times of ,Chrifi his knocking 
i(e and calling. 
if Tothis I anſwer in general, That there is 
(h4no Dilpenſation of God that he exercifeth 
ain}towards us, but it hath ſomething of a call 
ny{from God in it. Every Ordinance of God, 
ings a call from God, and comes with ſome Mef- 
chifage unto us. Meſſengers are not ſent, but 
-icflupon fome meſſage or errand. . God's Mini- 
thdſters are his Mcſſcogers, (ent unto us, with 
onJlome word of Reproot, Inſtruction, Counſel, 
 5nlor Comfort. And therefore the Scriptares 
ant re aid to be Profitable for Dodrane 3 Reproof, 
: beLorredion,and Inſtruttion in raghteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 
ithÞ13+ 16+ And it is God's word that his Mef- 
ny cagers bring , and therefore their melſlage is 
11 þ$0 be heeded, becauſe it is a call or meſlage 
owifrom God. Every (ecret.impulle of the Spt- 
t iefiit, check, and conviction of thy Conſcience, 
$2 call from God, ought to be liſtened and 
earkned to, for Conſcience is God's Deputy 
Vice-gerent in the foul, Every Provi- 
dence 


W1 
miſe! 


eto 
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ins that befals thee, whether Mercy beſtow- 
ed upon thee, or Aſfliction, is a Meſſenger ſent 
from God, and hath ſomething of a call in 
it, ſomething that God would have thee to 
learn by it. Yea, even thoſe common provi. 
dences, whether of good or evil, that beta 
thee in common with others, rhey come with 
ſome particular m-ſſege to thee. A packet of 
Letters may b: brought to a Town or place 
by on: comm:n Poft or Carrier, but ever 
ones Letter in pzr:icular comes about his ow 

{pccial buſineſs, thovgh »it come by the hand 
of the common Cairicr, So in comme 

Afl:iQions or Judgements, though they come 


ina common way, aud by a common handy | 


either Humane or Divine, or in a commot 
way of Frovidence yet they come upon 
particular errand, and about particular buſi 


neſs, to the particular perſons to whom they 1 


are ſent. It they come to thee, know there 


fore that they have ſome particular meſſage rof 1 


thee from Heaven; and therefore labour tc 
underſtand the Voice; and learn the Leſſon 


Bnt though there be ſomething of a call tron 
God in cvery paſſage of God?s carriage toward | 
us, yct there are ſome ſpecial times wherey ! 
in God's calls are much more remarkable | 


and it would be of dangerous conſequence 


toſlight ſuch calls, or let flip ſuch opportuniq £ 


191%) 
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w-l| ties And they are . ſuch times as theſe. 
-nt} 1+ Chriſt his knocks and calls are very re- 
in} markable under powerful Ordinances, accom- 
to] panied with ſecret firivings of the Spirit, and 
vid convictions of our own Conſciences. God 
fall qualifies and ſends forth his Miniſters to preach 
ith} the Goſpel unto thofe to whom he ſends 
off them, and hath promiſed.to be with them al- 
ac ways, even to the endof the world, Matth. 28. 
ery} 19, 20+ It is his work they are about, and they 
wil fnuſt have his affittance and direction in the 
nd Work." He muſt put words into their Mouths, 
zonf ſuch as may accompliſh the end and errand 
4 for which he (cads -cthemi'to fuch perſons.or 


nd people» And hence it 15, that the faithfal Mi- 
\onf*niſters and Servants of Chriti , are not onely 


Uiverfly gifted and qualified for. their work 3 
bat they tind rhe Spirit of God vafiouſly di- 
hey TeRing), affitiing , reſtraining}, or enlarging, 
rc according, as God is pl-aſed to ni3ke ule of 
' ro] them, 'and tall them forth wipoa fome parti- 
td] cular work and' detigne. There is ſcarce a 
on] faithful Miniftcr of Chiik but may obſerve 
on this in himſelf by frequent experience, both 
rdg in his private Studies, and publick Exerciſcs. 
41% Now when God doth by h1s Spirit in A more 
le { than ordinary manner raiſe, cnlarge, ad di- 
nce} te& his Servants 1n their ſtudies 3 warming 
ni the Word" uppa - their Hearts 3 and likewit: 
KS D inhiver 
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inven, andenlarge, and warm them in theiqg 
publick work , and at the ſame time the Spig_ , 
rit of God 1s butie at work, ſinving with 
the people to whom this Mcſage is (ent, byk 
ſecret impulſes of his Spirit, and convidior 4 
of their Conſciences :- doubtleſs this 1s a re 
markable call from Chriſt , and it would. be 
of dangerous conſequence to let flip ſuch op 
portunities, to ſi;ffe ſuch Convicians, and tc 
quench ſuch motions of the Spirit. . An emi 
nent inſtance we have of this, A&s 18. where 
we have Paul at Corinth, inwardly preſſed in, 
his Spirit, v. 5. and therefore warmed in his 
work : and thc ſame Spirit was alſo bulic at 
work in the Hearts of his hearers 3 for ma 
believed, v. 8. God encourageth him , andþ. 
bids him not fear, but go on boldly with higf z. 
work, and he will be with him, and defend " 
him: And the reaſon was, becauſe God had 
much people in that City, V. 9, 10+ This was 
a remarkable time of Chriſt his calling : andþy 
the Fews oppoling the Apoltle, and rc3<Aing, 
this call, proved of dreadful conſequence to bee 
them, v. 6. for the Apoſil: left them , andf} 
preached to the Gentiles. When Chriſt by his], 2 
Spirit really warms the Heart of the Minilierf,,. 
in his work, and withal ſends his Spirit to 
open thine Ears to attend, to enlighten thy 
Underſtanding to apprehend, to convince thy 
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A hudgmont of the truth of what is ſpoken, 
* nd ro awake thy Conſcience, and make thy 
towels to ſtir within thee, as here he did the 
b Jpoule, Cant. 5+ 4, 5- this is a ſpecial call 
Mom Chriſt; and take heed how thou reſiſt- 
ft it, or lettelt it (hp. 
"1 2. Chrift his Knocks and Calls are emi- 
'Fhent, under ſpecial and remarkable Providen- 
Ns. The more eminent and rematkable 

od*'s Providences are towards them , the 
more loud and conſiderable ate his ealls up 
"Dn thee: As for inftance, | 
his 1. Under viſible danger of Chrili his re- 
 *Jnoval or withdrawing, It Chiiſt ſhew figns 
nd tokens of removing, it is to correct our 
ex negligence, and: to quickew as fo lay 
F aſter: hold upon him. ' * Thus ia this Chapter; 
by 4 phercof the Text is part, che Spoute did but 
\aCGJoo much ſlight Chritt, in that ſhe 'was* fo 
Ks Zy that ſhe would not aiic to let hifi infant 
m heretore he withdrew , and made hiet' feek 
him ſorrowing, with an aking Heart, * and 
uilty (elf-condemning, confuience , long be- 
pre ſhe could hnde him. Upon this account 
tis that Chrift's departure fron a prrſon or 
eople 15 many times gradual. He doth not 
Yepart on a ſudden, but by tleps and degrees 3 
t every ſtep may be a motive to lay hold 
= don Chritt. before: Nie" be quite gone--* Tits 
&'} DW 2 we 
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we find he departed from the Temple of oldy a 


as is evident in Ezekzel's viſion, chapter 10. 114 h 
The glory of God: firſt removed to the door] p 
of the houſe, from thence to the Mountainy of 
and then quite away. If we have any bujfr 
lineſs with God, it is high time to improvgTf 
our preſent oportunity; when God tells us byO 
lignes and tokens that he is removing, ' andhe 
ready to be gone. There is a wo immediateſby 
ly falls upon that perſon or people from whomſm 
God departs, when he is gone , Hoſea 9. 12{for 
Wo unto them when I depart from them. Andſhi 
therefore the fignes of God's departure muſiſpre 
needs be ſtrong, alarms to cauſe us (peedily tofthe 
lay hold;5upon God before he depart. ThereJpe: 
fore ſaith the Prophet, Iſai. 55. 6. Seek ye thahis 
Lord while he may be found, call upon him whileut 
be is neer. | ta 
2- When God hath for ſome time withÞrit 
drawn himſelf, and afterward for ſome littI$vil! 
ſpace hath returned again, and manifeſted higo 
preſence or nearneſs : this is a loud call toÞþroi 
improve our time, and while it is called toffer i 
day, to hearken, and not harden our hearts Þnce 
We read in the parable of the barren Fig-treeFere 
Luke 13. 6, &c. that when the owner hadfle, 
come ſeveral years expeQing fruit, and foundfear 
none., he commands that the Trice be cufond 
down, becauſe it but cumbred the ground : butf tin 
Al 
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1dj at the requeſt and interceſſion of his Hervant 
x14 he ſpares it one year longer, and takes more 
zorj pains with it that year than he had done of 
injother years beforez and if then it bear not 
buy fruit, it muſt be cut down without remedy. 
ovalF after our many years barrenne(s in God's 
byOrchard, and his threatning to cut us down, 
andhe takes more than ordinary pains with us, 
atehby his Word, Meſſengers, and Spirit, ſeeming 
om{more eminently and vilibly to return to us 
12For (ome ſpace, to dig about us, and dung us : 
\nd{his is a loud call from him to improve the 
nuſpreſent opportunity, Ielt he cut us down, and 
y taſtiere be no ſervant to ſtand in the gap, or 
exeJpeak a word for us. God's Minifters aze. 
thhis Husbandmen, and if God threaten to 
bilegut down any Tree, they cry out,: Lord ſpare 
talictle longer, let us take a 1irt]; more pains 
ithÞvith itz andit chen it will not be truittul, we 
\ttl$vill hold our peace: and it hcrcupon God 
hiflo for ſome time {pare, and yct no fruit be 
1 toÞrought forth, that Tree will be in great dan- 
| toÞcr to be curſed, and devored to the fire. If 
artsÞnce God (ay to his Miniſters as once he did to 
trceFeremy, Jer. 7. 16. Pray not thou for this pea» 
hadFle, neither lift wp prayer nor cry, for I will not 
zundfear thee 3 ſuch people mutt needs bein a (ad 
tbonditions and therefore it our time be but 


but} time of probation, it is dangerous to let 
at D 3 it 
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it flip ,; leſt God ſwear in his wrath, that web + 
ſhall not entes into his reſt. We finde thatf þ, 
good and publick-ſpirited wav, Ezra, chap. 9 y, 
v. 8, &c. ſadly trembling and altoniſhed at fuciy ;. 
a thing as this : God had purifhed his people] g 
by a ſcventy years Captivity tor their {ins ; ang} ,, 
now for a little time grace had been ſhewed tq 
them from the Lord, to give them a nail uy, 
his Sanctuary, and ſome tokens of his tavoury , 
and vilible preſence 3 but now they begin tq 
fall to their old courſe of finning, and mify,,, 

improve this day of grace : this makes Ezra tt 
tremble, and fit down aſtoniſhed. And ( (pe 
what he ſaith in his Prayer to God, verl. 13. N,, 
after all that is come upon wu for onr evil deeall jh, 
ſeeing that thou our God baſt puniſhed ws leſs j.,, 
than our iniquities deſerve, and haſt given M{;n 
ſuch deliverance as this 5 ſhould, we again brealſ F,, 
#hy commandments Wouldſt not' thou Wu, 
angry with us, until thou had(} deſtroyed us, yh 
that there ſhould be no remuant nor eſcaping}me; 
Clearly intimating, how dangerous a thingiſrh 
is, to ſhut our car againſt ſuch a call as thifang 
NOT fin 
3- Chriſts Call is eminent under great meJn,, 
cies ſpiritual or temporal largely befiowgq,,, 
' upon us, The more largely God's hand For 
opened to thee in Bounties, the more loud J/, } 
his Knock and Call to thee to open to hinJqey 

tl 
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| the Pſalmiſt makes this a ſtrong argument to 
his ſoul to return to his God, Pſal. 116.7. Re- 
rrn unto thy reſt (i.e. unto'thy God, for God 
11s the only true and perfect reſt of the Soul) 
O my ſoul : for the Lord hath dealt bountifnlly 
| with thee. And if in this caſe thou ſhut him 
"4 out, or turn a deaf ear to his call, the greater 
7 will be thy fin : we finde therefore the Spirit 
uh of God often aggravating the ſins of men trom 
this confideration; as in the cafe of David, 2 $a- 
pity revel 12. when he had ſinned in the matter of 
*MUVrz2b, God ſends Nathan tohim, who thus 
(et {peaks to him from the Lord, ver. 9,8,9. T 
* Fanointed thee king over Iſrael : and T delivered 
eall thee from the hand of Saul: I gave thee thy ma- 
lifters houſe, and thy maſters wives into thy bo- 
# ſome, and gave thee the bouſe of Iſrael and of 
red Tudah : And if that had been 100 little, I would 
s Fmoreover bave given thee ſuch and ſuch things : 
, Awberefore then baſt thou deſpiſed the command- 
nghment of the L-rd, to do evil in bis fight * —— 
gfThis made David's tin wondertully great 3. 
and fo is it a moſt fad aggravation of any mans - 
fin : Sec how God picads with his Church, 
NCTDexut. 32. upon this account, Do you thus re- 
WA quite the Lord? Why, what had God done 
d ftor them? See verſ. 9g, &c. he had choſe them 
ud or bis portion ; His Providence had been won=- 
his derful about them, his Pretence Had been 
tl D 4 wonder - 
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wonderfully with them, and his Goodneſs | 


had been wonderful towards them 3 and that 
therefore they ſhould grow fat and kick, was 
an heinous and intolerable affront, and would 
be dreadful in the iſſue; and therefore witheth 
that they would be wiſe, to conſider their later 
end : let us theretore thiok ot this, whom God 
bath (o (zvery way) loaded with bleſſings; 

4. Chriſts calls are remarkable, when his 
judgments. are terrible 3 when the terribleneſs 
ot Gods Judgments do maniteſt the heat of 
Gods wrath, then it is high time to know 
the voice of the rod, and who bath appointed it. 
We read Amos 4. God threatens to draw them 
forth with fiſh-hooks, and caſt them out of 
their own land, becauſe of their incorrigible- 
neſs under his Fadgments: he had fo and fo 
puniſhed them for their fins, and yet they had 
not returned to the Lord, and therefore he 
would do thus with them, verſ. 12. And what 
follows? (mark) And becauſe I will do thus wnto 
tbee, therefore prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael. 
This was a loud call, without any more de- 


lays to prepare to meet God, The-ſame Pro- 
phet puts this queſtion in the Negative, which 
the more ſirong]ly affirms, Amos 3. 6. Shall « 
Trumpet be blown in the City, and the people 
aot be afraid * When Gods Judgments tound 
as a Trumpet of an Enemy that hath oh 
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ſs | the City, it is high time for the people to 


tremble. 

5- When che meaning of Gods dealings 
with us 1s plainly and legibiy written in the 
| forchead of Gods diſpeniations towards us, 
the more loud and intelligible is his call. When 
the finger of God in his Providences plainly 
points at our carriages, ealje to be-read and 
underſtood, this makes the call more clear, 
and us the more inexculable it we take not 
notice of it. Sometimes a man may plainly 
read his fin that God (mites at, 1n his puniſh- 
ment : as David might read his lin of Adultery 
and Murder, iu Abſalom's Rebellion, and lying 
with his Concubines, Sometimes Judgments 
put ſuch a ſtop to us in our fin, and take away 
the very occaſion of our fins, or the things 
whereby we ſin, that we may plainly ſce God 
correQing ſuch a lin in us. Sometimes again, 
the circumitances of the puilhment clearly 
point at the cauſe of them, as here in the Text, 
Chrift his immediate departure, after the 
Spouſe her complemental excuſe and refulal 
to open to him, did molt clearly point out her 
fin to her, and (noqueſtion) was a moſt bit- 
ter and biting fting upon hcr Conſcience. 
Sometimes there comes ſecret convictions and 
intimations of the cauſe of Gods cotroverlic, 
along with the affliction, God whiſpers us in 

the 
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the ear,and tells us that ſuch a laſh and ſcourge 
is for ſuch a fault z and when theſe things fall} 


out thus, they arc loud calls from Chriſt to 


hearken to In(truction, and to;bow our ear tof 
Diſcipline. That ſaying of Elihu 1s very con-| 


fiderable for this purpoſe, Fob 36. 8, 9, 10, 
11. If they be bound in fetters, and holden in 


cords of © afflifizon : Then be ſheweth them their 


work, and their tranſpreſſion, that they bave 
exceeded. He openeth their ear to diſcipline, 
and commandeth them to depart from iniquity. 
If they obey and ſerve him, then they ſhall tend 
their days in proſperity, and their years in plea» 
ſure. But if they obey not, they ſhall periſh by 
the ſword, and ſhall dye without knowledge. 
And therefore it muſt needs be of dangerous 
conlequence, to turn the deaf ear to ſuch a 
loud call as this is. Thus remarkable Provi- 
dences are a loud call from Chriſt tv open to 

him. | 
3. Cariſt his calls are remarkable, when he 
comes upon our calling and invitation 3 when 
we from a (enſe of his abſence have earneſtly 
begged for his coming , and he in anſwer to 
our prayers doth come, and ftands knocking 
at the doors of our hearts for admiſſion and 
entertainment z this call 15 very loud, and our 
refuſal to open, would be-moſ unworthy. 
This 1s the very caſe in the Text, and there- 
fore 
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fore I need not multiply Texts or Inſtances 


| about it, for the caſe is plain enough here. The 


Spouſe had prayed that Chrift would come 
into the garden of her heart z Chriſt makes no 


| delay, but quickly comes, and might reaſona- 


bly exped& to find ready admiſſion, being ſo 
earneſtly invited; but contrary to his ex- 


xr) petation, he finds her in bed, the door ſhur, 


and ſhe too lazy to ariſe to open to him 3 and 
therefore he withdraws in a diſcontent , as 
well he might. It therefore upon our ear- 
neſt prayer Chrift come and knock-at the door 
of our hearts, cither by his Ordinances or 
Providences, let us not ſtand debating whe- 
ther we ſhall let him in or not, whatever po- 
fture we be in, though naked in our bed : for 
this is a ſpecial time of his coming, and will 
be unkindly taken, it he tinde not admiſſion 
according to his invitation. 

4+ When Chriſt his calls are accompanied 
with a great deal of ecarnelincls and impor- 
tunity.» When Chiiſt is in (o very good ear- 
neſt, that he woes and intreats, and will take 
no denial z this is a loud , becauſe an earneft 
call, and argues that he is come very nigh, e- 
ven to the very door. Therefore the Prophet 
adviſeth by all means to cloſe with fuch an 
opportunity as this,7/ai. 55. 6. Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, andcall upon bim while 
be 
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be is neer. This was the caſe of the Spouſe 
in the Text. Chriſt was come to her door, 
and not onely ſtood there knocking, but by 
all the friendly compellations imaginable, en- 
deavours to 'perſwade her to let him in: Open 
to me, my fiter,my love, my dove, my undefiled. 
And when this will not do, he comes near to 
the door, and puts in his finger by the hole 
of the door, as though he would make a for- 
cible entry 3 intimating his earneſt delire to 
have admiſſion ; and therefore it was un- 
kindly done of her to keep him out, and cofi 


her dear before he did come in. And fo it 


may be with thee. 

5. When Chritt his Locks are wet with the 
dews of the night,then are his calls earneſt and 
importunate,and it wiil be of dangerous conſe- 

nence to keep him out. This is the argument 
which Chriſt makes uſe of in the Text, Open to 
me,my fitter, my love, my dove, my undefiled : for 
my bead i filled with dew, and my locks with 
the drops of the night. Many things may be 
included 1a this argument, and all of force to 
perſwade her to. let him inz and making the 
argument more ſtrong and forcible, make the 
call tobe ſo much. the louder, and the denjal 
the more unreaſonable. The words may be 
taken ina good ſenſe : My head i filled with 
dew, and my locks with the drops of the night« 
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1» c- I come full fraught with all manner of 
Bleſſings and Benefits, that may tend to the 
chearing, refreſhing, and. tridtifying of thy 
ſpiritual man, There is nothing wanringin 
me to make thee perfedly and cvery way hap- 
py zonely open to me, and let me 1n : and then 
thou ſhalt be made partaker of. all that 1s mine, 
and all that is in mc. What is not wanting 
in me, ſhall not be wanting to thee, onely 
open to me by Faith, and let me in= And the 
truth is, all our emptineſs and penury ari- 
ſeth not from any want or defe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, in him all fulneſs dwels 3 but from our 
ſelves, becaule we open not to him. And 
thus underſiood , they are an anſwer to the 
Spoule her prayer, Chapter 4. 16- Awake, O 
north wind, and come thou ſouth, 2ad breath mp- 
on my garden, that the ſpices therecf may flow out. 
She prays for the breathivgs ot the Spirit, 
whereby her Graces might be: revived , and 
made more active, and udoriterous. And to 
this Chriſt an(wers, that the oncly way to ob- 
tain this in the cxicnt and tulneſs of it, 
Is to . open to him by Faiitt, and let him 
into the Heartz ard it ihe will do fo, 


he aſſures. her that he brings all fulneſs of 


grace and blflings with him, his very head 
and locks are fillcd with them 3 and ſurely 
this is a moſt full and convincing argument, 

being 
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being applied as an anſwer to her prayer, and 
might well have the force of a loud call in her 
ears ,ſufficient to raiſe her, though laid down 
to take her caſe. But the words may alſo be 
taken in a bad ſenſe, importing the miſery 
and hardſhip which Chriſt had undergone in 
coming to her in ſo dark and wet a night, and 
that (ti]l he did endure by ſtanding out of doors 
in the wet, and dark, and cold. As if Chriſt 
had ſaid, O my dearcft Spouſe ! thou, by thy 
prayer, Which fo lately thou didſt ſend to 
me, didſt importune my company and help; 
and out of that true affe&ion which I have for 


thee, and commiſeration of thy condition, 


I have undertaken this long and tedious Jour- 
ney, wherein Iam bvenighted 3 the way hath 
been very foul, ( for I have trodden the Wine- 
preſs of God's wrath alone, have endured 
much perſecution in my own perſon, and the 
perſons of my Miniſters, and much contra- 


diction of finners againſt my (elf 3 it hath coſt] 


me my dearcfi hearts blood to make my way 
to thee ) and the weather hath been very wet, 
ormy, and tempeſiuous, ſo that I am wet 
to the very skin, not a dry hair upon my 
head, and the night hath been and-is very 
dark, fo dark, that it made me cry out, My 
God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? and 
mow I am come, I ſtand at thy door in e 

miſe- 
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4 [miſerable wet and weary condition, deſiring 
entrance and admiſſion; Therefore open to 
me 3 and though thou be in thy warm bed,and 
bel caſe, yet confider what a ſad condition I 
ry am in, and how bad and dangerous it is for 
." [my health to ſtand here in this condition 3 
= and do not fo far forget thy relation to me, 
\rs [by late requeſt, the pains and hardſhip which 
m I have endured, and do endure, and the reci- 
rocal AﬀeRion which thou oughteſt to bear 
nto me, as to ſuffer me to ſtand here out of 
« ; [oors, but ariſe quickly and open to me. It 
- Fhou haſt any pity or commiſcration in thine 
eart, ſhew it now to me thy beloved Hus- 
F; and. And what could be {aid more, to make 
\ch [2< argument preſſing and cogent ? and therc- 
| Jore. mult needs have the torce of a loud, a 

phy” owertul, and irrcliliible call. : | 

the} And thus I have done with the Explicationz 
12. $2d now follows the proot and confirmation 
| P f the Doctrine, That to be lazy and ſecure, 
_ hen Chriſt calls and knocks, may be of very 
angerous conſequence 3 elpecially when his 
vo ming and calling is in anfwer to our Prayers, 
my[9% ſce here it was iu che Text. The truth 
ery { which will mauifcitly appear, from theſe 

M lowing Copliderations- 
?F 1. Let us coufider the greatneſs of our in- 
tatitude. and unkindnels which hereby we 
mani- 
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maktifeft ; nay, I may ſay, not onely unkind: 
neſs and unthankfulneſs, but we hereby mani-ſth 
feſt wonderful hypocrifie and difſimulation þ 
Weimportune and intreat Chriſt to come intdfſi1 
our Souls 3 and (if our words were to be takeifffic 
in prayer) we {hew our ſelves to be very earfin 
neſtly defirous of his company, and that wgyo 
fiand in great need of his help, and thereforgat 
will take no denial, but intreat again andan 
again. At laſt Chriſt yields, conſents, andop 
(laying atide all other bufineſs) cones, litelgot 
queſtioning but to finde us in a readineſs tgha 
receive himz or however, willing to opeqpu 
to him when he knocks and calls, in regarqrag 
we have ſo earneſtly invited him. Thereforgtin 
now at his coming to finde the doors ſhutJdea 
we (o careleſs of his company as not to watci}ma 
for him one hour; and when he knocks angAn 
calls, for us to anſwer, I have put off my coattfto 
how ſhall T put them on ? T have waſbed my fea W' 
bow ſhall 1 defile them: ? To make thus light Spc 
his pains and coming, what greater unkind dep 
neſs, or manifeſt token of complementingand 
diſſimulation and hypocrifie can be ſhewedFkor 
Well may Chriſt ſay, O Spouſe ! though thy ltat 
invitations ſeemed to be real, yet by this carf ſho! 
riage I ſee, and plainly perceive the faHfnely ame 
and treachery of thy diſſcmbling heart 3 foſ/oo# 
inſtead of dealing plainly and faithfully witlf ded 
me 
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nd:4me, thou haſt but mocked me 3 and how canſt 
ni-ſthou then ſay , that thou loveſt me? Well 
n ;#may Chriſt then take this ingratitude and dif- 
ntdſfimulation unkindly from her, and take occa- 
keiffion hereupon to deparr, If any of you ſhould 
zarfJinvite a friend to your houle, and according to 
weyour carnefi invitation your friend comes, but 
forgat his coming you ſhut the doors againſt him 1 
andand though you be within, yet you refuſe to 
anJopen to him, may he not well take this piece 
telgot ingratitude and mockery unkindly at your 
; tqkands , and look upon it as anhigh affront 
peqſput upon him , and therefore depart iu a 
arqrage, and reſolve to mils your door the next 
forgtime he comes that way ? But if a Wife ſhould 
utJdeal thus with her Husband, would not this 
tc Mmanifeſt much difſimulation and unkindneſs ? 
angJAnd may not he well take this as an Hhigh af- 
att front, to be thus ſlightly looked upon by his 
Feet} Wife ? Such is the cate between Chriſt and his 
t of Spouſe 3 and therefore no wonder though he 
ind depart in a diſcontent, when thus affconted, 
tingand treach-roufly dcalt with. We tinde it rec- 
ed koned among the Sufferings of Chriſt in his 
thy fate of Humiliation, Iſai. 53+ 2, 3. that he 
car ſhould be lightly eftcemed and accounted of 
ne] among men. —— There i no beamty that we 
fol ſhould defire him. He is deſpiſed and reje+ 
yith ed of men. — We bid our faces, as it were, 
me E from 
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from him, He was deſpiſed, and we eſteem 
bem not. So John 1. 11. He came to bis ow'*? 
and his own received bim uot. Thus to be dÞ 
ſpiſed and mocked, and that by his own, thif®*! 
goes near his hcart, and may well put hig © 
into a rage againſt us. This affront wou 
far more cafily have bcen born, had it bee" 
from an enemy 3 bur from a friend, and (® 
near a relation, one that had given him ſo fap%* 
an invitation, this cuts and wounds to thiff'* 
very hcarts Sce what David ( perſonatin} 
Chriſt in the treachery of Fudas ) ſpeak'® 
Ffal. 55. 12, Oc. It was not an enemy that 
proached me, then I could bave born it. --- þ tl 
it was thou a man, mine equal, my guide, a _ 
mine acquaintance « this fo provokes, that hF" 
ſaith, ver(. x5+ Let death ſeize ou them, a 
let them go down quick, into hell, for wickedne 
zr among them. Yca,this itruck ſad upon Chriſif®! 
Spinit, Pſal. 41. 9. Teagmine own familiafp* 
friena, in whom Truſted, which did eat of Jl 
bread, bith lift up his beel again(| me. Suchf"* 
affronts as theſe cut deepz they wourd to theſ!® 
very heart: and therefore no wonder if thif? 
eficas and conſequences which tollow hereÞ$'© 
pon, be ſad and dreadful to the ſoul. | 
2. Conlider the great damage which ourf ® 
Souls' (uſtein by keeping out the Lerd Jeſus} 
Chriſt. 'If we ſhut him out, he may with-P* 
draw :Þ* 
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"wa: Nay, it is the next way to provoke him 
. 4þ withdraw,and how (hall we then live with 
thi it him ? we read Fobn I 5. Jo Without me, 
hi © Jefus Chriſt, ye can do nothing , neither 
ouljealing to God, nor profitable to your (elves. 
Leehnd therefore what a miſerable condition are 
3 (oa left in, if Chriſt depart ? Therefore faith 
fp0d, Hoſe 9+ 12» Wo alſo unto them when I 
 thikpart from#bems. And aſſure thy,ſclf, that thou” 
tinþaft not take a more efteual courſe to cauſe 
2;$"1 to withdraw, than to ſhut him out when 
| comes at thine invitation. Chriſt may 
thdraw, yea, and fo withdraw as never to 
turn again, or call at thy door more, 'Pſal. 
I 11, 12» My people wonld not hearken to 
y voice 5 aud Wracl wonld none of me; ſo 1 
! them up #0 their own-bearts luſt : and the 
riff alked in their own counſels, God knocked 
-1; pity years '&t T/raels door, but when no ad- 
iflon would be had , then He ſware #2 his 
Sudh!ath, that they ſhonld never enter into his reſt. 
theflal. 95. 10, 11. See that threatning againſt 
* thitÞbraim, than which there could not be a 
ere-Freater, Hoſe ' 4; 17. Ephraim i joyned to 1- 
li,let bint# alone. As it God had laid, There . 
our nohopes of- < ra him 3 1 have called 
eſusiien at his o6r, but to Jitt]e purpoſe ; there» | 
ith-PÞre 1 will Eoffecrn ny ſelt-no more aboar 
\w ;Ji0, I' will caR no mote at his door. "Read 
| E 2 with 
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withtrembling Ezeke 24* 13, 14+ ,\; Prove 14 
24» XCe .. J 'h 
Sometimes though God «may at laſt returny , 
and by rcconciled,. and. call again, yet- it mayh, g 
' be long firlt, and many a weary, fiep may he , 
cauſe thee to take in {ecking of him before. 
thou find him.. , God threatens this, Hof. 5. 154th 
I will go and return to my place, aud hide my, 
Pr Fm ſeek my face © in theis afflifiion tbe 
wHl ſcek me early. And we read in'the Textgc 
that Chriſt did deal thus with his Spouſe pe 
When ſhe aroſe to open to hey beloved , hef(;; 
had withdrawn himfelt, and was gone. Chriſty, 
had heard and ab{wercd her at her firlt call ;þ; 
but ſince the had dealt fo deceitfully and dif,; 
geniouſly with him, the ſhould naw call apdfg,, 
call AZain before, he. ave her, any., aniwenfee 
ſhguld {:ck and feck him forrowing, beforefyp 
ſhe. ſhould tinde. him,.. She way but now oſs; 
Izzy, caſciul, and delicate, that the'could notfee 
abide ro be at ſo.much pains as, to put on herfhp, 
Coat, kavivg put. 1t'cft,z could nqt endure ſofpy, 
much hardſhip as to txead upon the floos withhy, 
her-naked foot, left ſhe ſhould defile tit ; But as 
it Chriſt be fo little ſtore fet by, bes love\toBle 
Chzift ſhall. be turther triedz ſhe: ſhall, gake afſoa, 
looger Journcy, and nf complaip,ſo much ; offhe 
the toulneſs of the, way. neithe, befoxe ſheſhy 
finde kim. If it be fo. tedious a, Journey - 
crols 
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| croſs the houſe-floor , Chriſt will ſee whether 
' 1'} ſhe will take a journey through the ſtreets, and 
| high-ways, in as dark and foul way and wea- 
ur't® ther as he hath come, before ſhe thnde him 3 
nay chat ſo ſhe may know ſomething of what: he 
be bach endured in comiug to her, and may now 
Ore readily opcn to him the next time. + And 
I 5Ichercfore-it is of dangerous conſequence to thut 
' MFout Chriſt, when he knocks and calls. 
tbe 3- Conlider the benefits and bounties which 
eXUIChrift brivgs with him jnto the Soul that 6+ 
uitgpens to, and enteriains, him ; Our Saviour 
| he aith, Rev. 3+ 20- Behold, IT ſtand at tbe dooy 
iſt and kaock 3 if any man open 0 8e, I will com: 
all Es wnto-bim, and will ſup with him, aud he 
dil: with me. If Chritt will makea F<ati unto ihe 
araKGoul that lets him in, it muſt needs be iil to 
VeReep him out. The Soul 'hath ny» fuch tore 
forehof provition within her (cl, as to d={p1-: the 
V 10Feaſts which Chritt will make hcr. la 'the 
NOtfText Chriſt makes uſe ot this Argument to 
hetmove her to open the door, For my head is 
: fo ied with dew, and my locks with the drops of 
yith beaight-: which being taken 1n a good icale, 
ulFas was notcd betore) 1ntimates the tulngts of 
:\(OFÞ logs and Benchts which Chriit comes 
Ec Yoaden with, when he delires entrance into 
|. offlhe Soul. Sure I am, that he that commands 
ſhefſhat None ſhould appear before the Lord empty, 
G Td W1]I 
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will not himſelf come empty-handed, to giy 
his Spouſe a viht, eſpecially knowing het 
needs, and for what end (he delires his com 
pany. Would you fee what Chriſti bring 
with him, read Cantic. 2. 3, 445, 6- I ſat, 
down under bs ſhadow with great delight, a 1 
his fruit was pleaſant to my taſte. | He brought, 
me into bis banquetting-houſe, and bis bannt aq 
over me was love. —— Hys left band is und 
my bead, and bis right band doth embrace my 
It hedo but breath upon our Gardens, the Spick al 
will flow out, Cant. 4. 16. He brings enoug ſ 
with bim to featt us and all our friends, Ca by 
tic. 5. k- yea, and bids both them and us heap}, 
tily welcome. See John 14. 18, 19. 1 n 4 
wot leave you comfortleſs  T will come #0 yoſ 
But what will he bring with him? He w 
bring lite, verl. 19. Becauſe 1 live, ye ſhdl 
live alſo. Where Chriſt comes, he brings t 
which will beget life, and ſpirits, grace a 
comfort : He fills the Soul with mir: hal 
comfort, and abundant fatisfaction where | 
comes, Pſal. 36.7, $8, g. therefore it is di 
gerous not to open to him at his call. 
4+ Conlider our great unworthineſs tt 
Chrift ſhould come under our roof. It Fa: 
found cauſe to ſay, that he was lefs than 
leaſt of Gods mercies; how much more 


reflecting upon our own unworthineſs, mp, 


ot 
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Wy with David, Plal. 8. 4. Lord, what is 
$141, that thou art mindful! of him ? or the ſon 


My 
ng 


man, that thou vifiteſt him * Would we take 
true view of our own {iate, and ſce how 
ſal: we are for the entertainment of Jeſus 
a%Thriſt, ſee what the Holy Ghoſt faith of us, 
STzech. 16. there he tells thee thy pedigree, 
Srl. 3. Thy father ws an Amorite, and thy 
AS other an Hittite, a curled brood, of a curted 
"Rock. He tells thee allo the manner of thy 
Phtivity, and in what poſture God tound the, 
"Bferſe 43 5- a naked and wretched infant, caſt 
Lat in its goar-blood and filthinels, none to 
1-Yity or do any neceflary office of kindnels for 
Wie 3 and 1n this potture and condition God 
YÞuod thee, and et his love upon thec, when 
' Where was nothing to be ſcen that was lovely 
ſa thee: thou walt a poor b:ggar, that had 
Whither meat for thy belly, nor clothes to cover 
* Uhy nakedne(s, nor a penny of money in thy 
h UKiſez in this condition he found thee, (et his 
T6 ye upon thee, entered into covenant of mar- 
d ge with #hee, eſpouſcd thee to be his Wite, 
 \cked and adorned thee with the Jewels of his 
S Uiace, wade thee comely through bis comelineſs 
Jo pon thee, {et thee up in high and honour- 
mn "Plc eftate ; fee Pſal. 45. 9+ the Queen ftands 
ce JChrifis right hand in Gold of Ophir,verſ.13, 
' "h. The Kings danghter 44 all gloriow within, 
Tr raiment is of needle-work,, Cc. The Virgins 
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ber companions muſt wait upon ber. * All thi 
and. more than the tongue of Men or Angel 
can expreſs, hath Chrift done for thee, who 
art a moſt unworthy wxetchz and therefore if 
now when he comes and calls, ſaying, - Open t: 
me, my ſiſter, my love, my dove, my undefiled, 8c 
that-now thou ſhouldeſt make ſuch a ſau 
and ſlight anſwer, Ihave put off my coats; b 
ſhall I put them on f Thave waſhed my feet, hos 
ſhall IT defile them? this may juſtly make 
Chriſt to repent of his match, and- thereforeſ th 
of: dangerous conſequence, We read, Luk at 
» 6. the Centurion, when Chriſt was in theſ| an 
"ab of a Servant, in his eftate of Humiliay e11 
tion , (aid, Lord T am not worthy that tho br 
ſhouldeft come under my roof. How much morg K' 
unworthy are we of the ſpiritual preſence ang] Le 
| compavy of Chriſt, now he is in his eſtate of ou 
Exaltation ? And therefore the moſt unwory| lic 
- thy and difingenious a&t that can be, is no 
to ſhut him Qut when he knocks and calls af w' 
the doors of our Hearts. defiring entertainf fo 
ment,, Well then may Chriſt take this - as & no 
moſt horrible affront, from ſuch haſe and uny fel 
worthy upftarts as we axe, who but the oth ta, 
day were naked and beggarly creatures. Bug pu 
this will yet appear-tq n 23 greater affront} fri 
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5+ We confider' the great —— 
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Chrift in:coming. Chriſt is the eternal San- 
of God , and Heir of all thingsz he is the: 
King of Glory, Pſal. 24+ 7.8, g, 10. Hir 


iff Throne i in Heaven : His Kingdom # over all-: 
i He is God bleſſed for ever ; needs not thee to 


adde any thing to his happineſs. It is a con- 


{ deſcenfion in him to behold. the things that 


are done. in Heaven , much' more to be- 
hold avy earthly creature, And yet this 


cel King of Kings, and Lord of Lords comes to 


thy poor, footty, beggarly Cottage 3 knocks 


vl at the door of thy Heart , deſires adavilion 


1 and entertainment there, and will be content 


either with (ach as he findes,, or ſuch as he 
brivgs. For thee theretore to ſhut out this 
King of Glory, is a moſt inexcuſable affront. 
Let me illuſtrate theſe two Arguments , of 


our unworthyneſs, and Chriſt his condeſcen- 


fion, by this fimilitude. FOTP 
Suppoſe the greateſt King or Emperor ia the: 


q world ſhould meet a poor, naked, vaſty, de- 


formed-Beggar, nothing - but Dirt and Lice 3 


- not a rag to cover her-nakedne(s, not a mor- 


ſel of bread to put .in. her. mouth, not-a Cot- 


$ tage to.put her head in, not a penny! in her 
uf purſe, but more in debt than: fhe and all her 
th friends inthe world are able to pay, and there 


fore caft out of her houſe and harbour ,-no- 


thing but-the bare Dunghil. to lic upon, naked,, 


what 
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whatever weather come , and ſo our of cre: 
dit as that none would pity her,” or let her 
come in; This great. Emperor caſts his ey6 
upon her, pities her condition, fets his lore} 
upon her, promiſeth that it ſhe will cake him 
for 'her Husband , he will pay her debts forſ 

her, procure her a diſcharge, will marry her, 
and make her his Bride or Queen, waſh away 
alt her filehyneſs, deck and adorn her with 
all coſtly Jewels-and Raiment ſuitable co the 
quality -and degree of ſach a perſons wife as 
himſelf 5s, mw that there ſhall be nothing 
wanting to make her happy: Hereupon the 
match is concluded, and he owns her for his 
Spouſc, decks 2nd adorns her according to 
promiſe, puts clothes upon' her back tich and 
coſtly, and money in her purſe 5 yet takes her | 
not for the preſent home to his Court and Pa- 

lace, but leaves her a while in her ſmoaky | 
Cottage : ſhe pretending love to him, thinks 
his abſence long, and therefore ſends to'him to 
inttcat his company: ſuch is the ardour of 
his affection , that he comes withoat delay, 
though the weather be wet and fiormy, the 
way foul and deep, the night dark, and the 
| Joarney tedious z findes her in bed, the doors 
Gur; - and therefore knocks and calls, ſaying, 
' Opento.me, my deareſt Spouſe, for Iam come 
ar-thy requeſt, though I have not 'a dry har 


upon 


—_ 
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4 upon my-bead;or thread upon my back 3 there- 
of (ore\ opan.'to- me, and Jet me in; And ſhe 
val hoold Gy, Lam goncto-bed, 1 cannot gee up, 
I cavnot take fo much pains now as topur on 
i my coat, FE am: compoting my (elf for ' reſt, 
-_ | have. wathed- my feet, have no minde tode- 
file or dirty them with coming over the: floor 3 
and therefore if -you would have'comein, you 
th | {ſhovld have: come ſooner. © Suppoſe all this, 
ie | would this:anfwer be well-taken ? might noc 
ax'| this be of dangerous conlequence to this proud 
" beggar, and. give juſt. occaſion to blaft a)l 
her hopes 2 > Have undervalued my (elf thus 
(may the King fay) to advance a proud beg- 
'} gar, and doth ſhe ſerve me thus? Bur” I will 
| an her in the condition 1 found her, and 
come yo more. at her. This -15 the caſe be- 
' tween Jefus Chrift and his Spouſe 3 nay, there 
. cannot \bethat inequality between the higheſt 
Prince-in the world and the meaneſt Beggas, 
that there . i. between Jeſus Chriſt ' and his 
Spouſe-: And therefore we -may eaſily ima- 
ine, of how dangerous conſequence it” may 
, tofhat out Jeſus Chrift when he knocks 
and calls; eſpecially when bis coming is-1 

anſwer/to. our Prayers. -l 
+ '6.. Conſider the great wrong which we d6 
to Jeſus: Chriſt, if we do not opens ta him et 
his call.:\The wrong that will fa}} upos Chriſt, 
| by 


=, © © << 
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by our not opening to him, is ſet ddwn in 
Text, in theſe, words, For wycbead is fillell fe 
with dew, and my locks with the drops | of thi ds 
night > which words (as we told. you befordY A; 
may be taken 4n; a-bad ſen(e. as well as a'goodf th 
denoting the miſery, ſufferings, and affliciongJfic 

that Jeſus Chriſt endures, in making way, and av 

"coming unto his people: in which: words JC} 
. would:obſerve;-C( 1.) the great pains which Jeſhis 

Cas Chriſt had. taken, to come 3 ſuch was theſſhi 

length and tediouſnes. of the way, ſo many[Ch 

oblixuctions and. lets,; ſo many difficulties andbi 
hardſhips, that be was benighted; and it wasIfii 
got very late .when he came ;.: and-thereforeſyir 
pity / to Jet+him:;ſiand- any longer wet andjGi 
weary i Oh, what haſte would: a:loving Wife|Th 
make-to ariſe and;open.to her Husband,in ſuch 
a-cale; as this is! [And if ſhe: did-pot, hberfan 

H might well take it unkindly at her fridd 
hands: - And yet'/ the: Spouſe here; makes anfeFi 
Apology, I baveiprtc.off my coat, "KC Such } 
carriage as this:may well cauſe thim to. with» 
draw. [i 3 29027 bb wor! io , ;9 1; 

. 24 Here is, mention; made of; Drops, and 

Dews- of the night 3: which ſeem to: denote 
Atiictions, and Sufferiogs, and Hardſbips 3 for i 
{o we finde- them made uſe of. in;/Scripture ; fie 
when Zacob would {et forth whatihardſhip he Fic 
_ endured with his Father-in-law:Labgx, in his yde 

| ſervice 


| (61) 
i ſervice, he ſaith, Gen.” $1. 490. In thi day the 
i drought' cotifumed me, andthe froſts by wnight- 
ne] Aﬀictions in many places are compared to 
od the Niglit- and fo they may* well be under- 
og] iood "Here", © eſpecially * conſidering how wet 
and and Actiny' 2 night it 'was. And truely Jeſus 
Chriſt ha vety fiormy weather to cortie ' t9 
{his Spoaſe'; 'we read in Scripture what hatd- 
{hips 'he thet with in the way. Set how 
ny[Chrift-hiavſelfs complains} Pfal. 102. 23. He 
nd[bath wiakned! my firength in the way, be bath 
vaSlhorineds her qty with the ſtorms of di- 
ore chgwo's he ich made him to cry out, My 
nd{God ,''#y! God, ' wby* haſt thin forſake#l me ? 
itc}The! form was (6 bitter, that he prays, Fo- 


chſthery\ 355 be pafible; let bis cup paſy from me - 
her Jand yer bt Pleaſe tbe Father to bruiſe bim, and 
ncr fra ke bis au offering” for fin : He bave our 


an fpfiefs; and tarried our-forrows 5 the chaſtiſemens 
ch bef ow phave *ar' laid upon bis ſhoulders, \and- 
h- paitb bis ftriper we were bealed; yet we accomned 
Bs eden ſoiern 'of God, and dfflifted, He 
ured #wrd{bip nor only from enemies, but- 
rom friends; and therefore ſaith, Theſe 'were 
mounds whith T received in the bouſe- of my 
; Friends; Zcchz-13. 6. And farely this-was @' 
Foroiy night char the Spouſe therefore ſhould 
is deny ſa1Mm"entrance Auch/ a #2ight as this was,” 
Ce gally when he bad endured all this wo 

1647 | key 
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el 
ſake, that he bt .come to her,, ; WAS - great þ, 
uvkindne(s, and might well provoke hum 6, : 
withdraw. $ '< © 14 
His-urgiog:-t Argumen ems: 01m}; 
Jy.che, great prejudice that might ng in 
im by her delay , and, making . bium..co.fla 
wet and. weary theze- /-The force, of. the an- 
gument ſeems t9-jig hepe, and hethbus; figs: 
Q-my Spouſe,l have undertaken.a y;gy lad as 
ne Jeunng for thy lakes; Fam at 
(& te) cOme-'13..4. WEATY, 1 WETx; and 
dropprng condition $0 Gd pan 
pagadicial-to wy heglth.to- Rand Jong he Q: * 
thisgondicion I amin;, 4s.thou pitisſh ny kid. q, 
andhealth, and haſt any reſpect for wary of whe 
and:\ct.me 3, and ſuffer. me not toiſtaog he 
and. cach | my deathy,. Whas: mare: forgible 
argument could) be \made 'uſc of £Q- a+ Wile 
that hath. any real, welpect for her: Hucbaud 
and. yet in this ſluggiſh þumaur the + _ kim 
Sbe bath put off ber Cats, and 
on: ſhe will rather ſuffca her Husban err 
at the door, than rage fy ohogrogs depns dorpar 
onher-Coat and ler bhi in. 6 2 & 2 51} ' le 
-lndeed ſach vnhind;coprin wane arch 
Pacjudicial to 's » the 
ahh, us che Apodllc pant 
Feng end needs take a yaures > een 
tyl: mpreſion pon. the wy: of” Chriſt; to 


Ty ; bd. think 


at 
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think that this ſhould be the requital of all 
7 bis ſufferings , and that from the hand of his 
Of Spouſe : well may this then cauſc his Feelowfie 
1 barn, and cauſc him in a rage to withdraw 
"1 himſelf. Covſider this, that every denial, e>/ 
"4 very delay to-open to Chriſt, cuts him to the 
yery heart, aud doth (as it were ) make his 
FI picrced heaxe tobleed afreſh. 
1; 4 The patience of Chriſt in all his ſaffer- 
"1 1wgs, {cems here to be pointed atalſo. He had 
34 not-onely watched till he had felt a drop, but 
Ml drops, yea, till his Head was filled with drops 3 
ihe was wer to the very skin; not adry thred, 
Wor free place about him,. and therefore could 
Jcndurc to ſay no langer : and therefore fo 


Mearneſtly calls, Open to me, my fifter, my love, 
"ny dove, my. widefiled's for my bead 4 filled 
"ohwih dew, ond my locks with the drops of the 


A $g-2t. To; refube to open in' this cale, muſt 
d Hinecds be a great wrong to Clift, and may 
MXcolt us dear, if he ſhould thereupon depart, as 
Jaſily be might, being thus wronged and af- 
oy zonted by us, But | 8 
put}. 5. There -is one thing more in the Call 
* Thich makes. the- wrong intolecable 3. and that 
arePs, the place where he calls is his own houſe, 
Tc door wheaeat he knocks is his own door. . 

W< told you before, that the. place where 
aſt knockt, was at the door of the _ 


ink 
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And the Spouſe had before given her heart 
to Chriſt; therefore it was his own door that 
he knocks at, and tohis own Spouſe that hefhy 
calls, Open to me, &c. And therefore what anſfo 
intolerable wrong is here, to keep Chriſt outh 
of his own houſe, to keep his own door TocktiFhy 
againſt him, in ſuch weather , and in ſuch aſh 
condition as he was! it is a wonder that ine 
fiead of withdrawing, he did not tire the houſgſh 
about her cars , but that he is an infinitely 
patient Husband. Such carriages as thelqhyi 
are intolerable wrongs to Chriſt, and thereJTh 
fore may colt us dear. hat 

6. Conlider the carneſt and ſweet perſwaftho 
fives that Chritt at his coming and knockinghnif, 
makes uſe of to procure his admiſkon. Therdhy 
are thiee Texts of Scripture which I woulgy 
pitch upon, from thence to gather the {weeſej 
winning arguments that Chriſt ordinarilſy 
makes ul: of, when he knocks and calls at thikhee 
door of his Spouſe. One is the Text 3 any 
ther is the Parable of the great Supper at ti 
marriage of the Kings ſon, Luke 14+ 17, Sane 
and the third is Rev. 3, 20. And from thcln 
Tecxis 1 would gather theſe three Argument$yf þ 
which Chriſt makes uſe of. kr2 

1. He wooes and intreats from that neahear 
relation that is between them. She was ew 
lifter and ſpouſes as if Chriltt ſhould - eat 
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id thus: My dear fifter and ſpouſe ! it is 
; dear Brother and Husband, that is come 
wet and weary to thy door, ſtands here, wet 
0 the very skin, My head filled with dew, and 
loths with tbe drops of the night. Canſt 
:ktthou finde in thine heart to lie ſnorting in 
hy bed, and taking thine eaſe, and hear thy 
oor affiited wearicd Brother and Husband 
Jiand without in all this ſtormy weather, 
jocking and calling, and not take ſo much' 
Sins 25 to come to the door to open to me? 
hou needeft not ſtir a foot' out of the doors, 
at onely come to the door and open it. . Haſt 
how no more of a ſympathizing and com- 
Miſcrating ſpiritin thee ? Will the nearneſs of 
Þur relation work no mote upon thee? If I were 
S ſtranger to thee, I could ſay the Iefs for my 
elf 3 ( though common pity ſhould be ſhewed 
io ſtrangers ) but being ſo nearly related to 
ice, me thinks I ſhould not need to multi- 
fly words, but might finde preſent admilſion 
hd ready entertainment ; why then doſt thou 
i6t come ? Now a refuſal or ſlighty negle&t 
Inthis cafe will ſcarcely be born : the bond 
wf Relation ſhould double the force of the 
irgument, And therefore unkindneffcs from 
rar relations, arc of a more provoking and 
Fexaſperating nature, than from other perſons : 
yr eaule better —_— expcced, And _— 
ors 
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fore to deny to open to Chriſt, ' when thus hqco! 
calls, and pleads. fach an argument as thiggWc 
muſt needs be highly provoking, and of dangſct 
gerous conſequence... anc 

© 2. - He wooes: and intreats from the deay) 

and reciprocal affection that was betwixjan 
them : My Love, my Dove, my wndefiled. Ohgita 
what ſweet compellations ! How can theſe be hat 
denied ? And ſurely Chriſt is in good earneſt} 
he doth not diſſemble or flattexr. Doth ElibyDs 
ſay, Fob 32+ 22+ I know not how to give flattering|tÞ 
zitles, for in ſo doing my Maker wonld ſoon tak Dc 
me away? And do you thigk that our faithful hir 
Lord and Husband Jeſus Chriſt would flatter) 
and diſſemble ? Surely, no : He is real there-|e: 
fore in theſe ſweet and heart-melting com-Jup 
pellations, which are expreſſions of Loveſ'h« 
coming, from his very heart. My love,my dove,| '0) 
my undefiled. As it Chriſt ſhould have aid, ha 
Thou art ſhe, whoſe heart is joined to mine in|fcr 
molt ſincere and cordial Aﬀcion : I have ſet] the 
my love onely upon thee, and have choſen} 1 
thee out of the world to be my Spouſe, Haze be 
loved thee with an everlaſting love, and tbere-|| 3: 
fore with loving kindneſs bave I drawn thee 10 
and I know that thou haſt a real kindneſs and} Mi 
reſpect for me, and that thou preferreſt my 
Love. before Wine, or any thing that can be} 8" 
named ; And that in thine cycs (howeverſ We 
con- 
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Iconterhptible I may be in the eyes of the 
gworld) 1 am altogether lovely. Oh therefore 
anflet not ſloath and drowzineſs ſo far prevail, - 
and make thee to forget thy love to me, and 
ea_my love to thee (which I have given thee full 
ixijand frequent aſſurance of ) as to fuffer me to 
JbJttand here in the wet and cold. And what 
 belhard-hearted Wife could refit ſuch a heart- 
eſtmelting Argument as this? Yea thou art my 
:bel Dove. Dovesare kind to, and mourn ſore for 
;wIthe abfence of one another : Thy mate, O my 
ak Dove! is at the door, and wilt thou not let 
afulſbim in ? Yea further, thou art my,undefiled, 
tteehmy chaſt Spouſe 3 I cannot think that thine 
-xe-| heart is in the Icaſt alienated from me, or (et 
\m-[upon any other Lover: I am not jealous of 
oveſthee, and therefore (hew thy faithfulneſs and 
-ve,} loyalty by opening unto me, that I may not 
aid,þ have occaſion of jealouſie, lefi in mine ab- 
e in} ſence thy heart ſhould be taken with ſome 0- 
ſet} ther Lover. If this argument will not work, 
Jen} what may Chriſt think ? Would it not then 
Lazel be of dangerous conſequence to do that, which 
ere-| May give occaſion of jealouſie to our Lord 
'e:1and Husband? and therefore the DoQrine 
and} muſt needs. be true. | 
my 3- He wooes arid intreats from the 
; be great advantage which his coming in 
-yerl Would be unto her. Chriſt (eldom or never 
-ON+ r 2 Invit:s 
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invites us to our loſs, but we are ſure to be 
gainers by every duty or. work he puts us 
upon : He tells her here, that bis bead was 
filled with dew, and bis locks with the drops of | * 
#be night. Which'being taken in a good ſenſe 
(as was noted before) imports, that Chriſt | 
came full fravght with bleflings and benefits, 
not an hair of his head but would afford ſome 
drop of comfort or benefit, which would make 
amends for the pains whick-ſhe ſhould be at, in|. 
riſing and = to him. Andif we read | 
Rev. 3-20. hetell us, that If avy man will open | 


#nto bim, be will come in and ſup with them, ,. 


and they with bim. There is Emphaſis and 
weight in every word, he would come in. This | 
Piece of condeſcention in him, was a ſufficient © 
recompence of her pains3: it was a great ho-» 
nour, that ſuch a- gucſt ſhould come under her | 
roof, That (ach a glorious perſon as Chriſi, 
who is God <qual with the Father, and before 
whom the very Angels cover their faces with 

their wings, as not able to behold bis Glory || 
That ſuch a glorious perſon as this is, ſhould 
come into fuch a {moaky cottage, as that of 
mans heart, is wonderful condeſcention, and 
therefore honour enough put upon the Spouſe, |, 


which might abundantly recompence her la- Ic” 


bour in opening to him. But this is not all, 


he would come in, and therefore ſhe (being 
5 within) 


(opp 
within ) ſhould have his company, ftand yn 
his preſence, In whoſe preſence is fulneſl of joy, 
of and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for ever- 
| #9re- And ſurely his company is no little 
i0} worth, and that ſhe her (elf being judge, or 
elſe wherefore doth ſhe fo carneſily pray for it, 
Cant. 4+v- 16+ Fruition is that which Love 
ke | abours after, and which alone gives faci(- 
: 1 | 4action and reſi to the motion of love. She 
q | Bight now enjoy her beloved, which (he had 
{o carnefily panted after, and long looked for : 
and ſurely her pains in rifing and opening to 
1q | him could not be ſo great, asto over-weigh 
the benefit and defireableneſs of his company. 
But yet this is not all, he would ſup with her. 
Oh wondexfal condeſcention!! will the King 
of Glory take, and be content with ſuch a 
{upper as can be provided for bim in ſucha 
poor beggarly Cottage as man's Heart ! is 
þ, [here any diſh there that can pleaſe or give 
content tohim? Have we any thing in quc 
2p fHearts that will feaſt Chriſt? Oh then opti 
of [Jvickly, and let him have it without any delay. 
or, to be ſure, there is nothing there, that is 
worth the having, but what is of his own 
Pending in; and it is no better, if not worſe, 
for coming through our hands» and theretbge 
ſtick not to let him have it. 
But yet farther, he will not onely ſap with 
F 3 as, 
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a; that is, be refreſhed with: the fruitfulneſ 
and ſweetneſs of our Graces, as is evider 
Cant. 5. 1- but we ſhall ſup with bim, that j 
he will. feaſt us with his comforts and beney Y 
fits, Chriſt never comes empty handed, buff h 
he brings ſuch bleſſings and benetits with hin a1 
as by their excellency and ſuitableneſs, will ni 
not. fail abundantly to retreſh our ſouls , ani 

wherewith the Soul will be ſatisfied as with ft 
marrow and fatneſs, as David was, Pſal. 634 fo 
5,6- Chrift never comes in unto any foulſ at 
that ſincerely opens to him, but he eakes thenj ar 
#nto his Banqueting houſe, and his banner ova or 
them is love : He (tays them with flaggons, auſſ or 
comforts them witb apples, Cant. 2.4,5 HW 
abundantly ſatisfies them with tbe farneſt of hi 
bouſe, and makgs them drink of the river us 
bis pleaſures 3 for with bim is the Fountain of an 
Life. and in bis light we ſhall ſee light. Plalj an 
36. 8, 9. And will not thea Chriſt's Feaff all 
make amends for oyr pains in opening to wi 
him? But you will ſay, What can Chriff no 
bring with him in ſuch dark and flormy we taf 
ther? Read but Lake 14. 17- Tt is ſupp it. 
time, Come, for all things are now ready. They for 
1s n0 diſh wanting that may make a compleſſen 
Feaſt , all things arc in a wg, 005 ho poſturey pet 
you need do no more but take and eat. Is} ma 
therefore better tolie ſtarving in thy bed, tha Ho 
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4 to riſe and eat? Will not Chriſt's Kingly 


Feaſt ( if it were nothing but for the rarities 
of it ) make amends for thy pains in riſing ? 
You ſee therefore what force this argument 
hath every way to prevail with her to ariſe 
and open to him and can we think our de. 
nial will be well taken ? h 
Let me onely adde this conſideration more 


8 from this laſt expreflion, Luke 14. 17. Com, 


for all things are now ready. Chriſt hath been 
at great care and charges to provide a Royal 
and ſuitable Supper for us, ( not ſuitable to 
our deſerts 3 for then it would be a miſerable 
one 3 but ſuitable to our need and neceſlity ) 


4 wherein no varicty is wanting, that may ei- 
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4 ther nouriſh us, or truely fatishe us, and make 
{us happy and all things are now prepared 


and ina readineſs 3 fo that if you come not, 
and that quickly, Supper will be ſpoiled, and 
all his labour and charge will be loſt ; And 


will he take this well at your hands ? Verily: 
if NO, ve 24+ None of thoſe that were bidden ſhall 


tafle of my Supper, lince they make fo light of 


1 it» And yet rather than I will want guelts 
x for my Table, and my Supper be loſt, I wi'l 
af ſend into the bedges and bigh-ways, and com- 


pel others #1 'come in but as for thoſe that 
made fo-light of it, they ſhall not taſic it. 
How fad will it be with” every foul. that is 
F 4 thus 
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thos ſhut out from Chriſt”s Supper ! Is ith pf 
not.then of dangerous conſequence to exclude ar 
Chriſt when he knocks and calls , and thelglto, 
ſweet and heart-melting arguments ( flow are 
ing from the higheſt degree of love and con gai 
deſcention) are turned back with an unkindeLe 
( though complementing ) denial ? ſe 
$. Argument to prove that to refuſe to} , 
open to Chriſt when. he knocks and calls, may wy 
be of dangerous conſequence, eſpecially whenf the 
his coming 'is in anſwer to our prayers, may| of 
be taken from the unreaſonableneſs of all} fea 
excuſes that may be pretended as the reaſon} gr 
of our ſluggiſhneſs and ſloth. It is true, when] w} 
we ſhould do any thing for Chriſt that may giz 
coſt us any pains or trouble, the fleſh is very} js 
fruitfal and abundant in producing ſhifts and} an 
excuſes to hide and cover our. backwardneſi| to 
and unwillingneſs; and indeed , fo apt arc} tn 
we to favour our (clves, that the meancRt and{ yer 
woſt unreaſonable excuſe, ( tous ) ſeems to} no 
carry firength enough of rcafon , to render} th 
the calls and commands of Chriti unreaſonsf my 
ble, and our refuſal plauſible. If we look 
back into the Text, we ſhall finde the Spouſe} yy: 
her arguing ſo unreaſonable, that the very] ps 
arguments ſhe makes uſe of, are ſo far from jt, 
reaſovable excuſes, that if right concluſions} Cl 
were drawn from them , they would rather 
—_— 
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ith enfoxce Chriſt's requeſt, than excuſe her ſloth ; 
us And at the beſt, they are but frivolous ſhifts 
eletto excuſe her ſluggiſhneſs. And (indeed) ſuch 
WJare all the excaſes which the fleſh makes, a- 
NJ gainft the calls and commands of Chriſt, 
deJLet us a little examine them, and you will 
ſcethe weakneſs of them. I bave put off my 
to} coats, bow ſhall I put them on? Thbave waſhed 
ay} my feet, bow foall I defile them ? Putting off 
xn} the Coats, intimates to us, the laying afide 
ay} of her watchfulneſs, as being free from the 
all} fear of avy danger, and no longer expeting 
Onf or waiting for the company of any friend : 
ien} whereas the keeping of our Garments faſt 
ay} girded to us, implies the contrary. And this 
ery} js the argument that ſhe pleads, why it was 
nd} an impoflible thing for her toariſe and open 
eſ5] ro Chriſt, But is this good arguing , when 
arc} truely enquired into, and laid down in plain 
ndf terms? I have laid aſide wy watch, Icxpe& 
 tof no further company of Chriſt this night, nei- 
det] ther do I much deſire it, but had rather take 
nel my reſt. 
ok} Is this ſhe that but now, in a ſenſe of her 
ule} want,had begged ſo earneſtly for Chriſt's com» 
ery} pany, and was (o deſirous to be prepared for 
ow} it, that Chriſt might not finde her undreſſed ? 
Dn} Compare this Anſwer with ber Praycr, Cant. 
4+ 16, and {ce how thoſe two arguings _ 
| ſtan 
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fland together; and yet both come forth 
the ſame mouth. Was her defire of Chriſſy; 
then ſo great? and is her love to Chriſt nd 
fo cold ? Would ſhe then have Chrilt to com 
( and calls him her beloved, the beloved of kk 
ſoul ) and will ſhe not now watch for high; 
one hour? but hath laid by her Coat dab 
watchfulneſs, as though ſhe never looked faſth 
him, or cared for his company ? yea, will nd hi 
gird on her Coat of watchfulneſs, now wha th 
Chriſt ſtands at the door ? but her coat 15 off fr 
and ſhall not be put on again that night. May Ai 
not the Spouſe be aſhamed to own uch af fa 
argument as this? was it not her fin to laſf th 
alide her watch, when ſhe had begged ChriltY w 
company ? and will ſhe excuſe one fin witlf ſo 
another? excuſe her preſent ſloath with her uny a 
watchtulneſs? Might ſhe not have more rey ſh; 
{onably argued thus? I may put on my Coaf ov 
with ſhame enough, fince my beloved Husbang an 
hath found me in this careleſs poſture, ang oy 
wretched regardleſneſs of his coming, when 
have fo earneſtly prayed forit. And thus the no 
Argument would conclude apainit her, and w, 
be no excuſe for her, But again, I have laiq w; 
by my watch, how ſhail I take it up again} to 
what, 15 the Devil, and all the Enemics of thy (w 
ſoul aſleep? Is not the night the time whe thi 
Thieves walk about, and fcck their oppoxtunty wi 
if 
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ty to break throogh and ſteal ? And is this the 
Stiime to lay - afide all fear and watchfulneſs, 
and to compoſe thy felt for reſt ? Is the time 
of ſpiritual war and danger over? Or rather, 
Wart not thou in greateſt darger, when Chriſt 
Yhath ſet thee upon thy watch, and himlclf is 
t abſent from thee ? Some ſuch thoughts ſurely 
] falthou hadft, when thou ſo earneſtly prayed tor 
nd his company, Art thou not aſhamed to have 
yhel the Captain of thy Salvation, to tinde thee off 
off from thy watch, in ſuch a dangerous time ? 
May And wilt thou think to excufe this thy tin and 
1 aq fault, by telling him that it is impoſſible tor 
 laff thee to put on thy coats, and fiand to thy 
il watch, now when he is come? Oh unrea- 
witly ſonable arguing ! Oh ſhametu} excuſe ! It is 
 unj a wonder that thou doſt not bluſh at the 
res ſhamefulneſs and unrealonableneſs of thine 
Zoafj own arguing, and that thine own Conſcience 
arg and ſenſe of gwlt doth not retort back thine 
arg own argument againli thy ſelf. 
en® And truely the ſccond part of her excuſe is 
th no better, but in ſome reſped&s worſe: 7 have 
and waſhed my feet, how ſhall I defile them * The 
lag waſhing of the teet in thoſe hot Countries, was 
in} to ſupple them, and clear them from duti and 
thi} (weat, in order to reft and refreſhment 3 that: 
hen} they mjghte the better rake their caſe being 
antf weary, So that her argument runs thus ; I 
tf have 
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Have been excceding weary with working a 
labouring all day, and now have laid afide 
my work and on purpoſe and defigne, thaf90r 
I might take the more full and quiet reſt , 
have waſhed my feet, and am compoling mf 
{If for reſt : and therefore it is unreaſonabl# 
to call me out of bed now to defile my feet#* 
Let usa little weigh the argument, and youp 
ſhall ſce, how inftcad of making for her as at 
excuſe, it mak:s firongly againſt her. IF 
Chriſts work ſo weariſome and irkſome, tha 
the is now fo weary of it, that ſhe muſt pur- 
polcly and defignedly lay it afide ? was it notF*ec 
her fin to be weary of well-doing ? And is (heÞvit 
now (ſo bold .and daring in fin, as to pleadf 
this as an argument to prove Chriſt unreaſo-F19 
nable in calling her toher work again ? DothF" 
Chriſt ſay, Bleſſed are they that at his coming 

be fall finde ſo doing ? And may not ſhe be 
athamed to be found idle, and that uponſf©" 
deliberate thoughts ? She cannot ſay that this" | 
Aluggith fat was a ſurprize, and that ſhe was") 
oventaken againſt her will : for ſhe deliberatedF'": 
abaut it, defigned it, and in order to her ulc 
More quiet reſt, had waſhed her feet 3 and id! 
therefore may be aſhamed of it , fince herF'* 
work is not finiſhed and perfe&ed. Much ck 
moxe may ſhe be aſhamed to plead this as ano. 
argument of Chyiſt's unreaſonablene(s in cal- f**> 


ling. 
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n&fing- She might indeed be aſhamed to lee 
riſt come in and (ce how little work ſhe had 
{done 3 but little reaſon to complain of her 
, (yearineſs with doing Chriſt's work. But 
his is not all; for her refuſal is moſt ſhame- 
bicls , in that fhe accounts it a defiling of her 
effect to ariſe and open to Chriſt, And is this 
,of0? That which ſhe calls a waſhing offer 
anſect, in reaſon might rather be accounted a 
IKehling them, than her riſing to open to 
haChriſt 3 that was her ſin, but this is her duty, 
ar.Fhat ſhe raight be aſhamed of , but this ſhe 
acted not. The dirt of affliction, and dith- 
ſheJulty in duty, may catily be wiped off 3 but 
-adÞc filth of fin is not ſoeafily waſhed off ; no- 
o-Ping but the blood of Chrilt can cleanfe from 
oth is, and (he muſt open and let him in, before 
ig" can be done. And therefore, if ſhe had 
be inderſtood what ſhe had ſaid, ſhe might have 
onfen aſhamed of ſuch an argument as thisz 
chit that perſons ſhame at nothing that may 

ry the leaſt colour of excuſe 3 when they are 
ted pindful ro doany thing, they wh abuſe, and 
hee Þi{cal, and miſrepreſent things. Wiltul floath 
and Þ1 ſluggiſh ſecurity, laying afide our watch 
hee 9 the work of Chriſt, Muſt be called and 
ah $<k-named a putting off our coats, and waſh- 
\ an $$ Our feet ; whereas if this be waſhing the 
cat. Fit, I know not what is defiling them. 
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What horrible blindneſs is there in ſinners, to ul 
cali that upon Chriſt and his work, which||be 
he may (with greater force and ſhame to us}igt 
caſt back in our faces! And yet this was thig{a 
Spouſe her excuſe, the unreaſonableneſifl 
whereof we do here ſee. Oh! ſhould Chriſfou 
hage given himſelf to eaſe, and compoſequn 
hilelt for reſt, when he was about the workfgjAn 
of our Redemption, tugging and toiling aca 
it, till he fwet drops of blood and water 3 yep: 
till his hearts blood was ſpent, and poureEt ' 
upon the ground as water: and ſhould hon 
then have pleaded this argument that here ſhKloa 
pleads to him; I1have put off my coaz, hoyPlig 
ſhall 1 putit on ? Thave waſhed my feet, houſſqu 
ſhall 1 defile them ? 1am well enough, ;and aFxci 
reſt in the boſome of my Father, ſolacing mfjxci 
{If in the enjoyment of him, and repotingpe! 
my feit in his cternal Love: how can I leavgan 
this, and dcfile my felf with the rags of hy-bri 
mane nature, and load my back with heh; 
burden of humane fins ; and though I be thput 
King @f Glory, yet endure the contradidtiguule, 
of ſinners againlt my fclf, and take upon njſcepi 
the form of a {crvant, and become obedicnþr a 
unto the Law : and all to do finful rebellioqtove 
man a courteſie and kindneſs, to bring hid « 
out of that miſery, which he could never 1} thi 
himſelf of, but muſt have funk and periſhgl g. 


unde! 
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to under, to all eternity ; and nothing bat juſt 3 
chibecaule he had wilfully, by his own fin, plun- 
xiged himſelf into this gulf of miſery. If (I 
b&fay) Chrift ſhould have thus pleaded, when 
eſfbe was about the work of our Redemption,and 
riſfour necelſity called for his help, or we were 
(undone tor ever 3 what had become of us? 
orifjAnd yet we are not aſhamed to plead ſuch un- 
, afcalonable excuſes, when he calls upon us to 

appcn to him. Surely, ſuch unkind requital 
ire&f Chriſts kindneſs to us, and ſuch unrea- 
| bJonable excuſes for our own lazineſs and 
- (hloath , may highly provoke and difo- 
boyPlige tym, and prove of very dangerous con- 
hoſſequence to us, The like may be ſaid of thoſe 
id aFxcules made Like 14. and indeed of all 
» mxcuſes that the fleſh can make againſt our 
zlinÞpening to Chriſt at his call 3 becauſe chere 
\earfan be no reaſon given why we thould keep 
f hoChriſt out of his own houſe (our hearts) fince 
1 thiſc hath fo dearly bought and paid for theme. 
e thput by what hath been faid already, in this 
Etichale, you may ſee the unreafonableneſs of 
20 ſceping Chriſt out of our hearts, when he calls 
.dicaÞr admifſion : which may be ſufficient to 
\lioqrove that it may be of dangerous conſequence, 
» hid thesefore I ſhall no turther enlarge up» 
:r 1M this head. 
riſhdl 9. I might draw an argument 4 faGo, ard 
andel argue 
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argue ab eſſe ad poſſez ſuch a thing was, andÞ | 
laboce ron wk It proved & very (ad fun: 
conſequence to the Spouſe here to keep outf 1 
Chriſt, He in a diſcontent withdrew, andjito! 
departed, and left her in a very fad conditionzÞwh 
both in reſpe& of het inward guilt, tor givingſtell 
him ſuch an unkind, angrateful , and irratio-[vz 
nal anſwer z and alſo in rcſpe& of the pains} 4 
which ſhe was glad to take before the foundſicoo: 
him again ; before, it would defile her feet toÞ 
come over the houſe-floor to open to her be-ſout 
loved, and was too hard and unteaſonableiþli: 
work for her to do y but now ſhe follows|gr4 
him, and calls after him , through thegmiryſþ»= 
ſixeets and high-ways, and never complainsÞ#%: 
of wearyneſs, nor the foulneſs of the way; 
but would be glad to finde him whatever it 
colt her, or whateycr ſhe endured; And be who 
ing of ſuch conſequence to her, why may ip 
not be ſo tous ? nay certainly it will be (o, if”) 
we, as ſhe, refuſe to open to him at his call,þ*'4 
But I have exceeded my firſt intentions, in%-/ 
enlarging upon the former particulars 3 andP*#? 
theretore ſhall ſpeak no more to thiss TheP#! 
DoCtrine being (ufficiently proved, by what?" 
hath been already ſaid. Td 

And ſo I come at laſt to make Application"?! 
and the 1 ſe ſhall be by way of Inſtruction P*! 
or Information, F , 
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ad} 1s it of ſuch dangerous conſequence to be ſluggiſh 
ad [and ſecure, when Chriſt calls £ Then hence learn, 
uth 1- That ic will be of bl:fſed conſequence 
ndfto be watchtul, and in a rcadineſs to open 
nzſwhen Chrift knocks and calls. Our Saviour 
ngftells us, Matth. 24+ 46, 47+ Bleſſed is that Sey- 
10-[v2nt, whom bis Lord, when he comes, ſhall finde 
ingh dring — He ſh all make him ruler over all bis 
ndfc-0ds. And tneretore by the fame argument 
tofhc adviſeth us to waichtuln-(s, and that with- 
bes fout wearineſs, or giving ovcr till he come, 
eafiLake 12+ 35, 36, 37, 35. Let your loins be 
wsltirded about, and your light; burning : and ye 
iry pou ſelves like unto men that wait for their Lord 
insÞvben be will return from the wedding, that 
ys [hen he cometh and kyocketh, they may open to 
 itfbim immediately. Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants, 
be twbom when the Lord cometh ſhall finde watch- 
 itÞng + Verily T ſay unto you, thats he ſhall gird 
, pir;ſelf. and make th:m to fit dywa to meaty 
all;$4nd will come forth and ſerve them. And if be 
 inſſþ4/! corre in the ſecond watch, or in the third 
\ndÞratch, and finde them ſo, bleſſed are thoſe ſer- 
Cheſpants, Mack, that at whatſoever time he 
harſcome, if he tinde them about heir watch, ar d 
- Þt their work, they ſhall be blefſed. But that I 

on;ÞÞ3y clear this a lictle turther, that they arz thus 
on Þ'c1ſ:d , conſider with me theſe few particulars. 
1+ Conſider the fatistacion rhac it will bz 

h (3 to 
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to a gracious heart, to be at home, and at hif 
work, or on his watch, when Chriſt calls. I} co 
an intimate Friend do but call at our door n« 
we account it an happineſs that he found uþ fa 
within. How much more will a gracioyj W: 
ſoul account it an happineſs , that his belove# fo 
Jeſus, at his coming, found him within , int: 
readineſs and preparednets to give him thy 
beſt entertai:ment that he had ? Elpeciall 
conhidering theſe three things. 
1. The duty which we owe to Chriſt, tf 
be always upon ous watch, Matth. 25. 1% 
Watch, for ye know ntither the day nor the how 
when your Lord will come. which (hews thatith; 
ts the will and command of Chritt, that » 
fhould always watch till Chriſt do co 
Oh! faith th;e Soul, this is my duty, never tifibey 
fleep or b: ſecure, but always to be watching 
what an happy chance was it, that I was upolf 


and that he tound me fo doing, tound me ithexf 
my duty. Surely he will take this well at myſtha 
hand, and I ſhall be blcfled. | 

2+ Conkhidering cur preparedneſs to recent 
him. He that looks for a Friend, will han 
every thing in readynels againſt he come, 
make his triend welcome. So will a graciouPre: 
Soul that expeC:s Chriti his coming , wi 
have every thing in a readineſs for his we 
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| core entertainment, and account it his happi- 
jo. neſs that he had ſo. It will be wonderful 
| 6 fatisfa@ion to the Soul, to have Chriſt come, 
,ouþ when ſhe is in a readineſs and preparednels 
yell for his entertainment. 
ini; 3- Conlider the Souls earneſt looking for 
, Chriſt his coming» When we expect a friend 
coming, and have taken a great deal of pains 
| to prepare, and make ready, for his entertain= 
, t ment, and have all things in readineſs z we 
ſtand at the door and watch, and begin to 
think him long, and ready to think every one 
#that comes to the door to be our friend ; when 
our friend doth come, we are very glad, and 
bid him hcartily welcome, and tell him we 
began to think him long, and were afraid left 
any buſineſs ſhould have prevented his com- 
ging, and therefore are very glad to fee him 
come, and account our (clves happy that our 
mexpectation is fulfilled, So is it with the Soul 
that is in this waiting poſture for Chriſt, O 
my dear Saviour ! faith ſhe, IT chought it long 
infthat thou hadſi been ablcnt from me 3; 1 gave 
Whee an earner invitation, being carneſtly de- 
Irous of thy company , and fſenfible how 
reatly I ſtood in need of it; I endeavoured 
iſo prepare and make ready for thy entertain- 
weMentc, and having done that, I began to think 
-omeſthee lopg, every hour hath ſeemed ten to me 
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that thou haſt delayed : and [I have waited i 

hope of thy coming, and 'yet not withou lc 
fear, left ſomething or other ſhould preven® 
thy coming. But thy ſtay ſo long hath quickſ* 
ned my deſire, and now I am more abundantly 
glad that thou art come, by how much thy 
ſtay made me afraid that thou wouldeſt nc lo 
come. O welcome, welcome, my long look be 
ed-for dear Saviour , thy coming makes 7 wl 
mends for my long waiting : now I thin 
my labour and patience well beſtowed 3 com" 
in, my dearly beloved ! for all things are if 
readineſs, and prepared for thy entertainmentF * 
Thus the Soul accounts her (elf happy thi”? 
Chriſt came thus ſeaſonably, and that ſhe waff®Y 
thus fitted and in a ready poſture for his 
ception and entertainment. No: 
2. That they are bleſſed whom Chriſt finde ly 
in this poſture will appear, it we conſider thef®* 
great ſatisfaction that Chriſt will take at hiff* 
coming, to finde us in a watchful, expecingF**t 
and prepared poſture, This poſture will h 
wondertully pleaſe Jeſus Chrift , that infle d 
,of fitting down, and being attended and ſer 

ved by us, He will make us to fit down, a 
will come forth, and gird himſelf and ſerve ® he 
Luke 12, 37. We ſhall be the Guelt, and bÞ* * 
will be che Servitour. The ſatisfaction whidlf: 
chis will be co Chriſt , may appear in thrap® © 
things. x. Find 
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1;4 1+ Finding us in this poſture, he takes him« 
ou ſelf to be welcome. Tf at our coming to 
,op4our friends houſe, we finde not onely the door 
ic{$open, the houſe dreſſed, and all in order 3 but 
neflwe finde our friend in the door waiting and 
thearneſtly looking for us, thinking our tarrying 
ne1ong , we may reaſonably conclude we ſhall 
be ſurely welcome, now we are come. So 
5 when Chrift findes the Heart prepared, and 
he Spouſe in the door watching, or looking 
Sn the way wherein ſhe expects to fee him 
-Koming 3 he may thence conclude, that he is 
z welcome gueſt to that ſoul. Surely, faith 
riſt, I ſhall now be a welcome gueſt to 
ny Spouſe, now ſhe is {9 carneltly waiting 
nd looking for me. And this plealeth Chritt 
nore than all the varicties that ſhe can poſli- 
Sly prepare for him. For alas ! ſhe is but 
door , hath no rich entertainment for him, 
t onely ſuch as is of his own (ending an1 
reparing , and therefore welcome 1s likely to 
x his belt fare, and all that ſhe can give him 3 
nd therefore Chriſt expects no great mat'ers 
om her, but to have the door open, and him- 
aff made welcome wheny he comes. And 
« here he findes this, he is ſo well pleaſed, thar 
| bi will ſuffer no want of any thing needful 
hid? be while he ſtays. He will be at the char- 
hre$5 of the Feaſt, and of thedrelling of it goo 
ind G 3 And 
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And thereforg we read, Canute 5- 1+ that he not q 

onely eats, but gathers his fruits himſelf, |} , 

have gathered my myrrbe with my ſpice > I ba he 
eaten my "Srtalis wits" my honey, GC. 

2+ Finding us in this poſture, he may ex - 


0 
his 


pect that we are at leiſure from other compan 
and buſine(s to entertain him with our com 


pany. Chriſt loves not to come when hi o 
Spouſe is in the throng, or crowd of worldh 2 


company and bulineſs 3 for then he ſhall hay f 
no time of private conference and diſcourk Gt 
with her, which is the main of his buſineſs hin 
and therefore in this caſe both he and ſhe woul{!” 
lole the benefit and (ſweetneſs of the opp "S 
tunity. Friends account that time lofi that thay 
cannot enjoy one another,though they be togel, 
ther all the while. Ifby throng of company the 

cannot have their diſcourſe and conference” 
which they deſigned in their meeting, thaſ. 

account their time loft : and are ready to (ay 4 
What an unhappy thing was it that we met; » 
ſach a ſeaſon as this, and that thus we wer," 
interrupted in our diſcourſe? The more inf 
eimate that friends are, the more private 4 
ter of diſcourſe thgy have, and the lefs the ( 
care to be interrupfed with company. Noll, 
more intimate than Chriſt and his Spouſe, anſk, 
having matter of private conference with haſh. | 
doth got care to. come at ſuch a time wha, 
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I ſhe hath a crowd of other company about her, 
Ibut when ſhe is alone. And therefore when 
"Yhe comes, if ſhe be not alone, he will endea- 
{your to take her apart by her ſelf , and then 
"This diſcourſe wil! be moſt heeded, and have 
moſt effetual influence upon her. There- 
fore we read, Hoſ. 214+ I will allure her,((aith 
JGod ) and bring her into the wilderneft, and 
Ithere will peak comfortably unto ber, or fpeak 
to ber heart, as the word fignities. Now when 
Chriſt findes the Soul waiting and looking for 
Jhim, all alone, cither in her door, or in the 
Jhigh-way, he may well conclude, I come ſea- 
ſonably, for yonder is my Spouſe all alone, 
"Aﬀree from cumber and other buline(s, waitin 
For my coming,, and therefore I may ups 
her company. And this abundantly pleafeth 
"Hm for it is her company he chiefly comes for. 
FChriſt cares not to come when the Soul is 
Krowded with the Fleſh and the World : He 
Þelires her company alone, and is beſt pleaſed 
"Ivben he findes it lo, 
J- 3. Finding usin a potture of Watchfalneſs, 
dur clothes on, and our loins girt, he may 
7 Feaſonably ſuppoſe us not to be in a drowzy 
"Pd ſluggiſh condition 3 and that therefore his 
 "Pompany will be pleaſant, and not burden- 
"Yome to us, and his diſcourſe wilt be better 
ve" Ptcded by us. When Slecp and Sluggiſhneſs 
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overtakes us, the company of our beſt Friend (| 
is but burdenſome, and their diſcourſe but fa 
little-regarded; we had rather have their roonf] re 
than their company, their ſilence than their bi 
diſcourſe, bh we are dcirous to compole w 
our ſelves for reſt and fl:ep. Sois it with theh; 
Spouſe of Chriſt, when ſhe is in a ſicepy andy nc 
ſecure condition, his company is no whit 
pleaſant, and his d:ſcourle ſinks but ear-deepy d: 
(if it do that) and therefore doth little good] $1 
Now. Chriſt loves not to come aud finde hif-ſe: 
Spouſe in ſuch a poſture as this 3 but when heff be 
tindes her watching, or bulic at her ſpiritual kr 
work, in a lively condition, Now (faith he] ca 
my. company will be acceptable, now 1n ad 
Jively manner will ſhe urboſome herſelt to me] be 
tcll me her whole tate and condition : andI'pe 
ſhall as freely impart my counſels and comſony lig 
unto her. > This therefore is the conditioſſ ne 
that I deſire to finde her in; and finding he 
in this condition, it yields abundant (atif- 
faction to Chriſt. This thercfore is a bleſl 
{ture, wherein the Soul is in a poſture 
give Chriſt ſuch abundant fatisfachion. 
That they are thus bleſſed, t 
Chriſt at his coming. tindes upon cheir watc 
will appear if we conſider the honours at 
benefits which he will confer upon them. ; 


will commend and praiſe them, he will gy + 
thel 
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| them honourable titles, Well dove good and 


faithful ſervants; he will give them bountiful 
rewards and a ſumptuous feaſt, and he 


1c bimſelf will come forth and (erve them: all 
I which 'is ſufhciently evident from what 
$ hath been faid before, and therefore needs 


no further enlargement. 

2. Hence we may learn the reaſon of the 
damnable and deſperate condition of many 
Sinners z and the mournful, drooping, ard 


 ſecking condition of many Saints, It is not 


1 bel becauſe Chriſt ſeldome comes abroad and 


gl 
the 


knocks at. the doors of their hearts 3 but be- 
cauſe when, he comes, he findes ſuch unready 
admiſſhon and entertainmet. It the queſtion 
be asked, whence it is that ſo many finners 
periſh everlaſtiugly, and that under Goſpel- 
light? The antwer muſt be, not becauſe he 
never calls or knocks at their doors, but be- 


4 cauſe they will not open and let him in. Our 
4 Saviour tells us the reaſon, John 3. 19. This is 


the condemnation, that light is come into the 


# world, and men love darkneſs rather than light. 


So Mat. 23. 37. O feruſalem, -— how often 
would I have gathered thee, as an ben gathereth 
ber chickens under ber wings ? bat ye would 
uot. 50 allo, Prov. 1.24, &c. Becauſe I called, 
and ye refuſed — But ye ſit at nought all my 


oF counſels, 
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counſels, and would none of my reproofs : T all 


hi 


will laugh at your calamity, and mock, whaſv* 
your —_ —_— ws af doth Chrif* 
knock and call by his Word, by his Rod, b a 
his Meſſengers, by the impulſes of his Spin 4 
and convictions of Conſcience ? and yet fir 
ners are in a deep ſleep of Security, and wil lor 
not open to him. This is the ground of theit da 
condemnation. jad 
Again, ifit be asked why we ſce ſo mat Y 
Chriftians walking in darkneſs, and ſeeing no pc 


light, enquiring (as here the Spouſe did) Say 
ye bim whom my ſoul loveth * If ye ſee him, = 
gel] bim that I am fick of love. I have ſought him * 
but cannot finde bim , 1 bave called him, but b 
gives me uo anſwer. It it be asked , what is 
the reaſon why it is thus with many Believers! þ 
It may bez anſwered, there is cauſe for it, the h 
have given Chriſt ſome ankinde anſwer : he t 
bath called, but they have uot beard, or heeded, ' 
He hath knocked, and they have not opened. 
And therefore he will make them ſenſible off P 
their affront and unhandſome carriage, before of 
they ſhall finde him again. 

3» Hence alſo we may learn what a grob 
cheat the Devil and our own Hearts havelj ; 
put upon us, and the great danger we have 
many of us been in, by our refuſing to open to 
Chriftt at his knocks and calls. A greatety' 

cheat 
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cheat the Devil conld not put upon us 3 nor 
"F greater danger can we pollibly be in, than to 
he perſwaded by him to refuſe, or delay, to 
open to Chriſt. And yet how ordinary is it 
 - {far the Devil and carnal Reaſon to put this 
cheat upon us ! and by being fo often and ſo 
of long cheated, what dreadful and tremendous 
.E danger have we wany of us brought our ſclves 
into! Chriſt hath called and called again and 
again, by his Word, and Providences3 by his 
Mercies, and Judgements 3 by his Spirit, and 
qur own Conſcicnces ; and yet from time to 
time, to this very day, we have put him off 
with frivolous and vain excuſes, and have not 
: | fully opened the door of our Hearts to him. 
Chriſt bath preſſed us ſo far with arguments, 
(and thoſe convincing and fiartling ones, and 
=_#O ſorts ) ſo that we could not deny but 
this hath been the voice of Chriſt, inſomuch. 
that he may ſay, What could I have done or 
id, | {id more than I have done? And yet what 
of cold entertainment hath he found at our 
doors ? May he not julily complain of us, as 
of 1/rael of old, Iſai. 53. 1» Who bath believed 
of | 1 report ? and to whom is the arm of the Lord 
made bare It would make a man to tremblg 
to think at the loud knocks and calls that 
God hath given to ſinners in theſ@ Nations, 
and yet to this day hath been (but out ! Luv 
ve 


all, 
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have ſincerely received him into their Hearts! 
nay, may it not be truely ſaid as is complained 
Fobn 1. 11- He came to his own, and bis own 
received bim not! Many that have made 2 
large profeſſion of the Name of Chriſt, that 
yet have not truely received him into their 


hearts. Nay, may not Chriſt ſay, I am zee 


in their Mouth, but far from their Reins ? Nay, 
are there not many that ( we hope ) are true- 
ly the Spouſe of Chriſt, and have many 
time prayed for the breathings of his Spirit, 
and his comfortable preſence, and yet at his 
coming have ſhut him out ? and yet, where 
are there any but they have their plauſible ex> 
caſes? though if they were all examined, they 
would prove as unreaſonable as this in the 
Text. But theſe we ſhall make further in- 
quiry into under another Uſe : onely here let 
as take notice what an horrible cheat the De- 
vil and*carnal Reaſon have hereby put upon 
us 3 and what a fad and dreadful condition 
we have hereby brought our ſelves into, Which 
will undeniably appear, if we contider, 


1. What, and who thoſe pretended Friends | 


and Lovers are that we have entertained in 
our hearts, while we have ſhut out Chriſt,and 
refuſcd to open at his call, Shall I cell you 
1, What, and 2, who they are? 

1. What thcy are, The Lovers which we 


have | 
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have doted upon, and entertained in our 
hearts while Chriſt hath been kept out, they 
are firſt, Falſe and flattering Lovers. They do 
not love us really and cordially, though they 
make great ſhew and pretence of love. There 


| is none that loves ſo really as Jeſus Chrift doth. 


His love was towards us while we were Ene- 
mies to him, and did him much diſſervice 3 
but theſe onely love us while we pleaſe and 
gratifie them. Do but croſs the Devil, the 
World, or Fleſh, and you ſhall tinde they will 
hate you, and manifeſt themſelves your Ene- 
mies. Chrilt's love is pure love, without any 
by-ends : but the love of theſe is onely a pre- 
tended love for their own ends, and the car- 
rying on of their own defignes. His love is 
a love indeedz and he hath by what he hath 
done and ſuffered for us, in real and great 
deeds, manitcſtcd the reality of his love ; but 
their love is meerly verbal and complementa], 
promifing much, but performing little or no- 
thing of what they promiſe, His love is 
chiefly manifetted in adverſity, in firaights, in 
diſtreſſes, when all others frown upon us, and 
we have nowhither to betake our ſelves but 
to him : but their love is one)y in proſperity, 
and when we have the leaſt need of them: 
For if ever we really fiand in need of them 


{ (as at death and at Judgement ) then they 


will 
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will be the furtheſt off from helping us, « 
affording any relict:; nay then they will ap ,, 
pear to be our enemies, and the firſt that ſhal ” 
ſet themſelves againſt. us: And are theft ; 
friends to be truſted, and to be kept in ou 
hearts, when Jcſus Chriſt muſt be ſhut out! 


How do we (ſuffer our ſelves to be miferat - 
deluded by thele errand cheats ? = 

2- Thele Lovers and pretended Friendy | 
they are unprofitable Lovers and Friends. Lef,, 
them afigrd the beſt help they can, they c br 


afford no ſuch benefit and advantage as Jeluf,_ 
Chriſt can and doth. The Wiſe-man ſpeaking, 
of worldly things faith, Prov. 23. 5- Wilt thu 
ſet thine eyes upon that which is not * Richol, 
certainly make themſelves wings, and flie, as af, 
eagle towards Heaven : There is no fecuring a; 
holding faſt theſe things. When the Denif,, 
would have tempted our Saviour to worſhif 
him, Matth. 4. he ſhews him all the Kingfiey, 
doms of the World, and the glory of themi 
and faith, {l] theſe will 1 give thee,if thou wilh,,, 
fall down and worſhip me. And yet this waſh;, 
not in his power to give. But ſuppoſe thek,,,; 
were in his power to give, and that he wouldþ,, 
be as good as his word, and really give theaif;... 
yet, What would it profit a man to gain th. 
whole world, and looſe his own ſoul ? Or whithyy, 
ſhall a man give in exchange for bis ſoul ? But 
: ſuppok 
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luppole he would perſwade you, thac you 
» | might gain the one and (ave the other : yet 
© the Apoſtle tells us the contrary, 1 Joh. 2. 15. 
= if any man love the world, the love of the Father 
Wi not in him. And I am ſure, if the love of 
| God be not in him, he cannot ſave his foul: 
| For the Apoſtle ſaith, If any man love not the 
"0 Lord Feſus Chriſt, let bim be accarſed, Gal. 1.8. 
and If we love not bim that is begotten, we can« 
Tj mt love bim that begerteth ; for the Father and 
'Yibe Son are one ; and therefore there is no real 
profit to be got by them, but are great loſers, 
cl and therefore in hearkening unto them we 
a milcrably cheated. 
"y 3- They are very uncomfortable Friends, if 
che compared with. Chrift, They pretend Mirth, 
ad Pleaſure, and Delight, but even in the 
6 "Imidſt of mirth the heart is {ad ; no real mirth 
lor chearfulneſs can they give. But he chat 
Oath but once taſted how good and pleaſant 
">[Chriſt's company is, he may truely ſay, he 
-W'rever met with ſuch a good, and chearful, and 
wil omfortable Friend in all his life 3 he may fay 
Waich the Spoule, 1 ſate down under bis ſhadors 
ON great delight, and bis fruit was pleaſant to 
Py taſte. There is none of theſe pretended 
nends, but there is much ſowrene(s, harſh« 
s, aud unpleaſantnefs to be found in them ; 
2 i of Jeſus Chriſt it may be faid, He 3s 21to- 
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gether lovely ; his very yoak is eafies and bit 
burden light ; there is comfort in his vety 
Croſs 3 in his company a Believer may ling at 
midnight ia a priſon, with his feet {aft in the 
ſtocks ; but as tor the pleaſures of fin, they are 
but ſhort, and they alwaies end in pain. What Þ)® 
Paul (aid of {in in refp«& of profit, Roms. 6. 
21. Wot profit had ye in thoſe things, whereof 

ye are #ow a(hamed * So nay I fay, What 
lealure can you take jn thoſe pretended che 
triends, whoſe company will certainly end 
boti in ſhame and pain ? bp. 
4+ Their detigne is deftruftive. What: wh 
ever they may pretcad, and however they may 
fatter thee, and promile zelt, and flcep, and 
quietnel(s, 1t is but that they may dcliroy thee; 
and that to all ctcrnity. They are but fuct: 
like tricnds to thee as Dalilab was to Sampſonz 
it ſhc cautc him to fleepupon her lap, 1t is but 
that ſhe may cut his Locks, and dcliver him 
weak into the hand of his enemy to torment” 

him. If they cry Peace, peace unto thee, and 
Jull thee aſleep in (ecunty, 1t is but that they and 
may bind: thee (with the Devils) in chains df the | 
darkneſs, to be reſerved to the Judgment of wor 
the great Day. Are thele theretore friends to on 
| 


be truſted ? Who while they flatter thee, pur th 
polely deligne thy deRruction,and aim at nor 


ching more than the ruine both of thy Soul on eve 
Body: 
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Body. Oh how Go perſons ſuffer themfelves 
to be cheated, by the flattering pretences of 
falſe friends, but rcal enemies ! and in the' 
mean while keep out Jeſus Chriſt out of their 
hearts, who would be a friend indeed. Thus 
you ſee what thoſe are that are entertained in 
the heart, while Jeſus Chriſt is ſhut out. 

But 
2. Let us ſee who theſe are, that do thus 
cheat us. T will in ſhort tell thee who they 
are ( though by the marks which I have al- 
rady given of them, thou mayelt eaſily gueſs 
who they are.) They are the three grand 
Enemies of thy Soul, The Devil, the Wor'd, 
and the Fleſh ; Theſe are th: y, that thou ( ta- 
kiog them for thy friends, and welcome gueſts 
into thy heart ) art cheated by. Enemies they 
are, and the greateſt, and molt inveterate, im» 
placable, malicious, and untmercytul Enemies 
that thou haſt. Yea, befides them thou haſt 
not ſuch Enemies in all the world ; and yct 
thefe doſt thou receive for thy bolome-fricnds ; 
and that while thou ſhutteſt out him that is 
the beſt and fureſt friend that thou halt in the 
world, that hath done more for thee than all 
the world beſides. What Foab ſaid to David 
when he mourned fo exc.ilively for Abſalom, 
that may. I trucly fay to thee : By this T per» 
eive that thou loveſt thine Enemies , and _ 
ty 
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thy Friends. For if theſe falſe, diſſembling 
and rebellious Abſaloms might but live, andſ 
be thy companions, thou matterclt not thoughh 
Jeſus Chriſt be ſtarved to death at the door of 
thine heart. Oh wretched cruelty ! and mit 
guided, blindfolded affection ! that will thuf® p 
be cheated from time to time by the Aatterie th 
of them that ſeck thy life! and theſe mull h 
needs be they that keep poſſcſhon in thy heart;Þ.. 
for none but theſe ( who have ever been mor- - 
tal Enemies to ]cſus Chriſt } would give thee b 
counſel to keep Chriſt out of thy heart, To be | 
ſure, God would not give thee this advice; h 
for be loves and is ever well pleaſed with his _ 
Son, and would have him ſeated in the Roy: 
al Throne of thy Heart, Yea, he is reconciling 
the world unto himſelf by Feſus Chrit. He hath _ 
appointed thy reception and entertainment = 
of Jeſus Chriſt as the onely way to happi- 
nels. 

Surely it is not Chriſt that counſels thee 
thus for it is he that ftands kuocking at they oy 
dior of thy Heart for entrance and admiſſion, thet 
It is not the Spirit of God, for he is alſo the "ou 
Spirit of Chriſt, and is ſent upon his errand, 
to perſwade thee to open to Chriſt : yea, he is 
heartily grieved, when thou refiſteſt theſe mo- "_ 
tions of his. And if Chriſt gay not comeſþ,.* 
in, he will not long ſlay there himſelf fir- 
ving 
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ving with thee. It cannot be thy Conſcience, 
for that is a faithful witneſs and admoniſher, 
and will ſpeak truely when it may be heard : 
and the counſel it gives is according to the 
will of God, whoſe vice-gerent it is, and 
whoſe authority it bears in the Soul; and 
therefore it can be no other that gives thee 
this counſel, but thoſe Enemies before men= 
Ftioned, Satan, the World, and the Fleſh ; for 
» the counſel is like them, and rightly fathers ic 
ſelf : and what folly is it thus to be cheated 
by ſuch Enemies to thy Soul as theſe are, and 
that from time to time ? 
2. The greatn«(s of this cheat , and the 
:1 | vrong which we fultcin by it will appear, if 
? we conlider the advantage which theſe our 
" Enemies have got , by our hearkning unto 
*""Ithem, and {uttcring our ſelves to be cheated 
"Iby them thus long. 1 ſhall onely mention 
's theſe three advantages they have got, by per- 
is [wading thee to keep thy heart thut againſt 
, JChirick, Advantages they are to them and 
chef ir defignes 3 bur moſt fearful wrongs to 
nd, thee, and to thy Sou). W- | 
© is, 1+ They have occalioned thee to comrait 
mo-[nany afin, which might have been prevented 
ws f thou hadfi long fince opened to Chriſt at 
aria call. Ido not here ſpeak of thy great fin 
in refuſing to open at Chrifi's call, which is 
p every 


8, 
nd 
of 
ib 


1s 


C3 
his 
oy* 


710g 


(100) 


every time renewed and repeated, when th 
refuſeſt to open, whatever thine excuſe be 
Nor do I ſpeak of the fins that are couched ai},, 
included in the unreaſovableneſs of thy e # 
cuſes, though theſe be neither few nor littly, 
But I ſpeak of that ſinful frame of heart aJyq, 
courſe of life, that thou leadcit and liveſt | As 
while Jeſus Chriſt is kept out of thy Soul. KR 'ſ 
flc& upon thy (elf, and conſider how long}, 
is ſince Chriſt gave thee the firſt call, and col, 
fider what courſe of life thou haft led findfy. 


fie 
be, 


: Ye 
how many wilftul and known fins thou hf, . 
committed, one upon the back of anothahj, - 
yea the C.me fins many a time over and og, 


again : theſc fins, all of them,might have beg, , 
prevented, and wany of them {doubtlc(s) 
been prevented, if thou hadſi opened to Chuilſh, 
at his firſt call, If thou hadſt ſuffered himyſy,. 
have come in, he would have changed tiffg... 
habit, frame, bcnt, and inclination of t 
hcart, and courſe of thy life and converſation 
he would have fet thee about his work, an; 
Kept thee employed in his buſineſs, that thi 
ſhouldeft not have had time or leaſure to hi 
hearkncd to Satans temptations. It is Satat 
finding us idle, that moſtiy gives advantag 
to his temptations. Chriſt would have p 
his Spirit within che, that ſhould have help, 
thee againli temptations, and would have purſþ,; 


fl 
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q fed thy heart by faith. Hi grace ſhould have 
| been ſufficient for thee, and his flrength made 

Y perfect i thy weakneſs : He would have kept 
' £ 1/1 : 

. *Ythat thy foot ſhould not bave ſlidaen, who is tre 
WY Keeper of 1ſrael, that neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps. 
WF He would have armed thee with the who'e 

Armour of God, whereby thou righte(t have 
K refited and repelled, or quenched all the fiery 
DEWdares of the wicked. He would have rexewd 

Jthee with daily renewed ſtrength in thy Soul. 
10g Yea, He would have kept thee by bs almighty 
 Jtowe?, through faith, unto ſalvation. Thou 
mahadir not therefore had ſo many ghaſtly fins, 

OVYto have reflected and looked back upon with 
"Jaz trembling heart, and griping conicience, 
JF vich horrour and conſternation, as now thou 
-h haſt, It there were no more but this conh1- 
MYdration, (methinks) it might be ſufficient ro 
| Eience all excuſes, and cavils of carnal reaſon, 
Oo nd make the foul attraid of ever rctubog to 
to pen when Chrilt calls 3 and might fully con- 
> Frince us of the grand chcat and irreparable 

Jyvrong which our enemies have put upon 
bay.; by perſwading us not to open to J-{us 
alWiChrilt, 

ny 2. Conſider the high affront and provo- 
- FÞxion which we have given to Jeſus Chritt, by 
clpt eeping him out ſo long, He hath calicd a- 
PWPBain and again, and was deſirous to come in, 
fi H 3 but 
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but we would not : He hath ſiood kyockiu] m 
till bis head was filed with dew, and bis lock ev 
with the drops of the night, and yet could gaf co 
nothing from us hut frivolous and vain ex|Tl 
cuſes. And what do we think will be thef oz 
ifſue of all this? Will his patience never beſ ye: 
worn out? Will his wrath zever be kindled ii 
by breaſt ? Will the ſtirrings of his Spirit neſhe: 
ver have end ? Will the day of Grace neverſthe 
have a night? Will he never ſwear in hiny 
wrath, that thou ſhalt uot enter into bis reſt {cal 
Tremble, O fond man! to think at thoſthe 
things. It hath bcen of dangerous and dread-ſenc 
ful conſequence, thus to deny him admiſlion;Þbc 
He hath thereupon withdrawn himſclt audſ{o « 
departed, and fomectimes never returned +| 
gain. But if he have been found, it hath beenſto 
after long, weary, and tedious fceking of himJCh! 
And why may he not doſo again ? Nay cer-ſcon 
tainly, he will do ſo. And therefore theſthis 
wrong and cheat which the Devil, the WorldJut 
and the Fleſh have put upon thee, is an un-twe 
ſufferable wrong, which they can never wakeÞrot 
thee amends for 3 let them therefore cheatÞnd 
thee no longer. and 
3. Conſider that every knock and call thatſpur 
Chritt gives, and we retuſe, doth lock the doorJGhr: 
of the heart faſter againſt Chrilt, than it w»al 
lockt before ; ſo that if ever Chriſt get in, hen; 
X mukſi 
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bing] muſt give fiercer knocks and louder calls than 
ock ever he did betorez he muſt take fome other 
gf courſe with thee, than ever he hath yet taken, 
ex Therefore faith the Apoſtle, Heb. 3. 13» Exhort 
theſ one a0ther while it is called to day, leſt any of 
r beyou be bardned throngh the deceitfucſs of fin- 
d nSia deceittuliy and 1nfentibly hardens the 
ne-ſheart, and by degrees cauterizith or fcareth 
vergthe heart and conſcience, that it grows braw- 
hzjny and paſt fecling ; and; thzn Chriſt may 
eſt {call and call again, and to little purpoſe and 
ioleſtheretore it is unſpeakable wrong witch tnine 
ad-enemics have alrcady done the? 5 acd 1t would 
on:Þ0c wrong paſt recovery, if they thould go on 

andſto cheat thee 1till. | 
 &| Uſe 2. Isit of ſuch dangerous conl. quence 
xeento ba ſluggiſh, ſecure, and (Iathial, when 
1m [Chritt knocks and calls, e{p:ctaliy wizn this 
cer-coming is in an{wr.r to our Pravers ® TI'h:n 
theſthis may afford maiter of enquiry and cx mir 
"dation, to enquire how the caie ftands b: = 
un-Jiween Chrilk and our Souls, at this day, Ve 
akeprofels our (clvcs to bs the $70uſe of Corilt 5 
eat nd it {o, ic 15 v. ry probable tat h2 dota now 
and then vilit us, and comes to the door of 
thatJour hearts. We prot:i5 to be a candleſtick 'in 
oorfGorits right hand 5 and if fo, it 1s lixciy be 
walks {ometimes 7# the midi(t of the goldex 
| hefeandlefticks, We protels to be th; Ciiurch 
uſt H 4. «nd 
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and People of God 3 and it Chiift hath notÞG 


zntimacy and familiarity with, and gives frefan 
quent vikits to his Church, where can Chrillth 
b: expected to be found? We have the Worſan 
ſhip and Ordinances of Chriſt, and his Name 

recorded among, us: and he hath faid, thatfthi 
where he records bis name, there be will meet biCt 
people, and blefithem. We are under his (peJne 
cial care and providence, about whom he is in}mi 
a ſpecial manner conccrned : And theretorem; 
it concerns us to know how we liand in his 

favour. And as this is the fiate of the Churcian 
in general, ſo is it the ſtate of every particufcal 
lar Member, and is the concern of every onehe: 
of us to know how matters fiand betweenſt ; 
Chriſi and our Souls : Whether we be in hisfor 
favour, and have his pleaſant company 3 otÞthe 
whether he have turned his back, withdrawl th 
himſelf, and be gone away from us in a diffth: 
content, becauſe he hath kzocked and called cif 
and we have not opened unto him. And it}cal 
concerns us the rather to make this enquiry cia 
becauſe the Providences of Gad for ſome tine] eſp 
have been, and fill are contiderable toward tra 
us: and the Providences of God ſeem to bi the 
near ſome period. Some great work or 0 it 
ther God (ſcems to have upon the Wheel in the of 
Chriſtian world z which e're long may poly up 
_ fibly be brought tolight. And ſuch ar be 
Gods 
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not]God's remarkable working, are uſually trying, 
fre-Jand ſhaking times. To be ſure, it isa bleſſed 
wilthing at ſuch a time to be in Chriſt his tavour, 
/orfjand under his wing. 

ame} In the proſecution of this Uſe ther* are two 
thatſthings to be enquired into. 1. Whether 
+ ki{Chrilt have not, and do not at this day emi- 
ſpe-Jnently knock and call, 2, What enfertain- 
s inf} ment Chriſt ftindes, and what an{wer we have 
toreÞmade. 

 byj 1+ Let us enquire whether Chriſt have not, 
urch}znd do not at this day eminently knock and 
ticwcall, Is not the wozce of our beloved to be 
one heard at the doors of our Hearts, ſaying, Oper 
ycen to me, my fifter, my love, my dove, my xd filed 3 
1 his] for my head 4s filled with dew, and my locks with 
z OfÞ tbe drops of the night £ We have told you in 
-awn|the opening ot the Dr Ctrine, that though 
dif} there be no paſſage of God's providence ex. x- 
Jed caſed towards us, but 1t hath ſomething of a 
ad it call from Chriſt in it; yet there are tome (pe- 
uiry | cial times, wherein Jetus Chritt doth in a more 
time] eſpecial manner knock and call, requiring en- 
zardj] trance and admiſſion. Row we might know 
o bf thoſe times, I nave endeavoured there to ſhew. 
Ir 0 It is not my buſincls here to afltgnc new times 
n the of Chrili's crainent calling, but by rcfleting 
poly upon thoie, to make enquiry whether the cafe 
es ff be not ours: And whether , according to 
30d; thoſe 
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thoſe ſignes and. marks of an eminent call] [a 
Chriſt do not at this day eminently knock andſis, 
call upon us to open unto him. What I have tom 
ſay upon this head, 4 ſhall ſum vp into chele32 
nine or ten Queries: And by them we mayou 
come to underiiand how the caſe ftands withhwi 
Us, ku 
1+ Hath not Chriſt of late days eminenthfw: 
called, and at this day doth eminently call byJnc 
his Mcrcies? The more largely God's handJw 
3s opened in Mcrcies and Bounty unto a per-ſbi 
ſon or people, the more loud is his call to themſth 
ro op:n to himin a way of duty. God exco 
pects from us according to the Talents whichſab 
he bcſiows upon us. It he beſtow five, he exo 
pects rnat we. thou!ld gain other five. In be-Jve 
towing of Mirrcies, God doth not dclirediyſho 
cali them away, but expects that he ſhould beus 
{erved with his own. The more hc loads us|ap| 
with bic{hngs and benefits, the more reaſona-Ptel 
bly may he expect that we ſhould abound infan! 
da:y- The more of any good thing that God wk 
b:ttows, tie more good he looks that ticyPLy 
ſhould do with it. The Pſalmitt makes ufc of th 
God's bountitul dealing to be an argument to [of 
his Soxl to return wito bis reſt, Fial. 116. 7.180 
Chrilt 1s rae rett of the- Soul, as well as he ev 
that gives reſt unto the Soul, Matth. x 1. 28. [the 
Come wrto me all ye that labour and are heavy ſe 
laden, 
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call] laden, and ye ſhall finde reſt unto your ſouls. that 
and}is, ye ſhall tinde reſt in me, as well as reſt by 
re tome. Fur in me yeſhall have peace, John 16. 
hel33. And if this bean argument to return to 
maſour reſt, becauſe God hath dcalt bountifully 
with] with us, ſurely Chriſt calls loud to us, to re- 

turn to our rc, His bountitul dealing to- 
nth wards us, of late time, and at this day, is emi- 
1 byJnent and remarkable ; For he hath compaſſed 
and} about with bus mercies, and loaden uw with 
per-Jbs bleſſirgs and benefits. The great Peace, 
hemſthe abundant Plenty that God affords, are very 
ex-Iconfiderable, if we conſider the brojls that are 
hichJabroad in the world, and the (carcity that hath 
 ex-00 lately threatned us. How hath God pre- 
| be-Jyented our fears ! been better to us than our 
ediy[hopes ! done great and wondertul things for 
d bes beyond expcation! We may not unfitly 
s u|apply that ſaying of Moſes to our (:Ives in 
»na-Fielpect of God's providential care over us, 
| infand kindne(5 co us, Dewt. 11-11, 12+. The land 
God [whether ye go to poſſeſs it 4 — @ land which the 
racy [Lord thy God careth for « the eyes of the Lord 
(© of [thy God are always upon it, from the beginning 
t to fof the year. cven unto the end of the year, Gods 
, 7. [goodneſs in this reſpec hath been wonderful, 
{ he even to admiration, eſpecially if we conſider 
28, [the uſe that we have made of all theſe mer- 
-avy [ies which hath been no better than what 
des, God 
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God complains of Iſrael, that they made of hif” 
mercies, Dext. 32+ 15+ But Feſnurun waxed fat p 
end kicked— Then be forſook, God that made hi m 
end lightly efteemed the Rock, of bis ſalvatio he 
Now that God ſhould deal chus bountitully; 
with us, when we make ſuch returns as thell th 
is wonderful , and certainly calls for oth”: 
fruit from us, than hitherto we have broughſ* 


forth. But it beſides theſe common or gen ” 
ral mercies which God hath» bektowed upon 4 


us in common with others, we conſider t 
particular mercies which every one of us it / 
particular have received, we fhall finde that a 
they have not been inconfiderable, but remar- ' 
kable. Have we not at one time or other 1 
met with confiderable prefervations , prote ' 
tions, fſucc:{ſ:s in our undertakings , when he 
it hath fared tar otherwile with our neigh 
bours? Have not evcry one our particular 
mercies to take notice of? as health , when; , 
Others have been lick 3 life, when others have l 
been cut off out of the Land of the Living; 
Liberty , when others have been under re-| '? 
ſiraint; Preſervations from dangers which 
we have been obnoxious unto : Deliverance luc 
cut of evils into which we have fallen. It], 
were endlets to enumerate the various ways but 
wherein and whereby God hath been eminent- 
ly good and gracious unto us, Bur if - 
WI 
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1] will but ſeriouſly refle& upon Gods bounties 
f toward us, we may be able to give a better ac- 
-- [count of them, than any other perſon can di- 
- I {ate fo us. Yea, we may oblerve more 
,|{ Mcightening circumſtances in them than 0- 
ef} hers can. For many times the circumſtan» 
the (5 of time and place, and our preſent condi=- 
ipht tions, do wonderfully exalt and magnific mer- 
-nelicS» May one ſay, I was fick, and in danger 
pot of death, when others did dic in what a 
of condition had I been, if Lhad died then ! ve- 
a © ry unprepared for death and another world : 
ol had never ſeriouſly confidered my latter end; 
we had got no aſſurance ot Heaven, nor indeed 
ther] /aken much pains about it. If 1 had gone then, 
Iknow not whither I muſt have gone, nor 
"4 what muſt have become of me. May ano- 
h. ther ſay, My houſe and family were preler- 
bn ved, when my neighbours was conlumed in 
hen|22Merciſul flames. It ſuch a thing had be- 
Ll fallen me at that time, ( in all probability ) 1 
og) had been ruincd in mine outward eſtate, and 
- 36. |®y (elf and family expoſed to the mercy of 
hich[bers. May another fay, I was in ſuch and 
ba ſuch a diſtreſs and affliction, and fo involved 
\ 1;|{berein, that I could ſee no way of elczping 3, 
gays but the time of my neceſſity was God's oppor» 
ent-[nity , and JYhen T ſaid my foot ſlippeth, then 
- welite Lord be beid m: wp © when Lwas at aloſsin 
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my ſelf, Had viewed and looked on the right ih 
hand and left, and-could fee no help nor bope, th 
then the Lord put' under everlaſting arms, ail of 
ſaved me. Thele and ſuch like circumfiancey® 
make mercies to be eminent, when they att® 
guided by an unfeen hand beyond expectation! hay 
the more lignal and eminent theſe mercies are} 
and: the more of the ſpecial providential handf 
of God that may be ſeen in them, che moreſ®* 
loud are the knocks and calls upon us to d 
and to anſwer Gods end in them; And which 
of us can (ay but in the courſe of our livefſ® 
we have met: with: ſuch as-theſe, many andf 
many a time ? it ſo, they have been calls fromſf®* 
Chriſt 3 and the more eminent they have becn;Þ** 
the more loud'hath been the call: Ice 
2- Hath not God leuidly called-by his JudgF | 
ments? Judgments upon others round about ok 
us, which have loudly called upon us to bearf® 
and fear, and do no more ſo wickedly, left i 
. worſe thing happen unto ww. Have we not (cet oh 
or heard of ſome that have been taken awayf®*: 
ia; very terrible manner, 'in the very a& off® | 
fianing, and (poſſibly) we as guilty of ſuch 
like fin, as they? How may this make us tF** 
tremble, and be-a warning unto us ! Hatlif 
not'the hand of God reached us in our perſonsF* f 
relations, eſtates, houſes, trades, callings, and[F* 
the like? And theſe have not only been con 
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i$on- ordinary Providences, but we might in 
\z [them fee ſomething eminently of the tinger of 
p God pointing at us? Some aggravating cir- 
amitances or other have made them more re 
almarkable to us, than otherwife they would 
ntave been. It may be, conſider them in them- 
felves, they have only been common cala» 
ities, as Letters come to the Town by the 
id of the common Poli, or Carrier ; bur 
hey have been directed to them with ſome 
;c{articular mefſage, and have intimated fo 
veavch to thee, by the circumſtances of them z 
is hath been a ſpecial call to thee from Chritt, 
| doubtleſs, we have moſt of as had ſuch calls 
(eſe, if we have but obſerved and taken no» 


nd 
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a0 
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ice of them 3 and if we have not, the greater 
JooÞuth been our fault and our lin. If we dobue 
fir m——s the Nation, as the Mcrcies have 
n great that God hath undeſervedly beſtow= 
d upon us; (ſo the Judgments that have betallen 
(cenfhave notonly been various,but very remark= 
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, ſuch as the hand oft God hath been emis. 
atly (een in,howſocverthey have been handed 

usby wicked ialtruments; I need not to-enus 
ate them, they are obvious to every ob- 
want eye. -But what do thele intimate and 
Jill for from us? Surely the rod of God hath a 
pace; and he that doth not wilingly grieve and 
$uX tbe children of men, doth not theſe 
W 1. thiogs 
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things to us, but there is conſiderable caufi 
for it. When God dealt fo with his peopledfith 
old, we may read what cauſe God had for ita 
And certain I am, that the blindeſt among wſ{to 
cannot but ſee cauſe enough, from the handſG 
of God, for all that is come upon us. Onhlq 
here is the miſery, that every one fceks to & b 

no 

ral 

thi 


cuſe himſclt, and to lay the blame at ſome 
ones door elſz-; and fo takes no notice of Gods 
particular call to him, I would defire her 
to ſet before you, and defire the ſerjowffer; 
Reader to peruſe Gods threatnings to 1/rael df ple 
old, and the cauſes there aſſigned, and ef ing 
how far they may concern us: read Dete 

rorom. 23. 15. tothe end. And as for thokf gu 
that would lay the blame upon others, and ex{ 
cuſe themſelves, I ſhall only recommend vl ws; 
them that dreadful caution and intimation off me 
Gods minde, Dext. 29. 18, 19, 20. It is butf ter, 
too common among us to promiſe our ſclvee que 
peace, and drink away our fears 3 but this willſ yer 
prove in the end, an unpardonable aggravation me 
of our tin. If we would but take the paitſen 
to (earch the Scriptures, and take a view uf Pro 
ſuch Judgments as God hath inflicted upadſthey 
Nations, Families and Perſons, and conlidel wt 
the fins that have been the procuring cauſe dine 
them, for which they have been ſent ir 
ſhould need no Prophet to read us our. de kno 
ſtingg- 
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uk} fliny; nor any Expoſitor to ſhew us the fins 
edf[that God points at in the evils which we labour 
r it under 5 nox ſhould we, any of us, finde cauſe 
 whto excuſe our (elves. Sure I am, the voice of 
and} God in his Judgments is eminent; and by the 
n r_ of them, in that they meet with one 
e&{lort of men after another, and ſpare few or 
Omeſ none, they plainly ſhew the cauſe to be gene- 
od ral. And by the complication of them, and 
nerd their ſurrounding of us,and hemming us in on 
jo every hand, they manifeſt the greater diſ- 
| off pleaſure, and more unavoidable danger hang- 
(«ing over our heads: and therefore the voice 
mel agd call is very loud, and muſt either be 
hol guickly hearkned to, or clſe Chrift may with- 
| eb{ draw, the decree may bring forth, and tbere 
d to] pill be #o remedy. Lwoald (eriouſly recom- 
n df mend to your peruſal, that one dreadful Chap- 
ul ter, 1/ai- 24, and defire that your thoughts 
aud meditations may dwell a little upon every 
Vil 'yerſe, as you go along, aud you will not need 
of me to dire you how to apply itz our pre- 
ſent conditions, and the paſſages of Gods 
MProvidence will ſufficiently cxemplifie it Aud 
MM therefore afſuredly, the call of God is ome- 
1d} what more than ordinary at this day ; and 
lc none of us can ſay, but that God ſpeaks ſome. 
\ Willing more than ordinary unto us. And 
46} know, that chey which think themſelves leaſt 
ing I concerned 
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concerned in this call, may cone to findef ti 


themſclves moſt concerned at laſt, I will di 
re ſuch to one Text of Scripture, which calk 
for thejr ſerious obſervation, Iſai. 28. through 
out. When - God's Fudgements come for fit 
our Refuge of lies, and Covenant with Death a 
Hel, will but little avail us. But I paſs fror 
this, which is ſufficiently evident to be a lou 

call from Chriſt, to a | 
* *3.' Particular, by way of enquiry. Dot 
not Ged eminently call, by the great liber 
and plenty of the Goſpel, which undeſerved 
to this day we do enjoy ? There is a notabkf 
faying,'Pſ2l. 147.19, 20. He bath ſhewed hi 
word to Jacob , his ftatutes and his judgement 
#0 Uracl : be bath not dealt ſo with any natit 
&c. And may not I apply this very pertiner 
Iy to theſe Nations? for what Nation unde 
Heaven: hath' enjoyed the Goſpel miore plenſ 
'tifully, more plainly, more clearly, and for $ 
longer time, than we have done'? The dof 
Erine of + the Goſpel hath not been more clearf 
ly taught in any Nation under Heaven, tha 
1n this our Britiſh Ifland. No Nation hatife 
had more eminently bxrning and ſhining light} 
and many we enjoy at this day. © Never 
tion was better inftructed in the minde an 
will of Chiiſt 3 ( if we do not wilfully 
our cycs again(t-this light ) ſo that other 
3 by - £100F ;: 
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4 tions are. glad of the crums that fall from our 
þ| tablezinfomuch thatwe may truely {ay with the 
all Apoltle,2Cor. 4+3,4-1f our goſfel be hid.it is hid to 
them that are loſt : in whom the God of this world 
thbath blinded the mindes of them that believe 
tt , leſs the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them. 
And doth Chrift thus fiand knocking and cal- 
ling to this day ? ſurely his long patience hath 
made his call the loader, and to be the ſame 
with that, Pſal. 95. 7, 8. To day if ye will 
ar by voice, harden not your hearts : eſpecial» 
efly contidering how emphatically, and ( to our 
gale ) p:rtinently the Apoſtle applies it, Heb. 
th4'7+ Again be limiteth a certain day, ſaying in 
tionfDavid, To day, after ſo long a time, as it is ſaid, 
cntflo day if ye will bear bis voice, harden not your 
Warts. The night is far ſpent, and the day is 
lenfit band 3 it becomes not us then (who have 
or Slighted Chritis call ſo long, and at whoſe door 
dofie hach waitcd fo patiently) to linger any 
leaonger, but (pcedily to arife, and open to him, 
thaſfelt ( his patience being worn out ) he ſhould 
hatiepart in a dilcontent. 
h14:4- Dath.not God at this day quicken his 
- NeMinilters by: bis Spirit ? and make his Emba(- 
 anfadors,in amore than ordinary manner,impor- 
ſnare with us to open to Chriſti ? Do not the 
r Nauithful Miniſters of Ghriſt (laying atide all cir- 
1008 |} I 2 cumitantial 


(116) 


ſtantial and lefſer matters ) bend themſelve] e 
chiefly, if not onely and wholly, to the main] tt 
work of calling home finners unto Chriſty a 
and to all to oper, and open more fully, anl 
txuely, and cordially to Chriſt? Is there nt 
2 more than ordinary Spirit reſting upon 

Prophets, quickning and exciting them to thi 
work 3 inſomuch, that they are very urge 
and importunate, and will take no-denial, 1 
excuſe from "finners? but cry and cry als 

call and call again, We beſeech you in the nam 
of Chrift to open to him, and be ye reconcile 
#0 God ? Doth not Gud make Miniſters moni 
warm, more zealous, more importunate in their 
work? So that ( notwithſtanding all 
diſcouragements they meet with, and the rc 
pulſcs which you give ) they will take no « 
nia], but renew their (uit? And if one f 
j<& will not work, they take another ? if c 
argument will not prevail, they make uſe « 
another ? leave no ſtone, no ſubjeR, untu 
ned, unſpoken to, that they can imagine n 
prevail with you? What beſpeaks all thi 
earneſine(s and induſtry, but that Chriſt cally 
now in good earneſt upon you ? for we are 
ble to-do nothing without him. It is he thillfim; 
dires us to.our {ybjcRs, and puts a word infus 
to our 'mouths. It is he that enlargeth ou 
medita:ions, blefſeth our ſtudies, and wi 
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Ive ah the word upon our hearts. It is he that 
| toucheth our Lips with a Coal from his Altar, 
it | and helps us to deliver our meſſage ix the epj- 
lf dence and demonſtration of the truth , and of 
dl power. And all this is tor your fakes, that the 
| call might be more convincing and eff:Qual 

wo upon you. And therefore if you tinde a 
pen ore than ordinary (pirit upon the Prophets 
\ ne} at this day, you may conclude it is a more 
wlll than ordinary call. And therefore apply that 
{to your ſelves which the Apolile ſpeaks, 4G&s 
le 17- 30» However Chriſt might wink at former 
q ignorance, or neglect, yet now ( by way of e- 
i mincncy ) be commands every man every where 
xd to repent. 

5- Doth not Chriſt eminently knock and 
call at the door of thy heart, by {ecret impul- 
es of his Spirit, and convictions of thy own 
Conſcience? Doth not the word of God 
lom:times come within thy boſome , and not 
| wely prove a general word ſpoken to all , but 
moings ſome ſpecial meflage to thee, and Gith 
i wthee as Nathan did to David, Thou art th: 
max or as Wildom to the: limplc ones, Prov. 
{1 22,23» How long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love 
hmplicity, and the ſcorners delight in. ſcorning, 
nerd fools bate knowledge * turn ye at my re- 
Woof, Sc. May we not fay chat God is not 
wholly departed out of his Ordinances ? but 
I 3 that - 


(118) 


that yet he walks inthe midſt of bis Golden Can-[% 
dlefticks ? that his Spirit is yet (triving with us 9” 
and that yet he hath compaſſion of his beritage 28" 
and is loth to leave his dwelling-place # Is there 
not now and then a ſecret word whiſpered ig 
your ear, that this word comes from Heaven, ſe 
and is ſent a particular meſſ2ge to you ? Ar 
not you ready to think ' within your (elves. 
ſcmetimes, How comes th: Miniſter to know| 6 
my caſe ſo particularly , and to ſpeak to thoſe 
things that none knows, but God and mine! 
own Conſcience ? Why, you muſt know, thatÞ*! 
this is God that ſpeaks to you by us. It is heh 
that ſends us unto you, and puts words in ourf 
mouths, and tells us what to fay to you : Hen 
who knows the ſecrets of all Hearts : direds|fo1 
us what to ſpeak 3 and he by his Spirit opens [i 
your car-to hear, and to take notice of what |< 
is ſpoken, And he by his Spirit convinceth [5 
your Conſciences that you are the perſons to|M! 
whom it is ſpoken. And therefore when it is att 
thus with you, you may aſſuredly know that | 
this a ſpecial knock and call from Chriſt, tro 
May there not be the ſame inward working in 
your Hearts, while this word is ſounding in 
your ears, or repreſented to your cyes 1n rea- 
ding of it , that was in the Diſciples going to 
Emaus., while Chriſt talked with them and I* 
opened the Scriptures, Luke 24+ 32+ Did 
not 
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"14. (ut owr hearts burn within us-while he talked 
us 2I with ws f&c. Have you not ſome ſecret motions, 
re? pripings," and prickings at the heart ,” under 
zere0this or other ordinance ? this is the voice of 
| ig] Chritt, laying, Open to me,&c. and the more 
ren, ſenſible and piercivg theſe are, the more loud 
As is Chriſt's call, 

Ives] 6- Are there no fears upon the hearts of 
owl God's people, left Chriſt his fiay at our doois 
1oſe | ſhould not be long ?. Are there no fignes and 
ine} (ymptomes of Chriſt's wearinzls and readi- 
hat [nels to devart, ſeen and taken notice of ? Is 
; he there not-a general fear upon the Spirits, of 
our | molt men, left the Goſpel ſhould be ready ro be 
He | removed ? , what groung and cauſe men have 
-&;| for thoſe fears trom eond caulcs , Lay nos 
ens [thing 3 but that there is ſuch a fear ( however 
hat [comes to pals, or what ic 1s grounded upon 
eth [1S evident : and I am ſure this cannot be with- 
to (out the hand of God, This fear is an evil of 
- is [aMiction, it diſquiets and troubles the ſpirits 
hat fot men; and therefore muſi needs , proceed 
iſh, from the hand of God. For the I rophet cells 
in |S Amos 3- 6. That there is no evil in 1be City 
in | 9#t the Lord doth it. This ncgarive interro ga» 
ea- | tion being a more vehement ath: mation. Ai d 
to |! Chriſt ſhould not wholly depart, and take 
nd | way bis Goſpel , yet his particular cals Ly 
Inward convictions and ſtrivings of his Spirit, 
I 4 miy 
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may not laſt long; as he gives you a day, 
he will give you but a day 3 and then he wil {du 
ſwear in bis wrath that ye ſhall never enter inta 

bis reg. How much of this day may be ſpent, [ig 
you rnay better guefs than any one can cell you, [lef 
knowing how long he hath called and waitcd:[ no 
how clear and full convictions have been, and 

how they are.now : how hot the Goſpel hath] wt 
ſhined, and how cool it is now 3 and the ſha jou 
dows of the evening firetched out. And iul 
this be gone, what will it advarrage you tofBu 
have the Goſpel continued ? It will be but for it 
your hardening, and the ſealing you up tof wy 
everlaſting deſtruction. Iſaiah was a powes| fre 
ful Preacher, and yet $20 ſee what a meſlage] wir 


God ſent him to Trae? Iſai. 6. 9, 10+ It is a] my 
. very uncomfortable meſſage toa faithful Mini dex 
ſer of Chriſt, to be ſent upon this errandi] ſee 
but yet it is the meſſage that God ſends them} don 
to many an ore with: and if this be ou] <n 
meſſage to you, it willbe ſad. However, we| by ; 
muſi go what meſſage our Maſter ſends us;] not 
and it it be fad tous, it will be ten thouſand] to ( 
times more dreadful to you. Only our earneſt jex! 
defire is, that you might know, at leaft, in thii] thou 

owr day, the things that belong to your ever| (hat 
Jofting peace, before they be bidden from you mice 
tyes. And theſe general fears are a loud call to ther 
delay or linger no longer, but open to Chriſt, | end 
7. Alt 
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of 4- Arenot all theſe Calis, by Goſpel-Ordi- 
il [dinances, in anſwer to your Prayers? Here I 
to [ſpeak to you that do pray; For Iam net 
nt, ſignorant, that there are a generation of prayer- 
w, [lefs ſouls in the world, and I with they were 
d: I not fo great a number, There are but too ma- 
nd] oy Families that call not upon the name of God: 
ath | which the Prophet prayes that God would 
d& bis wrath upon, Jer. 10. 25. and dread- 
| i fol will the wiath of God be when it cumes. 
to But L ſpeak here to thoſe that do pray. Hath 
for it not been your Praycr, that God would' re- 
to ten into bis re(ting place, be, and the ark of bis 
| frength ? Have not you prayed, Ariſe,0 north- 
ie] winde, and come thou ſouth, and breath wpon 
$a] my garden ? Let my beloved come into bis gar= 
8k den Have not you prayed, that you might 
di] ſee and meet with God, as ſometimes you have 
em| done in bis Sanduary * That you might fig 
our] down under bis ſhadow with great delight, and 
wel bis fraczt might be pleaſant to your taſte ? Have 
us;] bot you {ighed and breathed out your requeſts 
and] to Chriſt, ſaying, Tell me, Oh thou whom my 
nelt] ſexl loveth | where.thou feedeſt, and- where 
his] thox cauſeft thy flocks to reſt at noon f &c6. Oh 
ver] that T might enjoy powertul Ordinances ! and 

meet with the power and preſence ot Chuſt in 
1 to] them ! that mine eyer might ſee my teachers, 
iſt, | 68d mine ears hear a voice bebind me, ſaying, 
Ar This 
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This is the way , walk in it ! Such-like Prayers |, 
as theſe you have been ever and anon putting | {. 
upz and in an{wer to theſe your Prayers, | 
Chriſt is come, and ftands knocking and cal | 
ling, Open to me, my Sifter, my Love, my Dove, | ; 
and my zndefiled. Thoſe calls of Chriſt, which 
are according to your real deſires, and in an |, 
ſwer to your Prayers, muſt needs be eminent |, 
and remarkable. ' Ip 
8. 'Are not you the profeſſed Spouſe of, 
Chriſt , that have profeſſedly given up your Dre 
ſelves by a folemn Marriage-Covenant unto yi 
Chriſtz engaged and ſwore that you will be[, 
his, and at his ſexvice? What deeper obli-j;. 
gation can you lay upon your (elves, than youſp, 
have done? In your Baptiſm and renewed = 
covenantig at the Lords Table, and by (6 ſpec 
lemn Vows and Covenants upon ſeveral occa- |; 
ions: So that none in the world can be more}, 
folemnly cr.gaged to open to Chriſt than youſy,,. 
ares And 1n regard you expect his coming|y,,, 
every hour, doth it not ſtand you upon, to beſp.. 
always upon your Watch-tower, waiting when|,, 
your Lord will come, that you may preſently open, 
#0 bim? And now when he both knocks andſþ.q... 
calls, 15 not this a {ufficient ſummons to yowſh,q q 
to open and Jet hiqz in? Every call of anf. Pe 
Hasband (eſpeciaily ſuch an one as Chrilt is)Þ,,, 


ſhould have ſo much weight in it, as fo com: 
mand 
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mand the obedience of the Wife. And there- 
S | fore (if not to others, yet) to you, this call 
", | ſhould be ſufficiently eminent and remarkable3 
or elſe your Husband may charge you with 
" f diſloyalty and breach of covenant. 

ch 9. Did ever Chriſt uſe more earneſt intrea- 
ties, and (weet compellations, than he doth 
Mit this day? Doth he not fay (as to the 
'  |Spoule) Open to me, my Siſter, my Lov:, my 
of Dove, my undefiled * Do not the {weet &x- 
ut Ipreflions of his love, in (uff:ring, bleeding, 
dying for you, (peak thus muci ? Doth not the 
*[{weet voice, and loving intreatics of Chnilt by 
It-Fhis Word and Meſſengers, ſpcak this language? 
0 Doth not his conftaat care about you, ard 
ed providential kindn:(s unto you, .in every rc- 
{0- ſpe, and according to whiat your hearts could 
wiſh, beſpeak you in this loving manner ? Do 
ON oot all theſe fay chat Caritt ſpcaks like a mott 
Mifwect, loving, tender, and kind-acarted Huſ- 
eIbhand co you ? Open to me, my Sifier, &c. and 
be lurely theſe ſoft words might break, the bone, 
"and torc: opca the doors ot our heart, with- 
PePout any delay. I am ſure Chriti hath' mani- 
0nd as much love, and dealt with as much 
OWhtenderncis towards us, 25 ever he did towards 


bus : people. and therefore his calls are loud 
b. ough to be hcard. 


10. Is 


and 
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10. Is not bis head filed with dew, and bid fia 
locks with the drops of the mght * yo 
If we take theſe words in a good ſenſe, that in; 
he comes fully fraught and furniſhed with aJrit 
fulne(s and plenitude of bleſſings and benefity $a 
that our Souls can deſire, or fiand in need off fi 
I appeal toany of your fouls rhat ever did 
pen to, and let in the Lord Jcfus Chritt, wheel for 
ther ever you found any want in him, or wer no 
fireightned in him ? whether he broughc naf bla 
more comfort and benefit with him, than ever ver 
you were able to contain, though you opene(ſ hai 
your mouths never ſo wide? Hath he nof alf 
fully anſwered, and over-anſwered your mol he 
enlarged expeQations? fo that you might ſpe 
have eaten and drunken far more abundantly] in ; 
if you had been able to contain it ? Every hail cie 
of his head hath a drop of ſome kinde of re 
freſhment hanging at it, which you might be 
welcome to. And thercfore his call is loud & 
nough,when he tells you what he hath brought] 
with him. 
But take the argument in a bad ſenſe, for} 
the ſufferings and affliQions of Chriſt 3 and 
they are a loud call. Hath not Chriſt (uffer- 
cd enough in his bumiliation, in making way 
ko receive you into favour with God, and in- 
to covenant with himſelf; but you muſt put 
him to new pain and trouble;,by making him : ; 
ſtan 
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Rand waiting , and dancing attendance at 
your door, while you ate ſnorting and firetch- 
thing your ſelf upon your bed of caſe and (ecu- 
| a rity ? Was not his once offering up himſelf a 
fic Sacrifice for tin, ſufficient , but you muſt cyw- 
off tefie bine afreſh, and put him to new pain, by 
| of your ſlothtul and ſluggiſh delays, and unrea- 
;hef fonable excuſes? Doth not Chriſt ſuffer e- 
x nough in his Name and Honour from wicked 
no blaſphemous wretches, who rend and tear his 
val very Name, wilfully reje&t him, and will not 
ned] have this man to rule over them 3 but muſt he 
no alſo be ſlighted and undervalued by you ? muſt 
lf he fuffer in his Miniſters by the revilings, evil- 
gh] ſpeakings, and pcrſecutions that they endure 
2#ly] im and from the world ? and is not this (uth- 
hail] cient, but their Hearts alſo muſt be made fad 
ref by your refuſal to open to Chriſt? The weight 
 bef of this Argument makes this call to be very 
d ef loud, and eſpecially at this day, under the cir- 
git] camftances that we now are. And therefore 
[ deſire it may be ſeriouſly conlidered. 
for} By theſe enquiries we may fee, that the calt 
and] of Chriſt at this day is very eminent and re- 
fcr-| markable 3 and therefore it concerns us to en- 
way] quixe , what anſwer we make to this call 3 
n-] Whether we have done, andreally do open to 
put] this call, or no; which is the 
atof 2. Enquiry which we propoſed to make: 
and and 
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and I beſeech you let us be ſerious in it. It is] dit 
a matter that greatly concerns us, fince Chriſt ey 
his czlls are ſo eminent, and his fiay hath beenſ ay 
fo long at the door of our Hearts. Whatſ pe, 
anſwer have we made to the calls of Chrift?Þ 69 
have we heartily, fincerely, and readily opened col 
the doors ot our Hearts, that the King of glory jul 
eight enter ix ? ut alas ! if wedeal faithfully inf we 
the examination of our own Hearts, and inf hir 
the account which we give in this caſe, it isto[ Ki 
be feared," that Chriſt hath had no better ( iff hut 
ſo good ) an anſwer from us, than he had hereſ wi! 
from his 5pouſe : As wiil appear, if our hearts] Th 
make but true aud faithful anſwer to thele fol-J wit 
lowipg Queries. ; cor 

I1- If we have truely openzd to Chriſt, how in, 
comes it-to paſs that convictions are (o inef-Part 
fe&ual and fruitleſs as they are at this day ? | tur; 
We tiade in the courſe of our Miniſtry theÞof C 
word of God ſometimes working by way of|wil 
conviction. Perſons are convinced by the word of. 
that they are the perſons ſo and fo guilty, [fox 
are alittle ſtartled and affrighted z are pricked |ftar 
at the heart, their Conſciences (mite them, and {elf 
tell them» as Nathan did David, Thos art the|hafi 
man , to whom this reproot comes, that art;Jand 
thus and thus guilty of fin, arc in a fiate offthir 
nature and unregeneracy, iu the gall of bizter-|| cre: 


neſt and bonds of iniquity and that if thou |thel 
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is] diefſt in this eſtate , thou art undone for 
nſt] ever ; That thereis no way, or courle left to 
[enÞ avoid this, but by opening to Jeſus Chriſt, re- 
at penzing of , and forſaking thy in, turniug to 
ff God with all the beart, and taking up a new 
wed courſe of life, Fleeing unto Chriſt alone for 
ory| jultification, in a ſenſe of thine own utter un» 
rin} worthyneſs. Entering into covenant with 
inf him, taking him for thy Prophet, Prieſt, and 
to King giving up thy {elf unto him, in all 
if] bumble, hearty, and fincere ſubmiſſion to his 
ere] will, and obedience to all his commands. 
ts] This the word dictates, and Conſcience ſets in 
ol-I with it, and (ſeconds it : And to make up the 
conviction more full, the Spirit of God comes 
win, and tells thee, that this condition thou 
ef-Jart in, is not to be reſted in, thou muſt either 
y? [turn, or die : To day if thou wilt hear the voice 
the Jof God, then harden not thy heart ere long it 
 ofÞwill be coo late, thy Sun will be ſet, -thy day 
xd [of grace over, and theſe things will be bid 
ty; | from thine eyes. Hereupon thy Conſcience is 
ed } ſtartled, and thou beginneſt to think with thy 
nd ſelf what thou muſt doz-and ( it may he ) 
he haſt ſome ſudden carneſt motions, purpoſes, 
art;Jand reſolutions to turn, and to break off from 
of [thine old ways and courſes, to become a new 
er= | creature. * But alas! how ſuddenly are all 
- theſe. vaniſhed and gone again, and thou fal- 
et |, lk 
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let faſt aſlzep again in ſecurity ? Convidiog 
wear off, Atte1ons cool, Fears abate, Sin look 
not {o terrible, thins owa eſtate and condition 
not {o dreadful and hopeleſs, Death not Gf ft 
near, the flames of H<ll not ſo hot and (corch' 
ing + and foth: wook is laid afide and Ie 
undone, and thou retzrneſt with the dog to 1 
vomit, and the ſow that was waſhed. to ber wal 
lowing in"the mire. Or,(at moſt, theſe cc 
finue {ti}]) thou goeſt with an inward gripiag 
wounded Conſcience, and dofi not really com 
oat of thy (elf, unto Chrift, for healing] 
Chriſt is little fore ſer by, or ſought after, hi 
chou patcheſt up a Plaiſter for thy wounde 
Conſcience of (ome pitiful, poor, and impt 
fe& righteouſnels of thine own, takeſi 
ſome {mall formal Profefion of Religion : 
thus ftoppeſt the clamours of thy Conſciene 
and Chriſt is ſhut out, and ftands without Qilſ 
Nay, may I not fay of ſome, that infteadg®« 
pexing to Chrft, they are hardned in the 
- aq and grown Sermon-proof ? the Word $M 
God affects them not, takes not hold upq#0! 
them, as ſometimes it hath done 3 but thu 
with leſs pain and torture of Conſcience afÞ*! 
eurn off reproofs than formerly they coofſ6T 
have done, and fit more quietly and undiſtaf 
bedly under Ordinances : and that not bec 
they are in a better condition than forme! 
( 
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ind] (for they are the fame both in heart- and life 


ook that they -were before) but hecauſe their hearts 
tion) are more hardened, and their confciences 
| more brawny, and their ſouls more ſluggiſh 


and ſenſleſs than they were before, Is this 


y thy opening to Chriſt ? Is this the entertain» 
4 ment which Chrift finds, when bis begd 3s 


filled with dew, aud bis lacks with the drop+- 


of #be night } Oh conſider this before it b: top 


pigghate, betore Chriſt be withdrawn and gone ! 
-onJWe have a (ad complaint which God makes 


inlt Epbraim, Hol. 6. 4, &c. O Epbraim ! 


wwdat ſhall I do unto thee * —— For your goog- 


ndefuſe 3s as a movning-cloud, and as an early dew 


xo paſſeth awagy. A morning-Cloud (zems to 


promiſe rain, but as the Sun anſeth it ya- 
niſheth aways an carly Dew (cems to moiſten 


-neland refreſh the earth, but when the Sun 


ad 


ene 


rd 


upt 


omes to be hot, the dew is quickly gong, 
and the grafs ſcorcheth ſo much the more ; fo 
was their goodne(s very vaniſhing and ua- 
onſtant. They ſeemed to take notice of Gods 
words, to be affeted wuh them, and to pro- 
miſe and purpoſe amendment 3 but alas; theje 


4 diſcs and purpoſes quickly yamhed and 
.oafame co nothing, according to what you finde 


1 


herned to promile Gai ale things, and cherc 


nbPſe!. 78: 34:35»36,37- Hath ic not beeu top 


h your caſe ? Under convidious you have 
hath 


hath beeniſome bepecics your converſion and 
ciange: But no ſoontr hath the heat” of cots 
viQion becn over,” but all:theſe 'things have 
ly vaniſhed' away;' and come to nothi 
]s'this the' entertainment 'thar* Chrift! ha 
found ?” Blame him/ not then, if:he depart,and 
make you ſeck him befote you finde:him. - : 
«Bur further 3 fince itis the Spouſe.of Chiif 
thar'is here ſpokers of,” 'let me carry 'on this 
Query about Conviction a little further : You 
who tcally are Believers, and have cntred intd 
covenant with Chritt,and ſtand ja a Covenants 
relacion to Chriſt : Have: you. opened to the 
calls'of Chriſt ? Hath there not been-many{; 
'ſtrobg convictions 'upon your ſpirits in many 
particular caſes, wherein you have been faulty, 
and your Conſciences have ſmitten you? and 
yet tor all this, you | have fiifled theſe cop 
victions, and have not opened .to Chrilt : ya! 
have” many times: been convinced of yl: 
Pride, Worldly-mindedoeſs, Vanity and Us 
ſavorineGs, $Stoath, and Luke-warmneſs, Backj 
" waxdneſs to Duty, 'Deadnelſs in Duty , us| 
belief,” and digruſt of God, and of his 
and :Pjovidence; and fuch like things 3 and we 
yet your hearts have not been willing fully ofa 
ofex to Chriſt in theſe things, and to'let. o 
vidtion have its perfeRt work in order to yo e 
reformation : you have heard the Word, 
: know 
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+ | known your ſelves.to be guilty of ſuch chings 
as the Word hath reproved 3. Conſcience bath 
{poken;:and the Spirit of God hath ſpoken," 
andyet you have not hearkned to the counſel 
and'diQates thereof , but have twined a deaf 
| | tar, and gone or) in your fin till. Ts chis your 
| opeDing to him whois the wonderful -Connſcllr, 
- | whois your Lord and Hwband,and whole com- 
" | wands-ſhould have influence upon you ? Oh 
myfrichds! ' we may. all Gadly complain, that 
io this reſpe& we have all of us made excuſes, 
and kept Chrift out 'of owr hearts, ' _ 
+1:2- lf the door: be not ſhut againſt Chyiſt, 
how comes it to pals that; the Ordinances. of 
Chrift_ are ſo little prized, 4o little lore ſet by 
o4l this. day? We told you in the-opening of 
the DaQrine, that one way of Chriſt his cal- 
ou 1g Was by his Ordinances. | Inand by them 
0G he convincech of and: reproveth fin j directs 
| ;-and encourageth .unto duty 4 communi- 
ick.| (tes grace ; affords his company , gives in 
11s] ouriſhment, refreſhment, ircogth, and com+ 
| fext unto the hungry:-panting Soul. . Theſe. 
juc the Fells, of _— and Waters of the 
| Sanfixary;” that arc! for the refreſhing the Cit 
y 1 or God. - Where thelc Fes ano dight- 
"1 &, Chrift muſt neceflarily be ſhut out, and not 
"1 enzd to. + We have the Spoule, Cant. 17, 8 
ml £guizing where ſhe may meet ber beloved. And 
1” me hs 
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he telts her, ſhe may-finde lim in his Ordinan: 
ces, and in- the aſſembly pf this Saincs.: there 
he records. bis Name, and: ny 
people :and  bleſſcth #hem. ' And:aherefore- 
_ thatcardlefly m_ cheix backs upon the | Ordi 
nances of 'Chriſi, tarn-$hcw backs: upan, 
Gat the 'dovr of their Heats again him 
nances:'of Chriſt , and::yet keep the: 'door- of. 
cheir . Hears faft ſhut- againſt Cheift :: But] 
they are utterly 'out of: the 'way/ of apening to 
Chriſt, yea, -out of the oxdinary way of Chis 
call;''that'tuxn their bucks upon his Qzsdinan- 
ces.. - Greater conterppt' cannot perſons pot 
upon Chriſt, than to defpilt and fer light by, 
the Ordinances of Chrilt,' which heath inſts| 
ruited 7ias imeans for: the © enjoyment of hin || 
And i& this be ſo,” how: ordinarily is Chrift] ;,;: 
ſhuc ou | (We complain of the deadnels off x; 
Trade, ;and what a low -rate all kinde of com 
modities carsy : but Fatn-fure Chriſt's: trade ip 
very” low 4 ' the commodicies . which ' Chrif 
offessin the market :ofhigQzdinances (though 
vey rich.and colily ig. themiclves, yet} area 
a very:low. ze im the eftcem of moſt men 
O how flight an occation +will/ keep: penſons 
back fromthe Ordinances of Chritt! If amyſ 7. 
dly buſioeſs be co-be done, perſons think «6 
i ugrcaſanable to be-moved t kave that, 2nd| -* 
.£ 4 _ 
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, | 0 attend the Ordinances of Chriſtz - as 'the 
= 'here thought 'it unreaſonableto move 
her to leave het warin'bed, to come to open to 
k Chriſt,” O'how many wil riſe' more car]y, 
hey tfavel fatther , and take more pains for an 
wel rthly bargain, than- to meet wich -Chtift in 
Ordinances ! theſe muſt onely be attended 
- kt leiſur&-times, when men have nothing elſe 
A todo. If the Ordinarices of Chrili' loſe men 
Un hout ifi'thcir ſhops, *Or a lingle bargain (if 
ba Kit fo the value of a ſhilling )-in their trades, 
id v1 they think Chriſtbids them loſs, if he move 
them tb leavetheit worldly bulincls aftd actend 
mi Many value Chriſt and bis com- 
ral ata Jower rate than thirty pieces. Some 


|, again) can ſpare” tine to attend Ordinar- 
| 'but if it muſt coſt chem any thirig; thele 


rf indnces muſt be forborn. In many pla- 

F "ok 48d/ with many perſons , he is the beſt 

" Miniſter chat will be hired at the cheapeſt rats, 

4h his preachiog be little to the purpoſe 3 

4 Rotem diitaed them with an Fark 

bas 'calts' Fzoih Chrilt, Others, though 

ol do fecyhent Ordinances, yer, not wk | 
n&tes (of Chelſt ; 'wwhich binde: Conſci- 

but *as indifferent things, thet maay be 

= left undone, without any $vilt or - 
Aid therefote chey make-licthe -mat- 

| #rof "raſhing ont of the world wid:worldly 


p K 3 buſinets 
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- and as Jittle matter. of running into the 


. day , becauſe the Qrdinances are not. couſcien- 4 


* 2+ 3». She ſate down nader bis ſbadow withgrea| 


is & tr I formgl, and 3- | © 


” - 4-409 different, * 


ro Y 
baſinefs into an Ordinance,: altogether unprs 


Pared, and. uncompoled ,' but their: chougha|,, a 
and. hearts-are full of the world, as. may be: . 


world again ſo ſoon as ever the Orinanel 
is ended, without allpwivg themb:lvrs ih 

leaſt time to meditate, or' beg God's: bleſſing h 
upon-what they have been partakers.of. |; 
this your opening to Chriſt at his call ? Lanl}. 
very confident this is not the leaſt, xeaſpn al 
perſons. unfruitfulneſs under Ordinances at-thi|| 


tiouſly atcended, Nor do perſons allow chem- 

ſelves time-in meditation and. prayer that.the p 
Ordinance might have: its ſoaking .influenge 
upon. thera... By this means, Sirs, you, do too he 
ordinarily, if not. conſtantly, ſhut out- Chriſt, ts: 
This low.cficem that the Ordinances. of..Chril bt 
have among us , doth ſufficiently manifeſt Gi 
that our hearts are not rightly open to Chriſþ ft 
It was far otherwiſe with the Spouſe ,. Cant, ful 


Fi bt, and bis was aut to hert 
But cheſs have _ ried. leſs o her 1h 
fit down acaM, but are iin.a runnigg, poſture, 
as ifChgiſt's bountics were not worth. the ſtay- þ 
ivg ay 
. If-the. heart, he: open. to Chrid, whene: 
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AE] fierent; both in their profeſſion, practices 
zha pe performances'? Surely-if Chriſt: were let 
Þ&ilin, the heart would be more warm and lively, 
the zrace would be more ative in us thanit is, at 
Netthis day. We read, Cantic. 5. 5- that when 
Kul thrift pat but is his finger by the bole of tbe door, 
#\though the door was not fully opencd to him, 
he left fuch a warming, perfuming vertue 
by hind him, as ſect. the Spouſe her Graces 
hafoar 3 ſhe can reſi no-longes in hes bed, but 
| ſeth; her bowels yern towards him 4 and be- 
ad 1 ſhe get the door open, her fingers: drop 
ar | pb myrrhe'y there will be 2- (cntible/ altera* 
F tion of the.humoars (to ſpeak 10) a change ot 
"frame and diſpoſition of Grace in + the 
ro ti\where Chriſt. comes, and meets.: with 
iſt eh entertainment. The Souls ſleepy fat 
rl will be -over when Chriſt comes in, and ' her 
tc Graces will fall co.theix ' work Faith will be 
nll | f$ongly ative; Love will be inflamed, Thank- 
hoo fulne(s will: be increaſed; Obedience will be 
4] more exact, and univerſal "Repentance more 
ft | and {cerjous, the: heart. wholly and-zca- 
I y engaged for. Chrift;; when'the door of 
a beaxe 15ruely opcaedico\Chailt., ..But.oh, 
ay” fax,ptherwile is #-with-us 4 Gaverhiogof 
.caxcals of Religion, and the form'of God- 
{s,. 32 external profeſſion of thie.Name: of 
joy Whit Jet 4 bit Hictle of the life; and: zeal, 
bad [EE K 4 and 
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and warmch and: power of Religion 1] 
In former days, when Chriſt ' was etmincacly}h} 
ſeen' in| his Ordinances, and Believers heagyff 
Were more freely and fully open tb tum , Lt 
ſee' what holy, beavcoly, z:alous, univerſall 
circumipect Chrithans were then'to-be fou 
what wonderful works did maniteft chew 7 
ſelves/in them, and were done by them. But 
where have we almoſt any Chriſtians of the; 
pid lamp and firain left ! Now adays we hath, 
much talkivg of Religion 3 but lictle hol/p,ricd | 
andexemplary walkivg in the ways-of God, i þþ 
all holy Conyerſation and Godlioefs, Sure | 
am,there is a vaſt difference berween Chriſtian | F 
io former days, and thoſe that now live. ' Theaf 
they were humble, boly,- blameleſs in «ll wor [$ 
wer of converſation, Sealow for Gods glory, live | 
hal ſpiritual and heavenly in-their Duties, fer | 4 
vent in ſfiris, ſerving "tht Lord, fervent in lont[® 
towards God and the Brethren, add that oot[hj 
in word only, but in deed and in) tturh :- (ach [| 
as might cafily be dittinguiſhed froth the gens 
of the worlkd:- | But now, how ma 
profeſſors. of Religion ' are theres / who: « 
Nc WES ſenſhat , compliers with 
Alan exftomes of the world,” erdlowr, 1 
liciaw, | bathþizers, ſlandevere, baving oily -* #1! 
fopme.: of odlineſe, 'vetyications abvar: circus [4 
ſinners, very icarekls hoe the 6ibſlance'and |} 
| pradical bJ 


* 
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*[fraRical part of Religion ? This ſhews, that 
Kyfhough we carry the name of Chrift in our 
Þhrcheads, yet Jeſus Chriſt is too much keptout 

- #1 our. heatts. | 
alyf® 4: it the heatt be open to Chriſt , how 
nine it to paſs that the world hath ſo great 
en[ythare arid intetelt there ? Surely where Chriſt 
{formes, he gains the heart and the whole bene 
tIRIþf the Soul is after hitv : Nothing more ear- 
ately defired , or diligently ſought for than 
Chriſt. Rachels language to Jacob, upon ber- 
, i]fer grounds, and with far bettcr reaſon, js the 
ef Hinguage of a gracious heart to God : Give me 
ahi "b dren or T die. So laith the Soul , Give me 
heiſt, or I die ; 1 can no longer be with- 
Jour him: IT languiſh and pine away for 
vel ant of hitn.', If I may have but one wiſh 
fet| | requeſt in all the world , it ſhall be this: 
on[That God would beſtow Chift -upon- me, 
ot fhat 1 may not one)y have an intereſt.io him, 
un title or claim to him but that I may 
ne tave his company, and communion with him ; 
Way live in the light of his court nance, al- 
Ways beholding his inoft Tavely face, bearing 
b maſt pheaſant voice, and talting of his mot 
| Royal daitities. The breathings of a gracious 
Cf towirds Chriſt are the fame (for. xcality, 
Piagh ox fo degree) Child his bres? 
by Igs are WOwards her, Cant. 2. 14. 0 my 
| e 
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dave ! — Let me ſee thy countenance, let 
hear tby voice: for ſweet is thy voice, and thy © 
countenance is comely, It was thus with DavidIy* 
Pal. 27. 4, &c. It he might but have onerefF* 
queſt, it ſhould be, that he might dwell in thiff 
bouſe of the Lord, and that for this end, that" 
he might behold the beauty of the Lord , anllf 
enquire in bis Temple : and whatever became?” 
of other things, this ( as the main )' would he} 
ſeek, after. Butalas! is it not far otherwilf* 
withus in theſe days? and that among tholeſ* 
that profeſs love to Chriſt ! if we look whatſ* 
moſt men are bufice about, what takes up molt]?? 
of their thoughts, what their diſcourſe is malif* 
about in all companies, what they ſpend molif®! 
time in, and weary themſclves in the proſeF* 
cution of from day to day : ſhall we nof** 
finde it rather to be the World, than ChriftF® 
I will not fay, (as is (aid of the wicked) Thaf®* 
God 35 not in all their thonghts : but this may bef® 
- too truely ſaid of many 3 that their moſi fref®* 
quent, pleaſant, and abiding thoughts are 
" bout the world. Theſe lie down with themiſ;; 
' theſe riſe up 3 theſe go out and come in with: 
..them', 'as if theſe were their onely buſin' 
"' Doth this argue that theſe Hearts are open oF! 
*Chriſt? where the door is open, a man maff#* 
center in without obſtruQtion ; But here it off* 
"an hard matter for a ſerious thought of Chii W 
2214 OS, Anti Patent, (1) 138 
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weld get crowded in ; If it come. to the door, 
46,0 gets no. further 3 hath little or no admiſſion 
i_h9*9 the heart and affeions: no abiding 
here. We read-in Scripture of many very groſs 
; 2688s that the ſervants of God ( far ſome time) 
thafſ8ve been overcome by :. but 1 do not remem- 
and xr any ( mentioned 1n Scripture ) that wete 
-2meſpcere, that were overcome with the love of. 
d fie World. Demas ( indeed.) is (aid to em- 
wiſeace this preſent World > but whether this 
hoſeto be underitood of his total apoltacy from 
whale faith, or onely his deſerting his pubiick 
mol ork or ſtation , the Scripture Jcaves us iu 
maſſe dark, and leaves this brand of intamy and. 
mofflgrace upon him. We know what the A+ 
jolile ſpeaks, 1 Tim. 6.9.10. They that will 
Perich, fall into temptation and a-.ſuare , and 
;({optto many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown 
wen in deftrufion and perdition > for the love of 
foney 25 the root of all evil : which while ſome 
weted afier, they have erred from the faith, and 
e aFfierced themſtlves through with many ſorrows. 
em;{d the Apoſtle Fobs tells; us, 1 Fobn 2. 15+ 
with: 92y man love the world, the Ive of the Father 
fe .90t in him, Evidently mauitcfiiug,tiat there, 
1 2ot, room tor Chriſt and the, World to dwell 
a the ſame ncart. Chriſt ; himfelf tells us, 
it ; WE Cannot ſerve God and Magmon. . Thele 
wo contrary Malicrs will be- encroaching up+; 
(1] LI on 
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on each other, and impoſing their contny 
diory commands. So. that from hence [ 
conclude, that where the world bath a greilff,. 
ſhare in the heatt and affeRions, there Chriſ P 
intereſt is bat (mall, and the door of ouf 
hearts not ſuſfciently opened to him. I anff 
affraid that at the great day, when all hearth... 
ſhall be tried and made manifeſt, there will 
be many « man found, who prayed for Chrif h 
had a defire of him, yea and hoped that iv 
had an intereſt in him, and a love for him 
. and yet through the prevalency of the work 
never trucly opened his heart to Chriſt, Ex 
mine your hearts therefore how the caſe ſtand. 
with you. If Chriſt be there, and opened top, 
as he ſhould bez how comes his mortal en6 


Sys the- world, to have (uch an mtereſt it 
? and to bear ſo mach fiyay with you! 
If your hearts were op:ned to Chriſt, th 
world would be more deſpiſed, and Chrif 
company would be more delightful, and mo 
fiore ſet by. [ao 
5. And laftly. If the door of our hearts b 


{ 


opetrto Chriſt by faith, How comes it to p 

that there are fo few fruits of Faith'to be ſec or 

There i 1s nO0 queſtion to be made, but wh . 

Chrift the Szn of righteouſneſs ſhines into theſy, 

Soul, the doot” of the heart being opened bla 

Faith, | bur that ic-will be Summer-tide ls Gin 
[ 
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Rt Souls Grace will bud, bloſſom, and bear 
Coir. And if all other Graces be fruitful, why 
et Faich? If Faith therefore be fruitful where 
"Me Heart is opened to Chriſt, it concerns us 
| " examine what fruits of Faith we finde in 
ur ſelves. For as Faith hath a large root or 
» "Ioundation (having the whole Word of God 
Mr its objet, upon which it acts, and from 
dich at all times it fetcheth direQion) fo it 
: Flath a large office and work in the foul 3 its 
work being to purifie both heart and life. 
"Its 15. 9+ Purifying their hearts by faith. 
Therefore the Apoſtle Fames-tells us, that 
rp aith without works is dead being alone. 1 
Tay well compare Faith to a large and frugi- 
"*Ifkrous tree, whoſe root or foundation is the 
;[whole Word of God, recorded in the whole 
[body of Scripture. The ground or ſeat: of 
HFith is the heart, (the commanding power of 
"Jie ſoul) the body or trunk of this tree, is the 
*"Jtabit or principle of Faith inſuſed into us, and. 
zouriſhed in us by the Spirit of God, The 
q[&veral branches of this tree ſpreading them- 
F jlves every way, are the (everal emanations: 
Y or flowings forth of Faith, guided and di- 
'(|[Xed by tho ſeveral parts of Gods word. The 
| byl uits of Faith arc the (cveral particular atings 
cich{ the whole man, guided by Faith accor- 
'jy| fg co the: dixcRion of Gods Word. | _ 

| wW 
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. where the ground of the heart is made watn 
by the preſence and influential, beams of thy" 
Sun of righteouſneſs (being opened unto Chriſ qu 
at his coming) the tree of Faith muſt needſ® 
; flouriſh, aud drawing in freſh- ſupply of far bo 
from the rock of trucrh, which being digeſte mt 
' in our hearts by Faich, mult needs bring forthſ'® 
ſuitable and proportionable fruit of all kind? 
ia our lives and converſations, If thereforf** 
thy heart be open to Chriſt by Faith, W | 
| then are the fruits, cffects, actings and flow 
ings forth of Faith inall the parts and paſlag 
of thy life and converſation ? Where is thy de-[®** 
pendance upon, and-embracing of his Proj 
miſcs, relying upon his. All-ſufficiency[® 
Where is thy. univerſal, obedience to his com-['??! 
mands, diſcharging duty in every  patt and Ged 
condition of life, living by and- aQting a6 thin 
cording to the rule of Gods Word, in ever** 
thing thou goeſt about, leaving the iſſue, ſus lee 
ceſs and event of all thy buſineſs and concerns fre 
to God, to his care and faithfulneſs? Where [ 
is thy conſtant watch againſt the deceitfulnes®) 
of thy Heart, the temptations of -Satan, theſ®' 
allurements and enticements of the World?| 
and thy faichtul retifiance of all Temptations? wt 
thy deep repentance for, and faithfdl mortitr _ 
cation of all fin, fo far av diſcovered by the ly} 
Word ? Where is thy {incere, cordial, con-['® 
3} FI ſtant 
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-dfant, univerſal obedience to the Word of God, 
making that thy Rulein all thine AGiions 3 
Fſquaring thy whole life and converſation, both 
Jin reſpect of God, thy (elf, and thy Neigh- 
(Þour,according thereunto; giving every Duty, 
the in thy general and particular calling, its due 
lime, place, and reſpect ? Not allowing the 
144world to ingrols to it ſelf what properly and 
{Ifeculiarly belongs to God, his Worſhip and 
I&rvicez and putting off God with ſuch ho- 
[mage and ſervice as might better fir, and 
 ,WcTe More proper for our worldly concern- 
de. [ments ? My meaning is, our inverting, or go« 
d ing (in the courſe of our lives) directly con- 
cy[mary to that command or advice of our $Sa- 
om-(710ur, Matth. 6. 33. Seek firſt the Kingdom of 
ang1694 and the righteouſneſs thereof, and all other 
ac.[things ſhall be added. In all that we doin our 
rey general and particular places and callings, 
ſyc.I{eeping God and his intereſt above, and pre- 
-rn[7ing it before the world. 
If theſe be not the fruits of Faith, wherein 
thy Soul in ſome meaſure abounds, never te]1 
chelve that thy heart is rightly and truly op:n to 
j[Chriſt ; but according to the meaſure of thy 
ne ?[Wfruicfulne(s, remains ( in meaſure and part 
tif-(*leaſt ) ſhut againſt Chriſt, notwithſtanding 
theldy pretences to open to him. How is it with , 
on-[/9 then, friends ? In what polture.do you 
;ant fiade 
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finde your hearts? are they open or ſhut ? 
is evident that Chaiſt his calls have been veſt 
ry remarkable ; but: what entertainment Ig, 
hath found in your hearts, that is the quetiiqg, 
that is now put to your Conſciences tg, 
make anſwer to, And I beſeech you ſuf Jim 
your Conſcienc:s to ſpeak, and to ſpeak oufſy, 
what they know and can tell you 1n thy, 
caſe. Stifle them not, bribe them not, tur; 
not the deaf car to what they ſpeak: t 
are God's Deputies within you. And if thelg, 
condernn you, know that God is greater thay, 
your Hearts, and knows all things. You maj; 
deceive men, you may deceive your elves, 
but God you cannot deceive» Chriſt knowy,, 
what entertainment he hath found, and Iyj,,t 
will make you to i10w it one day alſo; andy | 
theretore deal faithfully with your (cles. inf 
And if by theſe things which we have laidhqe, 
before you, we may try our (clves, this majſ;c., 
lead many of us ( at leaſt ) to another workſiqt | 
which may bea will 
3+ Uſe. Here lies before us matter of decyþle ; 
humiliation, that ſo eminent and remarkably; 
calls of Chriſt as we have been partakers ohfiefir, 
have been (© little regarded by usz that Jclwhnſwy 
Chriſt ( aotwithftanding his earneſineſs andjint } 
importunity.) hath found ſuch cold and podtſkke 
entertainment in our. bearts to this very Ty f 
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But this I will not much enlarge upon, becauſt 
T1 would kcep within ſome convenient bounds; 
* Wit is too obvious and apparent to be denied, 
Mfthat notwithſtanding our great profelſion of 
-Jbve to Chriſt, delire of him, and frequent 
Jimploring his company by prayer z we have 
"Mn too fad and ſhametul a manner ſhut him 
UJout at his coming, though his calls have been 
UNrifible and convincing. How may we then 
MNrcmble to think how this our behaviour will 
he ſk reſented by him! There are many that 
tom what they behold in the world, are afto- 
Mfiled at the apprehention of the danger of 
YORChrilt his withdrawing for a time, if nut to- 
OW departure, But from what uſage Chriſt 
| Mach found in our hearts , without looking a= 
any turther abroad, we may tinde ſulkcient 
_(aufe of fear and trembling. I am very con- 
latident, that by that time all reckonings and 
Miſkccounts be cati up, ( if Chritt do depart ) 
Ohhot che leaſt part of the cauſe of his departure 
1!) be tound among his own protclting peo- 

JeefÞple : Such as have called upon his Name, cry- 
awd after him, and proteſted themfelves earneſtly 
S Oflefirous of his company : and yet, when (in 
clulnſwer'to their prayers ) he hath cone, have 
anolet heartily and tully opencd unto him. Mi- 
ke me not, I do not here mcan by thele pet» 
ns of whom I am ſpeaking, oncly Hypo- 
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nd ſach as make only an external pro 
1 AR Religion 3 ( though there be too. - 
many..of theſe in the World ) but alſo fir 
cere believers, who haye the roat of the mat- 
ter, the truth of grace within them, and ſhall bt 
( notwithſtanding al] their blemiſhes) be, 
found at Chriſt's right- hand , at the day ) 
Judgement 3 that yet have too ſadly ſhut out br 
Chriſt when he hath come and called in an 
wer to their prayers. Think not this impoſ-| 
ſible 3 for in my Text it is the Spowſe, t 
Bride of Chrift, that thus unkindly treated » 
him when hc ſtood at her door. And it isto 
be feared. he hath found no better entertain: 
ment from us. What cauſe then have we to, 
fear and tremble 1c{i Chriſt ſhould deal with,” 
us here as hedid with theSpoule ! and therefor]: 
with all hunulity and brokenne(s of heart, 
to confels and bewail, and ( for time to come), { 
reſolve againſt this unworthy, uvgrateful, and £ 
undutitul behaviour towards our Lord and he 
Husbarid. But I paſs trom this toa "_o 
4: Uſe, viz. of Exhortation, ro beſee|? 
you ailin the name and fcar of God to opey to 
the calls and knogks of Chrilt, laying afide allſj 
excuſes whatſoever. O ! lt Chriſt have yout n 
hearts, let bim have warm «od welcome en-|,, * 
tertainment there. Do I need here to uſt 
Argyipenys } or ſummon in the Topichs | * 
Rnheto-| 


ul 
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1 Rhetorick to quicken and perſwade you to 
(00 mbrace this reaſonable motion ? or it I ſhould 


lit} ile all the arguments I could invent, or that I 
w might colle& from the mouths and pens of 
lther men, would theſe be of any force ' wich 
#*lyou , if Chriſt his own words and arguments 
' Aleannot prevail? canl in this caſe, or any man 
oullyreathing , (ay more for Chriſt than he can 
I nd doth ſpeak for himſclf ? And theretore if 
P01 Chritt cannot,how ſhall 1 think to prevail with 

you ? It either friendly compellations, ear- 
ted) vet intrcaties, or ſtrong arguments may pre=- 
SO) rail, none of theſe are wanting in the Text 3 
"which 1 bave been endeavouring ( according 
hl my pow:r and weak ability ) tountold un- 
Vito], you in this whole Diſcourſe 3 to which I 
orffail refer you, and (hall not here r:peat the 
ame things over againz oncly brg your fe- 
- tious meditation apon them : And contider- 
: F ng their weight and importance, ſee whe- 
Jiher thcy may not preponderate and out- 
« weigh all arguments that your carnal deceit- 
**"J{} Hearts, a ſubtile Devil, and an alluring 
" whoriſh World can bring againk this duty, 
" "JOnely give mc leave ina tew words to expo- 
FO Fulate the caſe a little with you. And here let 
| he ask you 

' 1- How or what manner of lives you think 
.. t© live without Chriſt, and without his com- 

| L 2 pany 
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pany in your hearts? Seriouſly meditate up-þ,., 
on this, before you give an anſwer. Do you, I 
think to live to more profit ard advantageÞ... 
to your ſelves without than with Chriſt ? I : 
Chrifi no gain and advantage to your Souls ?f fi 
will he bring no profit and advantage withh,. 
him ? is not bis head filled with dew, and bul,, 
locks with the drops of the night * Hath not hel, 
the command and diſpoſe ot all things ? andþ.. 
hath not he promiſed to give grace and gloryſ. .. 
and to withhold no god thing ? Pla'.84-11-and, . 
doth rot he aſſure us that be that fared not bk 

Son, but delivered bin up for ws all, will alſi, 
with him give uw all things, that may be good hat 
for us? Rom. 8. 32. Do you think to live, 
more to your cwn pleaſure, contentment, oth, | 
comfort ? Is it not z# bis preſence that there ith; 
fulneſs of joy, and at bis right band that tberh,. 
are pleaſures for evermore f Plal. 16. 11. ith, 
not ## bim alone that the Soul and Conſcienceyq: 
czn have true peace ard a calm? and that| 
when nothing but (forms and tempeſts ate; 
without? read John 16. 33- Tell me who, 
but Chriſt can put your Soul into David hp, 
frame of Spirit, when in Davids condition ? |, 
Pſal. 63. baniſhed, hunted, perſecuted, in the; F 
Wilderneſs, deſtitute of maintenance, friends þj,. 
a reſting-place , Ordinances 3 every hour in| , 


jeopardy of his lifez and yet his Scnl filed 6 tr 
"wh 
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bitch marrow and fatneſ7 in the company and 
Jour juyment of God : there could he ſing and give 
aXhaiſe. In ſuch a condition alſo was h: when 
, & penned Pſalm 57.and yet his beart was fixed 
Is] fing and giv? praiſe. If you thiak you can 
ith ye inore profitably or more pleaſantly with- 
birt Chritt, in worldly and finful ways and 
Leh urſes, let me defire you to take a view of 
andl, r time, carriages, and manner of litc that 
NMYYhacis by palt ; And let mz ask you the ſame 
eftion that the Apottle doth, Rom. 6. 21. 
bi pot fruit bad you then in thoſe things, whereof 
all are now aſhamed? Thi: 1 will affure you, 
odBiat either in re{p:c&t of profit, plcaſurc, ho- 
ave our or comiorr, no company is like to Chriſts. 
Oh! therefore let not him Rand without , 
* Flahile worſe company is entertained in your 
"NN Fearts, What is the reaſon why Chriſtians 
o arts are fo full of guilt, doubts, fears, and 
Nc Hiatisfactions of cvery kinde? bat for want 


hathf the company and pre{-nce of Chrilt, It 
an this Su of righteouſneſs did but with bealiug 
by nder his wings ariſe upon, and ſhinz into our 
6. rts3 he would quickly diſpel and ſcatter all 


" Faole midaight togs and terrours, that do 
d diftarb aad difquiet us, and render our 
Ives ſo uncomiortable. 

2+ Suppoſe chat you could live weil enough 
mthout Chriſt, while you live in this world ; 
L 3 Lee 
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Let me ask you what you will do, or how-youlhe 
will make up your accounts at Death and Judg-ſi « 
ment without him? You know that It # appoin:inc 
zed to all men once to die , aud after death thelit, 
jadgment. You know alſo, that we muſt all ap:f | 
pear before the Judgment-ſeat of Chri(t ; torJTh 
| God bath apyointed a day, wherein be will judge|me 
the world by Jeſis Chriſt, A&ts 19- 31+ and] | 
that in that day, We muſt give bim account off hay 
all that we bave done in the fleſh, whether goodJTh 
ar evil, whether {ccret or open, whether, infſon 
thought, word, or deed : there then we cat] gy 
not avoid the meeting with Chriſt z how then{ma 
do you think that Chnſt the Judge will look|ma 
upon you, at that day , who have fo lightly[fur 
looked upon him, when he flood knocking at] wit 
the door of your hearts? Read with fcrioul-Jthiy 
neſs Prov. 1. 24; to the end, Matth. 25-11,1% vifi 
Oh! the counienance and looks ot Chriſt, |Co 
which to you now is deſpicable, ( but to the[the: 
Saints lovely) will to you ther be moſt dread-[and 
ful and terrible. Then will yop cry to the| are 
mountains and bills to fall on you, and to bide|thei 
you from the preſecce of the Lord, and. from tbe| wo 
wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of bis|of 
wrath is come, and who is able ta abide it ? of * 
3- Let me further ask you, What is it that] the 
hinders you from opening to Chriſt at pre-[of t 
ſcnt ? Is it avy thing that hath the _ ot | Co 
E acc 
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/oufhce of reaſon init? If not, why do you ſuffer 
dg-Jit to hinder you? It it have, Jet us examine it, 
* ind ſee what ſtrength of reaſon may be in 
tbeJit. | _ 
ap} I can but (at preſent) call to minde theſe 
tor Three great and main hinderances, that keep 
amen off trom opening to Chriſt at his call. ny 
dl x, The low and mean <it:em which pzrſons 
 ofhave of Chriſt's company, feats and bangaets. 
oodIThe generality of the world are clcar]y for 
- vIfome ſenſible good thing: Whs will ſhew uw 
ab oy good thing ? Pal. 4.6 Something thaf, 
en {may yield them ſome preſent advantage, that, 
ok may advance thcir eſtate, thrir credit, plea- 
tly[ſfure or honour 3 ſomething that they may (eg 
KU] with. their eyes, or handle, or tafte, &'c. (arnee. 
ul-Ithing that is obvious to ſenſe; but as tor any, 
12-[vifible things, an intereſt in Chrili,, 1a the 
it, | Covenant of Grace, a tuture reward in ang- 
theJther Life, ooly for the preſcnt to be received, 
ad-[and apprehended in the promiſe, theſe things, 
the [are lictle fore (fer by. It Chriſt would give. 
ide [them of theſe worldly good things, then tacy 
the | would ſet ſtore by him. But it he tell them 
by of fpiritual Feaſts, of a Treaſure in Heaven, 
of a Crown of Glory, and ſuch like thing*, 
at | thefe are not much taking with the generality, 
re- {of the world. And theretore Chriſt his Featts 
ot | Conipany and Benehts, berg ſpiritual, are 
Ice L 4 little 
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hietle ore ſet by, by carnal hearts3 and whe; 
they are called upon to open to him, they make 
light of it, as not judging him worth the 
opening to. But that this is a great miſtake, 
might cafily demonſtrate,for we have little rez- 
ſon fo have fo low an eſteem 229 valueof Chri 
his Berefits and Banquets, if we do but right!y 
underſtand our ſelves. We will ſuppole a man 
fo have all that the world can afford him, both 
in reſpc& of profit, plcaſure, and honour, and 
yet want irue peace of conſcience, true comtort 
in his Soul 4 can thefe things give him this, 
without Chriſt? But where a Soul hath 
Chriſt, he may have peace in his own Soul 
and Conſcience, in the abſence of theſe world- 
ly enjoyments. ' David in a wilderneſs, Paw 
and $;las in a dungeon, with their feet faſt in 
the ſtocks, their Aripes and wounds unwaſhed, 
can fipg praiſes ro G»d with a merry and 
chearful' heart. Nay, my Friends it is im- 
poſfible for me to expr« {5 that quietne(s and 
ſerenity of Spirit, that abundant peace of Con- 

ſcience, Foy of heayt, concentation and {atif- 
faction which a Believer erjoys in the. company 
of and communion with Chriſt ; theretore it is 
called a Peace which paſſeth all nnderſtanding, 
Phil. 4. 7. It iscallcd 4 Foy anfpeakgble and 
fall of glory, x Pet. 3. 8. It is not what a man 
hath, but what gives true Peace, SatisfaQion 
| | | and 
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and contentment to the Soul, that makes a 
I man happy 5 and this none but Chiifi can do : 
JAnd theretore his company and banquets 


muſt needs be not ſo deipicabie as many men 


Faccount them. But alas! it is their jgno» 


rance, 'and want of experience 3 would chey 
but be perſwad<d to opea to Chrilt, and make 
trial of the cxccilency ot his company, and 
rarity of his banqu.ts , they would have a 
more venerable citcem for Chnſt than now 
they have. 

2. Another grand hindrance that kzcps us 
off trom opening co Chriit, 15 the urgency 
of other bulineiss Whcn Chriſt comes and 
calls, perſons are fo crowded with other buti- 
neſs, that they cannot be at leiſure to open co 
bim, or give him any <ntcrtainment, Mcn 
are generaljy got plunged io deep 10 the cares 
and cumbers of the Worid, that they bave 
no leiſure to open to Chriſt ; ro nor ſo much 
as to weigh the arguments and motives that 
Chriſt makes uſe ot to procure admiſſion into 
their hearts. Oh how bufic are men in the 
world ! head and hcart, hands and feet 5 yea 
whole ſoul and body as bulily exerciſed about 
the world as may bc5 and they think all this 
little enough too, they think they ger little 
enough by it 3 aud how ſhould thele then have” 
leiſure to open to Chrifi ? no wonder though 

his 
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his calls. be ſo ineffe&ual, when perſo: .- :*hi & 
fo deeply ingaged in the world ,- that : ;: pil) 
have not leiſure to and ſti]l and confider (its 
were beſt to be done, whether that which theyP<c« 
are about, or ſome other thing. Weread inp9u 
the parable of the Supper, when the MaſtefeW 
ſends forth his Servants tojinvite gueſts, or jloy 
man is buſie with his Farm, another with hig#0! 
Merchandiſe z but none of thoſe which wergAtc 
bidden had leiſure to come, And the reaſon|£0! 
was, they ſaw a preſent neceflicy and urgen 
of the preſent buſineſs which they were «#6: 
bout, but they ſaw none fo great and preſent|#0! 
need of Chriſt, Many in the world are worſe|'0 < 
employed than Martha was, and' yet think You 
their time fo well ſpent in that which they are ive 
about, that chey are loth to be taken off tojhel: 
wait and attend upon Chriſt and his Miniſtry, and 
Martha had inviicd the Lord Jcſus to han 
houle, and with him many friends : and that|vb: 
which (he was bulic about, was, to make rea-[6- 
dy proviſion for his entertainmentz a buſi-|\wt 
neſs ( one would-think) indiſpenſible. And|bfe 
yet our Saviour blames her for this: Lake 10. |'0« 
40,41, 42" But Martha was cumbered about 
much ſerving -— 4nd Feſus anſwered and ſaid, (vl 
Martha, Martha, thon art careful and troubled it 
about many things, but one thing is needful. $q1 
And Mary hath choſen that good part,which ſhal [01 

| xt 
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* hit 6 taken away from ber. How many arc 
$5:{z © employed than this! and yet have not 
$$iw's to conlider whether any thing be more 
theſpecedary to be done, than what they are a- 
d jingout. Toſuch as theſe £ would (peak: theſe 
fieſew words. You think your felves well em- 
onÞloycd in your earneſt and not purſuit of the 
| higvorld, the cares and bufinels that onely re- 
yereates to this preſent lite , and you {ce nothing 
ſonſmore needful at preſent to be done, Let mie 
nayſb&k you this quettion: Notwithlianding the 
\ +[grcat buſineſs which you have to do 3n the 
ſenworld , do you not fometimes tinde leiſure 
orſeſſo cat, drink, ſleep, dreſs and adorn the body ? 
inkjYou will ay, Yes, without theſe we could nor 
arc|lve, nor have any ſtrength to follow our buli- 
" toſneſss Well, will tigge be atford<d for taking 
try|and feeding upon the meat that periſheth, aud 
haj8o time allowed tor teeding upon that meat 
hat|which endures to everlaſting life * Read Fobn 
ea-16- 27- Labour not for the meat which-periſheth, 
aſi [ut for that meat which: endures to everla(ting 
indjife. Hath your Body more need ot Clothes 
10, [fo cover your rakedneſs, and keep you warm, 
o#[than your Souls to be clothed with the Righte- 
54, Jouſneſs of Jeſus Chrili 2s a Robe or Garment ? 
ledJit you did but as rcaliy fee how naked your 
Wi: [Souls look in the fight of God, Angels, &c. 
al fyou would be as much aſhamed of your (clves, 
aokt as 
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as you would now be to have men (te your 
Body naked. And therefore confider with 
your ſelves, whether there be not as great need 
co take fit and convenient time for the fecding 
and clothing your Souls, as there is for (ceding 
and clothing your Bodies. And if there be 
as great need, I pray you let not your pre- 
cious Souls famiſh and ftarve , while you fo 
carctully pamper your Bodies, and that not- 
withftanding your great and urgent buſineſs 
in the world: Again, you that are (o earneſt 


and bufic about the world, and have your time 


and thoughts ſo taken'up about it, let me ask 
you this one queſtion more : Whether do you 
jadge that your ſucceſs in your worldly affairs 
doth principally flow from your own wiſdom, 
care, and pains 3 or fromYhe bleſſing of God 
upon your endcavours ? | believe that few or 
none of you will be ſo audaciouſly impious 
as to athrm the formerz ( whatever you 
think ) but rather that your ſucccflive butinels 
doth ariſe from the bleſſing of God upon your 
endeavours. And if fo, I pray you to con» 
lider upon what ground or warrant you can 
expe the blcfling of God upon your endea- 
vours, when you wilfully ſhut the door of your 
Hearts againit his well beloved Son? and when 
you make fo light of him and his company, 
thatevery worldly trifl: muſt take place of him, 

and 
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and be preferred beforc him? Might not ma- 
py of you ſucceed better in your worldly buſt- 
neſs, if you would give Chriſt better cntcr- 
tainment in your Hearts, and cumber your 
ſelves leſs about the world ? Chriſt bills us, 
Matth. 6. 33+ Seek firſt the Kingdom of God, 
and the Righteouſneſs thereof : and promiſeth 
that all other things ſhall be added. Intimating, 
that the beſt way to ſecure a competency of 
this world to our (elves, is in the firſt and 
chief place to ſecure an intereſt in Chriſt for 


[our Souls. We ſay, that he that would drive 


on a Trade, muſi have intereſt and acquain- 
tance. And I am ſure we cannot have intereſt 
in, nor acquaintance with a better friend than 
Chriſt; nor one that can beſtead us more jn 
the carrying pn of our worldly butineſs : For 
It is the bleſſing of tbe Lord that makes rich, 
and addes no ſorrow therewith, Prov. 10. 22. 
0 ſpare ſome time therefore in the midſt of 
your worldly buſineſs, tg open your hearts to 
Chriſt, 

3- Another hinderance to our opening to 
Chniſt, may be the difficulty and unpleafant- 
neſs of the work, either mn opening to Chriſt, 
or when we have opened to him, 

1+ There is a difficulty in opening to Chriſt, 
which a lazy ſluggiſh Soul is hardly brought 
to grapple with and overcome. Faith and 

Love 
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Love are the two principal ways whereby thi 
Soal is to open to Chriſt, And 'theſe af** 
two Graces, not without much difficulty atf** 
cained unto, in the right exerciſe of thenſ** 
Many perſons, at a diſtance, think it an ealig* 
matter to believe in a crucificd Saviour 45 buf 
when they rome to-make proof of «their Faitſ® . 
1n' particular calovs, they many times find; Fai 
themlelves at a-loſs. See this in an 1nftance 
Mark 9. 24- we have a man bringing hig** 
child to Chrift to be healcd 3 his-coming ar{** 
gued ſomething of Faith z but when thq® 
Diſciples had tailed in the cure, and he child be | 
was rathcr worſe than better, the mans faitl he 
b:gins to ſtagger, as appears by his words lore 
verl. 23. If thoucanſt do ay thing, have com: ki 
paſſion on , and belp us. j or7 ue Chrif}"8 
calls him to the real exerciſe of Faith, verl.23 4 
If thou canſt believe, - all things are poſſtble 1 0 { 
him that believeth. Thc poor man upon cx he 
mination of his own heart, tinding ome faith, he! 
but yet this very weak, and hardly to be raiſed pro 
toa firm and ſtcdtalt bcliet, without wavering wh 
or doubting, cries out, T believe, Lord belpſ" 
thaw mine uabelief : Which manifeſted his ſenkſ*! 
of the difficulty of opening to Chriſt by Faith] t 
as he ought. - And truely, Chriſtians that] 
know any thing of their own hearts (as the) lp! 
ought) finde this a very difficult work mi m_ ".t 
0 0 
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fan caſter nature than,this, here, of this man 


A! 


affas- And therefore a lazy {luggiſh Soul is un- 


 atffilling to be at ſuch pains. There arc fome 
en (#EATy Licps that a believer muſt take to open to 
afhonilt by Faith, As (a-.) caxneit Prayer to 
ſhim, who is the Finiſher and Perfefer, as well 
..;s the Authour and Beginner of this Graces 
-n{{faith in the at and cxcrcilc, as well as in the 
ace[/bit, muſt be obtained of Chriſt by earneſt 
y;Jerayer. - And to tug in this duty of Prayer, as 
a ]#< ought, is no eafte work, efpecially it Chriſ 
flor Come time ſeem to hold back and deny, as 
þjjglbe did to the woman of Canaan. This puts 
4ijþ[(e Soul ſometimes into a ſweat, and there- 
14; (ore the caſctul Soul is loath to be at this pains z 
js patience is worn out, and he faints and 


om, TO 
\righlags in the ducy. 
23]. 2 Another weary fiep the Soul muſt take 


, A get Faith into the exerciſe, 1s the ſearching 
x4.[\d& Word and Promilcs, and rightly applying 
ieh, her, It is ſometimes difficult to tinde fuch 
iſed promiſes as may rightly (uit our condition 3 
ring When we have found them, it may be ſome- 
beh thing more difficult rightly to underfiand 

bem according to the truc intent and purport 
th, them : ſorpeiimes it may be dithcult to get 
be (9r bearts righily affecd, with them and 
hey oft ot all, to clear up vur iptereit in thems 
aſs 9.that ſometimes a Beligugr Andes a m— | 

of "7 
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and meditating ſees it to ſuit his condition wellſfic 
enovghz bur yer- lays it afide, can ſuck noJvec 
(weetnels from it, - becauſe he cannot clear upſwt 
his intereſt in it : and that by reaſon of ſomeſthi 
particular condition or qualihcation annexed ſthe 
thereto, which he findes not in himſelf, Inſthe 
this caſe to believe feems dithcult, and there-JFai 
fore the promile 15 laid afide, and no comfort| , 
gathered from it 3 upon this account a lazyſlin 
Soul fits down in unbehef, and doth not open [the 
to Chriſt by faith. Fai 
. Another weary fiep is, the overcoming ſte: 
that unbelieving frame of heart which we arc nt 
naturally prone unto. Unbeltef is a fin which [Cor 
naturally flows from the corruption of our [vil 
vatures, and accompanies us in ſome meaſure, [var 
more or leſs, while we are in this Vale of [pe 
Tears. And this part of corrupt nature poor [Pal 
Souls finde as much difficulty in the over- ſo 
coming, as any corruption. And the reaſon ſv 

IS, becauſc (of all corruptions) none hath more 
to ſay for it (elf than this 3 for the object of ſat 
Faith (properly) 1s unſcen things, tuch as are Þ; © 
not obvious to ſenſe, fuch as feem to thwart Fai 
both ſenſe and reaſon, and frequent cxperi- fic 
ence 3 ſuch things as we have nothing to bot- ſil 
tom our faith concerning upon, but the bare P*gi 
Word of God, we are to believe in bope, con- 
wary to bope. And this makes the —_ = K 
ti] 
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rellfficult 3 hereupon few Chriſtians ate {o reſo!- 
noJved and induſtrious, as to be at the pains 
upIwhich the Pſalmiſt was, Pſal. 73. to ſearch 
meſthings to the bottom, and co weigh things in 
xedJthe balance of the Sanctuary, and therefore 
lajthey fit down without opening to Chriſt by 
re-[Faith. 
orf] 4+ Another difficulty is the griping guilt of 
2zy [lin and unworthineſs, which fo looks them in 
Xn [the face when they ſhould open to Chritt by 
Faith, that the eye of their Faith is dim, and 
ng [hey cannot with any conhdence look Chriſt 
are [inthe face: It 1s an uſual ſaying, that a guilty 
ch [Conſcience needs no Accuſer. Conſcience 
ur [vill inwardly check the adulterous Spouſe of 
re, [Chrift, and make her bluſh when ſhe ſhould 
of open to him and look him in the face. The 
"or [Palmiſt complains, that he was ſo compaſſed 
ex- bout, and tormented with his fin, that he 
on [#uld not Look, þ, Plal. 4.0. 12+ It is a miſtake 
Ye ery common in humbled penitent finners, 
of [hat they muſt not, dare not, by Faith open 
are 0; and cloſe with Chriſt, till they have at- 
art ſained ſuc meaſure of internal purity 
ri- nd Sanctity'Fs may make them fit for , and 
2- [ita fort) worthy of his company. But theſe 
re Fegin their work at the wrong end ; They 
#-"[hould firſt open to Chriſt by Faith, and then 
i- fe will help them to, and carry on in them this 
| M work 
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work of purity : For it is his work by bis cor 
Spirit to purifie, and this purifying vertue we [c 
muſt fetch from him by Faith; for: It is bt |qj 
that worketh in #s both to will and to do of bis 
own good pleafure, becaulc without bim. we cat [his 
do nothing. Our work 1s tilt to believe, and [Ch 
then by Faith to mortitie the deeds of the fleſh. bel 
Now this work is dithcult, to open to Chriſt, [jje 
and look him in the face by Faith, with the pre 
guilt of fin upon our Conſciences. This goes |; 
contrary to the grain of Fleſh and Blood, who Fr 
would gladly have ſomething of its ſelf and [je 
its own. Righteouſneſs in 1ts juſtification, |, x 
Whereas our work is to diſclaim all worthy- _ 
neſs of our own, and to come to Chriſt with [ha 
Ropes. about onr Necks , as ſelf-condemned |\j;, 
perſons, lying at the foot-ftool of pure Grace, pai 
and Chrifts Righteouſneſs for juſtitication and Ch 
life. And therefore where there remains any {jjn 
racaſure of pride in the Heart, according to| 
that meaſure and degree of pride, Chritt will |; 
be ſhut out : The weary ſtep of (ſelf-denial (in, 
this caſe ) the ſluggiſh Chriſtian is not wil-{cþ 
ling to take.  b61 
Thus you ſee the work it a... opening, to by 
Chriſt by Faith is very difficult, and hence the; 
lazy Chriftizn ites down upon his bcd of pre-| fi 
ſznt caſc, and retuſeth to,be at the pains. to open (as 
to Chxifi by Faith. But, would the Soul. butfye 


conlt- 
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is [confider the amends that Chriſt's company 
ve [would make for all his pains, and how cafie 
bt all theſe duties would be made by Chriſts com- 
Ms fioginz ſurely the Soul would never think 
a# his pains better beſtowed than in opening to 
nd [Chriſt by Faith. It is he that by his Spirit 
Me [helps qur infirmities in prayer, and helps us by 
ft, [his own irength to wreſtle with himſelf and 
ne prevail. It 15 he that brings promiſes to our 
Xs |minde, helps us to underſtand and rightly to 
0 I:pply them , and to take the ſweetneſs and 
0d [the comforts of them. It is he that gives us 
Ne It Piſzab-fight of unſeen things, and aſſures 
Y- Jour Souls of the certainty of them. It is he 
ith that helps our unbelict : And it is he, and he 
ed alone, that by his Blood mult purge away the 
Ce Ipuilt of all our fins. Oh! therefore open to 
nd [Chrift by Faith, and let not theſe impediments 
DY fhinder you. 
Of And as in Faith, ſo in opening the Heart 
vill» Chriſt by Love, there is great difficulty 3 
(1 Jmuch ado to bring the Heart to open fully to 
il- (Chriſt by Love. Theſe worldly things ſecm 

© lovely, that the Heart is much ftolen away 
to by them ! Theſe worldly things are fo con+> 
the tancly preſent with us, that it is hard to get 
5k fight of Chriſt, who is at a diltance, and ſcen 
as it were) afar off. Theſe worldly tt ngs 
ze fo obvious and ſuitable to ſenſe , ( by 
M 2 which 
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which we too much live) that the objeQ off, 
Faith is little notice taken of. To love him 
therefore, and that with ſuch a love as weſ 
ought, whom we bave not ſeen, this is very dif- 
ficult : To open our Hearts and AﬀeRions tok,,. 
him that we never ſaw with our eyes, but] 
onely have heard tell of; this is very difficult, j;; 
and ſcarcely attainable by a ſluggiſh Soul, that 
is unwilling to beat the pains to enquire after; 
him. But let not this hinder, for we haveþy, 
ſuch diſcoveries of him in the Word, ( if weſy,. 
will but be at the pains to (earch them out |; 
as will render him a[togetber lovely z far more}, 
deſirable than the moſt precious thing in the, 
world. And therefore let not ſluth hinder wÞj,. 
from opening to Chriſt by love. eff 

2 As there may be difficulty and unples |, 
ſantneſs in opening, ſo there may be difficult|(,, 
and unpleaſant work when we have opencd tol},.. 
Chriſt, and lct him in; and the thought of this] (1; 
may make the Soul unwilling to open to Chriſt, |, 
As for inſtance, REP 

I. Chriſt at his coming in, may rip upour 
old ſores, and bring our tins to remembrance, 
which may renew our torment and pain.| | 
When Chriſt comes in, he makes new diſco- 
verics in the Soul ; many a fin forgotten, and 
not duly repented of, is brought to minde; 
and the ſting of it wounds and cuts the Soul, 


putt] 
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ts the Soul to new ſorrow, ſhame, and pain : 
id this makes the Soul afraid of opening to 
wriſt, There is in every one ſuch an 1nde- 
VS flible ſenſe of the holineſs of Chriſt, and of 
* their own guilt, that ( though the Soul may 
® Fave a real deſire of Chriſts company, yet ) is 
Mrally afraid to let him in, leſt Chritt ſhould 
iſcover there what the Soul is afraid to have 
ken. And therefore it argues not onely the 
lincerity and truth of Grace, but a conſidera- 
dle meaſure of the prevalency of Grace, when 
the Soul, without inward reluQtancy or fear- 
fulneſs, can lay 25 David, Plal. 139. 23. Search 
ne, 0 God, and know my heart : try me, a 
w my thoughts. This is a woik wherein 
TWithe Soul would be tenderly dealt with: and 
keft Chriſt (in this caſe ) ſhould deal faith- 
fully and roundly, the Soul is afraid to open to 
alt |Chriſt. Though Reaſon will pray with us to 
| ſhave our Wounds ſearched, yet Nature it 
O8]CIE is afraid to have the Surgeon meddle with 
ith lit, Such is the caſc here 3 and upon this ac- 
count? many faint-hearted Chriſtians are un- 
ur willing to open to Chriltz but rather ſhut bim 
I Jout. 
1 But, oh my Friends ! If this be the reaſon 
{why Chriſt is not readily opened to by you, 
30d let me tell you, The longer you keep him our, 
0] the worle it will be with you: yous Soul is 
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ulcerated with ſin, it is not ſound at the bot 


tom; and if Chriti be not let in at all, yo 
mult unavoidably periſh of this wretched di 


ſeale. And it you do let him in hereafter, he 
muſt then ſearch it to the bottom, and in the 


mean time your fin frets as a canker , cat 


deeper and. deeptr into your heart : and will 
not your pain be the more intolerable, when! 


your wound com:s to be f{rarched ? And 
theretore let ſpiritual reaſon prevail with you 
to open to Chriſt, without any more dclay, 
That which hcre thou makeſt ulc of as a rea- 
ſon why thy heart is (hut againſt Chri#, ſhould 
be a ttrong, yea the ſtrongeſt argument to 
the contrary, to open to Chriſt quickly. It is 
inhnite Mercy that thou haſt fo precious 
Surgeon at hand. It would be a moli childiſh 
thing then to ſhut him out of doors, becauſe 
thou need:cft his help, but art afraid lett he 
ſhould ſee, and rip up thy ſore. This flefh- 
pleating caſctulneſs is that which ruincs many 
thouſands. 

2 He may call us off from our carneſ} pur- 
ſuit of the world and worldly bufine(s, which is 
urgent upon us : He may fay to thee, Come, 
follow me; be not fo haſty in the purſuit of the 
world, lay afide thy buſineſs for a while, 1 
have other buſineſs for thee to do z let me 
have thy company a little, for, for that end 
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am I come. This may be the language of 
Chriſt to the ſoul. But this is very unpleating 
unto the Soul, that is hot and earnelt in the 
purſuit of the world ; this fonl will be ready to 
anſwer as the mar in the Goſpel, Loyd I will 


eats] follow thee. but ſuff-r me ſirjt to go and bury my 
will] father 3 let me but diſpatch ſuch or ſuch a bu- 


Nen 
\nd 
you 
lay. 
[EJ» 
uld 

to 
t 1s 
S1 
liſh 
uſe 

he 
fh- 


fineſs that 15 urgent upon me, and then I will 
wait upon thec. But © Soul ! contider with 
thy iclf, what haft thou of greater concern- 
ment to do, than to hezrken to and oh 4 te 
voice of Chriſt? If Chrifts company be no 
more worth, and hi: as of no greater va- 
lae, he may rcfolv: thou halt nor catte of his 
daintics. His buſltneſs with thee may be the 
correcting thy fatics, the illuminating, thee 
with ſpiritual wiſdome, Warning, _ ſpiri- 
tualizing thy cold anc caina! Aﬀet N* 4 0 
be ſure his main bulincls with thc vebudi to 
thy ſpiritual cltate, to the concerns wat (ou! : 
And this is of {o muc' gicatcy 2nd norer ime 
port to thee, than any voz idly buſinuls whet- 
ſocFr, as thy Soul is of T4 wortth to thee 
than all the world. For what wil 2: Pro UT; 
thee to gain tbe whole wirld, and lol +61 
precious, immortal foul ? 2; i hat wilt mor 
give mn exchange for thy ſyul f 'vihun that 

loſt by thine carnceti parſuir of ce wortt, +5 
negleR of that ſpiritual work whic \ Cheitt £4 
thee to. M 4 TRA: FH 
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3. Chriſt at his coming into the Soul, ſome- 
times puts his Spouſe or People upon ſome 
unpleaſant work which they would gladly be 
excuſed from 3 and this may be an hindrance 
to their opening to him. Sometimes he calls 
to, and puts them upon renewed aCts of Re- 
pentance ( as was hinted before.) Sometimes 
upon the mortification of ſome beloved luſt, 
which may be as painful, and as unwillingly 
yielded to.,as the cutting off the right hand, right 
Foot 3 or plucking out 1he right eye. Nay, his 
Word may ( turthcr} be quick and powerful, ſhar- 
per than any two-edged ſword, piercing even ts the 
dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the 
Joynts and marrow, diſcerning and diſcovering 
the thoughts and intents of tbe heart, Heb. 4.13. 
which the Soul is not willing ſhould be dil 
covered, or cut off ; or at leaſt is afraid cf 
the pain and trouble it may be put to in this 
work ; and therefore livgers, and puts off 
Chriſt from time to time. Sometimes ( a- 
gain ) Chriſt may put his Spouſe upon ſuch 
duties, as may croſs her natural inclinaggon, 
or particular, preſent, and viſible intercft. 
Such as denying her ſelf, taking wp her croſi, 
following bim. Enduring hardſhip as a good 
ſouldier for Chriſt. Enduring reproacbes, evil- 
ſpeakings, perſecutions, and the like ; all which 
are unpleaſing to fleſh and blood :; And where- 

in 
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In the Soul muſt ſay ( as to its natural incli- 
nation ) as our Saviour ſaid when he prayed, 
Not my will, but thy will be done. Here the 


Soul often ſticks, and upon theſe terms, is 


loth to open to Chriſt , the fleſh having (© 


*| irong an influence upon the foul. Upon fuch 


terms as theſe the young man in the Goſpel 
went away from Chriiit, Mark 10. 21, 22. 
—— Go thy way, ſell whatſoever thou baſt, and 
give 20 the poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in 
beaven : and come take uÞ thy croſs and follow 


*| me. Aud be was ſad at that ſaying, and went 


away grieve; &c, I am atcaid there are bue 
too many in this age that would account theſe 
too hard terms to accept of Chriit upon. 

But if men would but argue rationally, 
why ſhould theſe be any hindrances to our 
opcning to Chriſt? for in ali ris Chriſt bids 
us no loſs. If he bids us part with Eartbly, 
he promiſeth us Heavenly treaturc. It he bids 
us cut off a corrupt part or mer.2xr, (theugh 
it be painful, yet ) it is in orccr to the cer. 
nal ſalvation ot the whole, Matth. 5.29, 30. 
and 1$ it not better to lole a coriupt part, than 
lole the whoie ? 

4+ Chriſt at his coming may cXcite us to, 
and quicker. us In our work , may call us to 
be quicker, and mure exact and curious in our 
work, He may tel! us that our work is great, 

and 
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end our time but ſhort. He may bid us fr 


h: 


with all our might to enter in at the ſtraight] of 
gate > for many ſhall, ( ma lazy and floathful in 
manner) ſeek and wiſh #9 enter iu,end ſhall ny {c 


be abie. He may tell us, that this lazy floath- 
tul working will not attain the end that we 
aim at for the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers vit- 
lexce, and tbe violent onely take it by force. It 
will not ſerve our turns to read, pray, hear, 
meditate, &c. at the cold and carelefs rate 
which we do. It will not do well to be _ 
ſtrangers ( as we are) to our own hearts; 
but we muſt examine our own hearts more 
deeply, throughly, and cff:Qtually ; muſt Rudy 
and practice our duties more throughly ; muſt 
watch uuto prayer, and give owr ſelves wnti 
prayer : Muſt make the Law of God omr delight 
and daily meditation : mult in all things, (mal 
as well as great, exerciſe a Conſcience void of 
offence towards God and Men : Muſt (ct a watch 
before the door of our Hearts, Lips,and lives : 
Muſt ( in ſhort ) forgetting thoſe things that art 
behinde, and veacbing forward to thoſe thing 
that are before , preſs towards the mark for tht 
price of the bigh calling of God in Chriſt Feſw. 
He may come to ask us {uch queſtions as thele: 
What have you been doing tince the lafi time 
I was with you? what have you learned? 
what have you practiſcd ? what proficiency 
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have you made ? what account can you give 
of the Talents which I betruſted you with ? 
in what forwardneſs is your work ? let me 
ſce how matters ſtand witht you ? what de- 
ſignes have you on foot for my glory ? and 
what are the delignes which you are now car» 
rying on ? Thetc and ſuch-like queſtions may 
be asked by Chritt at his coming in. Now 
if the Soul have been idle and carclc(s, and 
not able in any nicafure to give a good ac- 
count 1n theſe and fuch-like caſes z no wonder 
though ſhe be unwilling ( at this time) to 0- 
pen to Chriſt. The tcas of having her faults 
diſcovered, and the guilt of them to diſturb 
the quiet of her Conſcience , will make her 
very flow in opening to Chriſt, ( as was noted 
before. ) 

But if reaſon might take place, this ſhould 
be no hinderance at all for what Chriſt tells 
us, 15 ical trurh, that our work 15 great, and 
our time but ſhort,paſſing on a pace,and irreco- 
verable when gone : and it we have ſlept or 
loitered, is it reaſon that we ſhould do fo 
(t1}1? Is 1t not high time to awake ont of ſleep ? 
the night is fay ſpent, the day is at band. It 
he ſhould let us ſleep or Joiter on 11] his latt 
call, to come to the Wedding, as he did the 
fooliſh Virgins, Math. 25. in what a condition 
would you be when you ſhould awake, your 

lamps 
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lamps gone out,#0 ol in your veſſels, noneighbour 
to borrow of,every one having little enough for 
himſelf, and you muſt be forced to go to buy, 
when you ſhould, enter in with him, and by 
this means you come to be ſhut out, and looſe 
your whole expeation? Were it not better 
let in Chriſt now, and be content to ſhake off 
fleep, while you have time to get oy into your 
veſſels with your lamps ? We ule to (ay, that 
delays in moſt caſes are very dangerous z and 
that it is bad putting off things to che laſt : 
Iam ſure this is moſt true in this caſe, that ſo 
greatly concerns the eternal ſtate of our Souls, 
Nay further, if things be amiſs in us, is it not 
beiter to let Chriſt come in, and put all things 
to rights ia us, then to let them go at random, 
till they be paſt cure? I am ſure there never 
was Soul that ever repented of this, whatever 
pain it was put to in the doing of it 1 
though many a Soul hath ſadly repentcd the 
ſhutcing out of Chriſt, when it hath been too 
late. It is better that Chriſt bring chy faults 
and fin to light and remembtance here, while 
thou mayſti repent and reform 3 than that thy 
fin ſhould finde chee out in the guilt, ſhame, 
and pumſhment of it toall eternity hercafter : 
And be ſure thy ſin will, at one time or other, 
finde thee out , Numb. 32. 33. Oh! therefore 
tet none of thele things have influence upon 

you, 
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ou, to hinder you from opening to Chriſt at 

is call. 
 Idare be bold to ſay, that there can be no 
true ſpiritual reaſon, for any poor ſoul to re- 
fuſe to open to Chriſt 3 «ll resſons produced for 
that end are carnal, and therefore ought to be 
pulled down and deſtroyed ; For the weapons of 
our warfare are not (ought not to be) carnal,bus 
mighty 3 80 tbe pulling down— all imaginations; 
or (as the word ſignifies) cavils, or carnal rea» 
ſonings. One of theſe two cauſes (doubtleſs) 
both which are bad, theſe carnal reaſonings 
muſt proceed from either from a ſecret love 
to ſome fin,or luſt in theheart, which we would 
not have Chriſt to diſcover or purge out z 
which may well call in quettion the truth and 
fincerity of Grace in us : for the Pſalmiſt tells 
us, Pſal. 66.18. If I regard iniquity in my 
beart, God will not bear my prayer : And it is 
certain, He doth hear the Prayers of (ſuch as 
are fincere 3 for he ſaith, Pſal. 145. 18. The 
Lord is nigh nuto all that call upon bim — in 
truth. So that thy ſincerity is queſtionable. 
Or elſe it proceeds hence, viz. from Pride and 
Self-love. Fride, becauſe thou wouldeft not 
have Ch:iſt to ſte things amiſs in thee $ but 
know,that God reſiſts the (round. but giver grace 
to the bumble. Ficm Scit-love, 10 that thou 
fo much defireft the cate, and gratification of 
the 
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the fleſh ; Now if thy very /ife be more deaff® 
to thee than Chriſt, thou art not worthy to þ 
bis diſciple. O let none of theſe baſe and finf*? 
ful arguments keep thee off from openings * 
ipecdily to Chriſt at his call. 

I might tell thee alſo of the advantages that 
will come by opening to Chriſt, but theſe If" 
have largely ſpoken to before, only this oneff© 
Live me leaye-to mention hexe 3 If thou, wiltp®' 
freely open to- Chriſt now, He will readiff® 
open to thee at Death and Judgment. TherefY< 
are few but they are conyinced of the trouble" 
and reſileſneſs of their preſent ſtate , and natf®! 
fully ſatisfied with the preſent ſtate they are in;f 
but are ſtill ſeeking and labouring for ſome? 
thing further, in hopes another condition may [36 
be better : and this they might gather from all|*% 
th:irexperiences,that areft is not tobe had.here, | ' 
And conſequently all men (in this life) are but|*:© 
ina (ccking condition, ſeeking for eft and can|** 
Hhade none, (as our Saviour ſpeaks in the Pa- Chi 
rable) they have often ſomething within that [*2Y 
luggclts, This is not your refting place : By Dis 
dayly cxpcrience they alſo ſee, that it is af- | 
Pointed for all men once to die: And therefore [ws 
they might conclude, that a reſt muſt be had |{t: 
in another world, or not had at all; for here]: 
No reſt is to be had. And certain it is, that Ch 
There doth remain a reft for tbe people of God, ak 

and | , 
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- 8d to. themyonly : and! who are theſe people 
KGod, but they that open to Chriſt here ? for 
inÞ power a committed into the bands of Chriſt. 
th tis that bath the key of David, that openeth 
ad 10 man ſoutteth, and ſhutteth and no mans 
tb: Andcan we reaſonably imagine that 
& will opcn to. any (at that day) that will not 
xn tC him now? No he tells us quite the 
zutraty, Prov. 4» 24, &c- You know the foos 
yk. Virgins cryed loud, y to us 3 but he an- 
ered, T know you not, depart from me ye wor- 
s of iniquity» It therefore there be avy 
tlefincls in this world that thou art weary 
in,þh or in Hell that thou art afraid,of 3 or if 
ne- (here. be any reſi at death and in Heaven de- 
nay [8cable, open to Chailt now, as ever thou 
;|ouldefi avoid the one, or defireſt to partake 
xe, (of the other. So (that toconclude this Uſe) 
but {&. cither ſenſe of duty, love to: thy ſelf and 
-2n [{hine own happine(s, the love of God and 
p,. (Chriſt, or love to God and Chriſt may have 
hat [any influence upon thee, if any thing cither of 
By [Divinity or Humanity may work upon thee, 
af here is fulne(s of reafon and motives to per- 
ore nee LHe* to open to Chriſt 3 and therefore 
12d [ct xcalOn prevail with thee. 
ere | But thou wilt fay, How fhall I open to 
hat [Criſt ? And what would you have me in this 
-14, |4ſe to do ? I am willing to open to —_ 
and |. 
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if 1 knew but how to do it, atid what is re- 
quired in this caſe ? | 

That | may help thee a little in this great! 
and neceſſary work, I ſhall give thee ſome 
direQions, how to carry, and what todo, and 
ſo ſhall conclude this fubje&. And theſe di- 
recions ſhall be of two forts. 1. Such as 


may have reſpe& unto the Heart , avd the | 


manner or way of the Hearts opening to 
Chriti. 2. Such as may have reſpec to Chriſt, 
and the ſeveral ways of his coming in , and 
making him(ſclf manifeſt unto the Soul. | 

1- | begin with ſuch direQions as reſpet 
the Hcarr, and the way and manner of the 
Hearts opening ro Chriſt, Now that we may 
the better know how many ways the Heart 
muſt be opened to Chriſt, it may not be im- 


pertinent co conſider how many ways the | 


Heart may be ſhut againitt Chriſt. Now, it is 
evident that the Heart may theſe ſeveral ways 
be ſhut againſt Chriſt. By Pride and ſelf-con- 
tidence : by unbelief : by -impenitency ; by 
want of Love , or coldneſs of affcQtion : by 
floth and ſluggiſhneſs either in our watch or 
work. A little to open each of thefg, and 
ehen you ſhall ſee by them, what of the Heart; 
or in what reſpects the Heart is to be opened to 

Chnitt. . 
1+ The Heart may be ſhut againſt Chriſt by 
Pride, 
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Pride, and ſelf-confidence. Such is the. Pride 
and haughtineſs of corrupted Nature, that 
though the finner be juſtly condemned for his 
fin, yer he ſeeks to juſtific himſelf, and would 
not ſeem to be beholden to Jeſus Chriſt nor 
his fatisfaion for a pardon. This is evident 
in out firſt Parents, in their ſhifting off their 


fins, and endeavouring to tranſmit the guile 


upon ſome one elſe. Adam when examined, 
rather than he would be found faulty, lays the 
blame upon Eve, and in ſome ſenſe upon God 
himſelf : The woman which thou gaveſt me, 
gave me, XC. and I did eat. The woman, 
when examined, lays the guilt upon. the 
Serpent : The Serpent beguiled me , &c, 
And the ſame principle of Piide remains in 
ſome meaſure in the Hearts of all Adam's 


Poſterity 3 which makes them uſe their utter- 


moſt endeavour to juſtifie themſelves. This 
is the true cauſe of all excuſes that are made 
for fin; and the reaſon why perſons do fo 
bver-much value their own works of Rightc. 
ouſneſs, judging ( in effe& ) that every (mall 
parcel of duty and obedience is fuſhcient to 
expiate the greateſt ſin; And by this means Je- 
ſus Chriſt is undervalucd,and little fore (et by :; 
For a man will never be wholly bcholden @ 


1 Jcſus Chriſt for his juſtihication, while he hath 


any Righteouſneſs of his own to lean to, 
| N Ang 
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And by this means the Heart is ſhut againſi 
Chriſt, As this Pride hardens God's heart a- 
gainſt the ſinner, and makes God to reſiſt, or 
ſet himſelf in battle-azray againſt the finner, 
( as the, word lignifies ) Fames 4. 6. and as 
this (elf-juſtitying confidence cauſeth Chriſt 
( many times ) to pals by the door of. (ach a 
finner without calling upon him 3 for he tells 
us, that he came #02 to call the righteous, but 
finners to repentauce, Matth. g. 13. that is, 
thoſe that are (through Pride and ſelf-confi- 
dence ) righteous in their own eyes : So this 
Pride doth harden and ſhut the heart of the 
ſinner againſt God and Chrifi, And there- 
fore the Plalmiſt faith, The wicked through the 
pride of his countenance will not ſeek after God. 
Pſa). 10. 4+ This therefore muſt be removed 
out of the Way, before the door of the Heart be 
truly and fully opened to Chriſt. Wouldeſt thou 
therefore open to Chriſt, get rid of all Pride 


and felf-contidence : labour to be humble, low, | 


and vile in thine own cycs 3 and to ſuch Chrif 
will look, Iſai. 66. 2. To this man will T look, 


that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit,- and that | 


trembles at my word. And elſewhere, The poor 


bave the Goſpel preached to them. 1. e. They that þ 
are of a poor, humble, fclt-denying ſpirit, Þ 


have the glad tidings of Salvation brought 
unto them 3 to thele the Son of Righteouſneſs 
ariſcth 


he 
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j= | ariſeth with bealing under his wings. And theres 
x | fore bleſſed are theſe poor in ſpirit, for they ſhall 
r, [ſee God. While David juſtitied himlſelt and 
2s [Þid his fin, the hand of God was heavy upon 
& [him : but when he humbled himfclf and con- 
2 \fefled freely his fin, God came in with pardon, 
IIs |Pſal- 32. Oh therefore labour after humility 
ut jand lowneſs of ſpirit; for God reſfifteth the 
is, (proud, but gives grace to the bumble. Humble 
fj« |your ſelves therefore, and in due time God will 
his Jexalt yow with his preſence and company. 
he [Chriſt muſt do all, and have the glory, as well 
re- 14s the command of all, where he comes : and 
the |therefoce he is fit company for none but thoſe 

2d, |{hat are humble, ſclt-denying, (elf-condemn- 

red [ing linners. | 

be | 2+ The Heart is many times ſhut againſi 

10u [Chriſt by unbelief. Faith is the hand whereby 

ide [Chriſt is received ; Faith muſt open the door 

»w, [0 Chiiſt3 and therefore where Faith 1s wan- 

pri ing, the door of the Heart muſt needs be kept 

ok, [hut againti Chriſt,  Unobelict is one of the 

bas (eat Bars or Bolts, whereby the Heart is 

poor F&pt falt ſhut againit Chritt, This Bar there» 

that ſore muſt be removed, before the Heart can be 

irit, {pencd to Chiift. The Apoltte cells us the rea» 
;ght Jon why the Jews were rejected, was becauſe of 
eſe Þeir uxbelief- Unbelict 15 the great Golpcl-lin, 

ſab ſhe Rock upon which many a poor ſoul 13 
N Zz {plic« 
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Plit. Therefore-ſaith our Saviour, Jobs 3, 
18. He that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, becauſe be hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God. Br ware theres j; 
ore of unbclief, and open to him by Faith; þkn 
Chriſt gives many invitations and calls, ſuch jif 
as you read Iſaj. 55. 1. &c. Believe therefore [fn 
that Chriſt is really willing to receive thoſe [jq 
that he makes ſuch calls unto 3 and of thoſe ſhe 
number thou arr, if thou doſt not wilfully [x 
exclude thy («lf through unbelief. He makes [ye 
many gracious promiſes of Pardon of Sin, [je 
of Adoption, Sanditicstion, and Life E- ſtar 
ternal ; and withal he tells thee upon what [too 
terms and conditions theſe things are to beſqur 
had. Theretore by Faith embrace theſe Pro-[the 
miſes, apply them to thy (elf, thankfully cloſeſthe 
wich them, and labour to anſwer the terms|{e 
and conditions of them 3 and if thou doſft butſhay 
on thy part manifeti thy real wiilingneſs, thou [gee 
ſhalt finde that he will come in anto thee a g1 
with comfort and affurance. Theretore open to[my1 
Chriſt by Faith: believe his word :; embracehy x, 
his promiſcs : obry his commands ; dread his [mu 
threatnings: give up thy (clf by covenant unto[yea}; 
him, thet be may be made of God wnto thee wif|cilia 
dom righteouſneſs ſandSfication, and redemption. |forr 
3- Sometimes the heart is ſhut againſt ChrifiſGr; 

_ by impenitency. IK is an opinion but too 
: com- 
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common and ordinary among Sinners, tha* 
3+ [Repentance is only needfu] in ſome few groſs 
sþ faſes, for ſome great and notorious enormity z 
me-ſbut as for fins of a leſs magnitude, they look 
re- fſopon them as pardoned in courſe, without 
th. hny contiderable repentance. And therefore 
cb jif they fir:de not themſelves guilty of ſuch great 
dre ſkns,they conceit that they need no Repentances 
ole {ſn this ſenſe are thoſe words of our Saviour to 
ole be underſtood, Luke 15. 7+ Foy ſhall be in 
Illy [Heaven over one finner that repenteth , more than 
ket [wer ninety and nine juſt perſons that need no re- 
10, hextaxce 3 3. e- that think they necd no repen- 
E- ſtance : and this is the ſecret thought but of 
hat ſto many in the world, and by this they ſhut 
beſove the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a perſon that 
10-[they have no great need of, or occaſion for 3 
oe they thigck themſelves whole, and therefore 
'Ms|ſee no need of a Phyſician. But he that would 
but ſhave Chriſt to come into his ſoul, muſt ſee a 
hou [need of Chriſt, muſt Cc himſelf to be a tinner, 
hee |a great finner, lott and undone without Chriſt, 
1 t0]muſt ſee himſelf an enemy to God by nature, 
aCh rebel and traitorz and this his enmity he 
bs [muſt repent of, be heartily ſorry for, mult be 
ntolreally willing and defirous of peace and recon- 
ciliation with God, muſt abhor himſclf for bis 
o* \former enmity, and reſolve ( through the 
wiſt|Grace of God) that he will fiand no longer in 
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oxpolition to God, but muſt come with an{ , 
humble, broken, melted heart to God, beg-[ 4 
ging pardon tor what 18 by-paſt,, and dehibe-{g1 
ratcly reſolving and promiſing new and faith-J 
tu} ob:dience tor time to come 5 and this he}, 
mult do from a {cnſe of the ſinful and curled], 
| nature of tin. And up: n this Repentance it is], 
that Chriti comes in, and is willing to bea{ſy 
Media-or between God and man. And|, 
therefore it thou wouldeſt open to Chriſt 4- h 
right, ſet thy fclf (ſeriouſly ro the work of 

Repentance, perform that work throughty, let] 
no known fin, or fin that thou canſt poſſibly fo 
diſcover in thy (cit, paſs unrepented of. Go 

therefore into ſecret, examine thine own heart, |, 
what fins thou canſt tinde lodged there, medi-| y,; 
tate upon them, with all the aggravating cit] ,, 
cumſtances of them, and dwell to long upon] xg 
| the thoughts of them, till ſuch time as thoul 6 
haſt brought thine heart to an utter loathing] j3 
and abhorrence of them, and of thy ſelf tor] o 
committing of them, andallowing thy (elf in| 4, 
them 3 and till thou comett to judge and con-| þ, 
detnn thy (elf as worthy of eternal damnation, ze, 
for hearkening to the temptation of them, 
And then let God hear thee bemoan thy (elt,| 1 
and complaining of thine own folly and wic-| of 
kedneſs, and what a ſad and wretched condi-| 
tion thauhaſtbrought thy ſelf into by thy fins :;|1,/ 


and 
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and beg help of God to turn thee, and bring 


"| thee unto Jeſus Chriſt, and beſtow-him upon 
{thee 3 and when this is done ſincerely and taith» 


fully, thou ſhalt finde Chrift ready to come 1n 
unto thy ſoul. See this exemplified in Ephraims 
repentance, fer. 31-18, 19, 20. Surely T have 
heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf thu 5 Thou 
haſt chaſtiſed me, and T- was chaſtiſed, as a bulock 
wnaccuſtomed to the yoke : turn thou me.and Iſhall 
be turned. for thox art the Lord my God. After 1 
was turned, Irepented after 1 was inſtruded, 1 
ſmote upon my thigh,l was aſhamed, yea even con» 
founaed, becauſe I did bear the reproach of my 
youth. Is Ephraim my dear Son ? Is be a 
pleaſant Child ? For ever fince I ſhake againſt 


"| bims, T earneſtly remember him (ji! : therefore 1 
"| will ſurely have mercy upon him. ſaith the Lord. 


Epbraim by repentance opened his- heart to 
God, and then Gods heart was open towards 
him, and Gods bowels yearn towards him. 
Thus do thou bumble thy the” to God, and in 
due time be will exalt thee, Open thine heart 
by Repentance, and thou wilt be = toe the 
reception of Jeſus Chriſt, 
4+. Sometimes the heart may be ſhut againſt 
Chaiſt by decay or want of Love. . It is' want 
of due love and refpe& to Chriſt,' that is the 
cauſe why he is ſhut out of the Soui 2 4id we 
love Chriſt more, we ſhonld more tcadily open 
+ un'- 


ee 
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unto Chriſt z and did we more really and fer- 
vently love him, we ſhould have more of his 
company. It Love be wantiog, Chriſt cares 
not to come in that Soul; neither indeed will 
there be convenient room for Chriſt in that 
Soul. If thy love to Chriſti be cold, thy heart 
will be (hut againſt him: for the Heart is 


naturally contracted and ſhut where love : 


is wanting; and it is the very nature of Love 
to open, expand, or <nlarge the Heart to- 
wards the object beloved. It therefore thou 


wouldeſt have Chriſt to come into thy Soul, | 


ſet Love to work. Love will make Chniſt 
precious and deſirable to thy Soul , and there- 
upon ſet thee a longing tor Chiift when he is 
abſent. Love will enlarge thy defizxe, and 
make thee impatient of his abſence, and ſpur 
thee on to a more diligent ſecking of him. 


Love will bid Chriſt welcome at his coming, | 


and therefore will endeavour not onely to re- 


move whatever may be offenſive and diſtaſic- | 


ful to him, but to have all things in a readineſs 
and preparedneſs for his entertainment. Nay, 
Love makes the Soul to think no time loft in 
his company, nor any coft too great for his 
entertainment. And therefore it Loye have 
been.cold or wanting towards Chriſt, let it be 
ſono morez but labour to get and maintain 
more ferycnt. love to. Chriſt, and this will be 
Ef : the 
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the ready way to have his company : For 
Love will make thee to hunger after Chriſt 3 
and he hath promiſed to ſatufie the hungry 


ſoul. We read Rev. 2. that God threatens 


Epheſus, that he will depart , and remove his 
Golden Candleftick from the midſt of her, bccauſe 
of her decay in her Love towards him ; ſhe 
had loſt ber firſt love. And well be might 3 for 
the le(s ſhe loved him, the more was ker Heart 
contracted and ſhut againſt him and there- 
fore little room could he have in her Heart, 


' and conſ{quently little heart to ſtay there. 
Take hed therefore of ſuffering thy love to 


Chriſt ro decay, if thou haſt any minde of his 
company : but get thine heart tilled with love 
to Chrift, and then the door of thine Heart 
will be open to, him, and he may have ready 
and welcome entertainment when he comes, 

- 5- The door of the Heart may be ſhut a+ 
gainſt Chriti by negligence and ſloth. Now 
there is a two-fold negligence which Chriltians 
are ſubjet unto. 1. A negligence or flug- 


| giſhneſs in their work, Or 2. in their Watch : 


by the means of both which Jeſus Chriſt may 
be (ſhut out of the Heart. 

1+ Jeſus Chriſt may be ſhut out by our neg- 
ligence and ſluggiſhneſs in our work. Sloth- 
ful working and labouring in our ſpiritual 


callivg,doth but keep Chriſt out of the Soul. 


Whea 
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When a man prays after a ſluggiſh and ſloth- 
ful manner, he doth in effe& lay, that he mat- 
ters not Chriſt's company 3 and..therefore he 
cannot expect to finde him . For-Chriſt will 
be found of thoſe that diligently ſeek him. A 
ſlothful man will ſcarccly be willing to-wait 
in the way of duty till Chriſt come 3 but, like 
the Spouſe in the Text, will have laid alide 
his work, and be gone co bed when Chritt calls, 
and too lazy too to ariſe to open to him. 
Some perlons indeed are impatient of Chriſt's 
delays, becauſe of their earneſt defire of his 
company, they are ſick of love : to theſe Chriſt 
will come, and will net tarry. Others are im- 
patient under delays, becauſe they are weary 
of duty, love not to tug, and toil, and {ſweat 
in duty too lung, but would have Chrilt come 
that their work might be over 3 and if he come 
not in their time, they leave off their work : 
th:ſc do ſhut out Chriſt, Wouldeſt thou 
therefore have thy heart open to Chriſi, be not 
flothful or ſluggiſh in duty, but be diligent, 
painful, and induſtrious in thy (piritual work. 
Be diligent in mortifying fin, in quickning 
grace, in diſcharging duties, and thoſe of all 
ſorts: that ſo when Chriſt comes, be may finde 
thee ſo doing , bufily employed in thy Lords 
work 3 and then will he fay to thee, Well done 


good and faithful ſervant. 
4 I 
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2+ Jc{us Chriſt mzy be ſhut out by our neg- 
ligence and ſluggiſhneſs in our watch. The 
Spoule hcre had laid afide her watch, was com- 
poling her ſelf for reſt, and now Chriſt at his 
coming found her door ſhut. When Sinners 
grow lazy, and let fall their watch , they are 
in a fitfer poſture for Satan to finde them 
than Chriſt; For Satan goes about like a 
rearing Lion, ſeeking whom be may devonr : and 
theretore his fiitett opportunity is when he 
can finde thrm napping and fecure. But 
Chriſt comes as a friend, and therefore would 
hnde us watching : he comes as a Maſter, and 
therefore expects us to be rearly to open to him, 
It theretore thou wouldeſt have thine heart 
open to Chriſt, keep a conſtant watch over 
thy felt : watch and pray, that thou enter x0t 
into temptation : Watch againit the treachery, 
decenttulneſs, and deiperate wickedneſs of 
thine own heart, Watch againſt the infinua-» 
tions of an enticing alluring worid. Watch 
againſt the motions and (ſuggcltions of a mali- 
cious and ſubtile Devil. Watch thy corrup- 
tions, that they prevail not in thee. Watch 
thy graces, that they neither decay nor be idle. 
Watch thy Faith, that that may be ready to 
apprehend and embrace Chriſt at his coming. 
And watch thy Patience, that that wear not 
out, but endure to the end, And watch thy 
Love, 
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Love, that by the decays and coolings of that, 
thy Heart be not conrr.Ged and ſhut againſt 
Chritt. Krzcp up an univerſal, conſtant, and 


faithtui wa:ch, if thou would: ſt have che door 


of thin: Hcart open when Chriſt comes. Bleſſed 
is he whom his Lord when he comes (ball find 
upon his Watch-tower, icady to open to him. 

Thus have I ſhewed in what reſpects the 
Heart may be ſhut againſt Chriſt, and conſe- 
quently, by direing you to the removal of 
them, and the exerciſe of the contrary grace, 
hive inſtructed you how tn get and keep the 
H-art open for Chrift. To all which, I onely 
adde this one thing, more. 

Wouldeſt thou have thine Heart open and 
in a rcadine(s to entertain ].ſus Chriſt at his 
coming ? then live always in expectation of 
his coming , look for his coming : when the 
Servant thinks with himſclf, My Lord delays 
bis coming, he will not come yet he grows idle 
and carcic(s, and neglects both his work and 
tis watch : Butif we would but thus judge, 
Our Lord and Maſter will come, and I know 
nt at what hour of the day, or watch of the 
mght 3 this would be a means to make us 
always to keep our Hearts open, and in a rea- 
dincfs to receive Jcſus Chriſt at his coming ; 
whereas the want ot this makes us ſuffer our 
Faith to decay, our Love to cool, and our 
Hearts to bc ſhut and contracted againſt Chriſt 
at his coming. And 
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And theſe are the the Directions which I in» 
tended to ſpeak to, with reſpc& unto our 


| hearts. 


2. I have ſome dir-Qions to give thee with 
reference to Chriſt, and the (ſeveral ways of his 
coming into the Soul. 

1+ Wouldeſt thou have thy heart open to 
Chriſt aright, then open thine heart co the 
knowledge of Chriſt. The direQiuns which 
here I give, is the advice and councel of Chriſt 
himſclt, called by the name of I/:ſdom, Prov.z. 
20, 21, 22, 23- Wiſdom cryeth without, ſhe ut- 
tereth ber voice in the ſtreets — How long. ye fim- 
ple ones, will ye love ſimplicity * — and fools 
bate knowledge f Turn you at my reproof : be- 
bold,I will poxr out my Spirit nnto yuu,and will 
make knows my words unto you. Toe want of 
the right knowledge of Chrili,is the great rea» 
ſon or ground why the heart is kept (o cloſe 
ſhut againit Chrift, You know, that one 
way oft opening fo Chritt (which I told you 
of) was by faith, rolling and recumbing up= 
on Chriſt; and the Pſalrmilt tells us, They that 
know bis Name, will pat their truſt in bim, 
Plal. 9. 10. and the reaſon rendered is, becauſe 

knowing him they come to underttand his 
truth'and faithfulneſs, that he never forſakes 
them thar diligently ſeek, bim. 1. 15 our 1gno+ 
rance of the cxc:ilency, all-ſuthciency, and 
{u1t2ble- 
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ſaitableneſs of Chriſt to our inſufficiency and 
emptineſs, that makes our love to Chriſt fo 
very cold. For the proper objec of Love is 
ſome ſuitable, defireable good thing. Were 
we better acquainted then with that fulneſs 
that 15 in Chrilti, we ſhould more fully and 
freely open our hearts tv Chriſt, Did we but 
ſee his lovelinelſs in every reſpe&t, the loveli- 
neſs of his perſon, the lovelineſs of his difpo- 
fition and qualifications, the lovelineſs of his 
works and undertakings, and his ſuitableneſs 
every way to our condition , we ſhould from 
the 1nward ſenſe of love in our own ſouls, 
cry out with the Spouſe, He is altogether 
lovely. Nay, our love towards him, and de- 
fire after him, would be fo fervent, that we 
ſhould ay with the Spouſe, Tell- him that 1 
am fick, of love, If therefore thou wouldeſi 
have thine heart more open to Chrilt, ſtudy 
Chriſt betterz for he hath (aid, he will exalc, 
or ſet on high (uch as know his Name, and ſet 
their love ypon him, P/ſal. 91.14 And how 
can he more highly advance thee, than by ho. 
nouring thee with his company ? Our igno- 
rance of Chriſt makes us that we do not under- 
ftand his voice when he calls, and therefore we: [i 

give no heed to his calls. 
2- Open thine heart to the commands of 
Chriſt 3 ſearch the Scriptures, to know what 
if 
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it is that he requires of thee : and as he teaches 
thee by his Word and Spirit, let thine heart be 
open to attend thereunto, as the heart of Lydia 
was, who attended to the things that were ſpoken 
by Paul. Yea, let thine heart bury within thee, 
while he is talking with thee, as the hearts of 
the Diſciples going to Emaws did, while 
Chriſt talked with them. Attend diligently 
to the Ordinances of Chriſt, and come with 
the everlaſting doors of thine heart open, ready 
prepared to receive whatſoever divine truth 
God ſhall make known unto thee, and reſol- 
ving to practiſe what truths thou ſhalt re- 
ceive 3 let thine heart be ready to ſay, when 
thou comelt to every Ordinance, as Samuel 
did, Speak. Lord, for thy ſervant bearethz or 
as Paul, Lord, what wonldeſt thou bave me to 
do ? Or as the people to Moſes, (but with a 
better heart, and more fiedtait reſolution) 
All that the Lord bath ſpoken will we do, and 
be obedient. Open thine heart to the com- 
mands of Chriſt, and let zone of bis yRomy 
be grievow » but lay with David, O bow love 


» [thy Law! it is my meditation day and night. 


Remember that Chriſt is thy Lord and Huſ- 
band 3 it js his work to command thee, and it 


[is thy duty in all things to obey, and therefore 


take bis yoke upon thee —— for bu yoke is eafie, 
and bis burden light 3 and, an kgeping bis com- 
mands there is great rewards 3-Opcn 


— 


(192) 

3: Open thine hcart to the counſels and ad-|*? 
vice of Chriſt : thou maiſt aſſure thy (elf, that | c 
Chriſt will adviſe thee to nothing but for thy| a 
good. See what counſel Chrilt gives to the Xfian| ff 
Churches, Rev. 2, 3. chap. his counſel was very|a 
ſaicable to the {everal ſtates and conditions of| x 
every Church. To inſtance in that of Laodices, | ts 
ſhe was. a very luke-warm Church, and yet ves | t 
ry proud, {elf-contident Church 3 ſhe ſaid, She| C 
was rich, and increaſed with goods,and bad need| ec 
of nothing 3 but knew not that ſhe was wretched; | R 
and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. | w 
And what was Chrifts counſ:] to her ? Tcomnſel| al 
thee to buy of me Gold tryed in the fire, that thox | yo 
maiſt be rich, and white raiment that thou| w; 
meiſt be cloathed, and that the ſhame of thy] le: 
nakedneſs do not appear and anoint thine eyes | T 
with eye-ſalve, that thou maiſt ſee, Rev. 3. 17,|w. 
18. ]:lus Chritt 15 a mott faithful Friend and | th: 
Phyſician, will certainly give very fſeaſonable | mi 
counſel and advice : he is called the wonderful | wi 
Connſellor, Iai. 9. 6» Open thine heart, and |6n 
liſten to the counſel which Chriſt gives to thee 3 | 
he will infirut thee how to mortific thy fins 3 |ch1 
he will teach thee how to improve Ordinan- | thi 
ces, to perform Duties, to exercile thy graces; | in! 
he will teach thee in all reſpeRs to order ghy |cor 
eonverſation aright, and to improve all the | et 
Diſpenſations of his Providence towards thee; me, 
Take] 


| your fear comes 
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Take but Chriſt: coun(el and advice, and thou 
canſt never do amiſs :; for he is wiſe in heart, 
and communicative of his wiſdome, ' never 
fails any that truſt and fee k to him for coun. 
and advice ; Read Fames 1.5. If any of you 
want wiſdom, let bim askit of God, who gives 
to all men liberally, and wpbraideth n» man, and 
it ſhall be given to him, But know this, that 
Chriſt cannot endure to have his counſe! flight- 
edz to do this would highly dilpleale nim. 
Road Prov. 1. 24, Oc. I called - but ye 
woul1 have none of my counſels Therefore I 
alſo will laugh at your calamity. and mock when 
The: ſhall they call, bua T 
will not anſwer -—- for th-t they bated hnow- 


[ledge — they would wore 'f my counſels —— 


Therefore ſhall they eat of tle fruit of their own 
way, «nd be filled with their own devices. If 
thou wilt not open to Thri i's counſels, thou 
mayecſt follow thine own devices, and ſee what 
will be the end of it, Pſal. $1. 11, 12+ write 
out the Text. | 

4+ Open thine Heart to the rebukes and 
chatiiſements of Chrit; Be not too wile in 
thine own conceit,' as to think that Chriſt can 
finde no fau]e'with thee ; But as David ſpeaks 
concerning the Rightcous, ſo do thou from thy 
vety heart (ay, Let the Righteow, Chiilt, ſmite 
me, it ſhall be @ kindneſs > = him reprove me, 
; q 2.1 » 


n is 
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it ſpall be an excelent oyl, which ſhall not break, 
my head. Though thou knowelt betore hand 
that he will finde fault with thee at his com- 
ing, yet be never the more afr:id to let him in, 
nor be thou wceary'of his rebukes. Itis un- 
pleaſant diſcomſe ( many times ) when our 
Frierds rip vp our faults, and tell us of them 
but it is really our fault fo to account it ; for 
ie is the real part of a Friend to reprove ws, and 
uot to ſuffer ſia up0# our ſils, However it may 
be uoplcalant, yet it is toth necfary and fafc, 
It argues a more *han ordirary love of Chriſt 
towards the , if he deal thus fiithfully with 
thee : for whom he loves be rebukes and cha- 
ens, REV. 3+» 19- Let thy Heart therefore be 
open, ready, znd willing to receive and em- 
br:ce his moſt ſcvere rebukes ; Aud take it as 
a kiodne(s from him that he will rebuke thee-; 
for it is a picce of b'cfl:dne(s. Bleſſed is the 
man rom the Lord rebukes and chatens, and 
zeacheth bim-uut of bis Law, Pſal. gg. 12. Da- 
vid having found the benefit ot this,. ſaith, 
Pſal. 119+ 75+ 1 know, O Lord that thy judge- 
ments are right, and that thou in faithfulneſs 
bſt affiiied me. Avd v. 71. It is good for me 
tbat I have been affl led, &&c. And the Apo- 

file tells us, that though #0 affliion be for the 
preſent joyous but greivons , yet afterwards it 


. works the peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs in| 
| them|--* 


mn» A 
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them that are exerciſed thereþy. Hb. 12. 11. 
opzn theretore thy Heart to the r-bukes of 
Chriſt, and willingly receive them. 

. Open to the comforts of Chriſt, We 
fd that when Chriſt came to his Diſciples 
when they were met together, his firſt ſaluta-> 
tion which he gave them was, Peace be wrto 
you, Luke 24. 36. And truely where Chritt 
comes into th: Soul, he brings true inward 
{piritual pzace along with him, and freely b:- 
ſtows it upon his Spouſc. But yet, ſuch is 
the pron:n:(s of our natures to unbelicf, that 
we many times rcfulc, th2 comiorts which 
Chritit brings, and do not app'y them to ce 
ſeives. Sinners indecd do many times (natch 
prcſump:uoutly at theſe comforts, which do 
not of right b=tong unto tnem3+inor mdeed 
are thiy o03:rcd by Cirilt toth:m. Bur the 
Peop!c of God foin:tizs, through a fooliſh - 
and (in'ul modeity rxetuſc, or at leaſt are 2+ 
fraid to take and apply choſe comforts wh.ch 
Chriſt at his c:ming brings with him 5 mice 
mach tn:t Chriſt is torced to invite, an1 cn» 
treat them to accept of them, as his free gitts 
which he is really willing and dclirous to be- 
ſtow upon them. This is really a fault in pe-1- 
tot flhaners3 tor Chrilts r:al d ligne ta come 
Ing. 1.10 give that which may b< tne (urelt 20 | 


bcit ground of cvcrlafting peace and comtore 


2 £0 
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to the Soul. I he convirce of and. reprove| 
for fin, and thereby caule {cr10w and {adnefs]. 
in the Soul, this fcarching is but ip order to], 
the healiog of ther woura, that they may afs,. 
terwares nave.more {old reace and..comfort.| 


; Tf he: frown, it. is bur co make his (miles the 
more pleaſant, and make us to prize chem the 


, More. If he call us to, and put us upon more| 


difhcult, and (to the fl:(h) unpleaſant work, 
it is but that thercby he may honour us the 
. more , and his cmtortable preſence ſhall be 
with us init. If he cafi us down for a time, 
he will becarc{ul that we be vot overwhelmed 
' with too much ſorrow, and will in due tirne 


lite us up ;. xctulr not therefore his comforts], 


which are the deſigne of all his carriage tos 
wards thee whativer Chriſt doth , and how- 
ever he may (cm to cany cowards thee 4 the 
. ultimate «nd ot ai! is to do thee good, and 
comfort thee 3 and therefor: hath promiſed, 
. Rom. 8. 28, That allthings (hail work, together 
for good to them that love God: 

6. Open to thc love ot Chriſt, I did per- 


| ſwade you before to open and enJarge your | 


Hearts in love towards Chritt. But now I ad- 


. viſe you to opgn your hearts to receive his love. |, 


When Civitt comes and manitcfis r:al tokens 
and demonfirations of his diſticguiſhing cver- 


laltiag iovc,do not you deſpiſe cx reject theſe, | 


Ic 
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'Yt is an hard matter to convince and p-rſwade 


. fome Chriſtians that Chriſt loves them , or at 
leaft that his love is real and diſtinguiſhing, 
"fuch as be bears to his own children or Spoule. 
"They will cafily grant that they love him, but 
cannot ſo ealily believe that he loves them. 
But I would ask ſuch a Soul this quettions 


How .cameft thou thus to love Chriſt ? It thyr 
love be rea], it is onely a reflcx.b-cam of Chrift 


his love to thee + he muſt neccflarily love thee 


| before thou canſt love him ; For certainly there: 


was a time when thou didit hate, as all unrege-" 
nerate perſons do 3 and who made thee then? 
to differ either from others, or from what rhoa- 


, thy {clt once was? It can be noihing elle bur 
' his love ſhed abroad in thy Heart, Chis is 


the argument plcaded, Ezeh.16. 1-to the 15 6 
Love is an affection not to. be torced, bue to be: 
drawn, as is intimated, Cant. $. 7. If a man 
would give all the ſubſtance of bis bouſe for love, 
it would utterly be contemned. And it muſt be- 
drawn by the diſcovery of ſome ſuirable and 
delirable excellevcy in the object t.luved, 


. that may anſwer the need or dctice of the 


Soul that loveth. The Soul finding it 1e}F 


. empty or void of ſomething that might tend; 
, to the compleating of its happincls ( tor itap- 
. pine(s conſiſts in the fulvefs of the. Soul when 
" it wants nothing; whilc it wants avy thing it is 


not 
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not complcatly happy ) upon this diſcovery 
of emprineſs in ic (clf, fecks out where ſuch a 
thing mzy be had 3 and finding Jeſus Chriſt 
fo be that all-ſuthcicnt object which may every 
way an{wer the nz:d and, emptineſs of the 
Soul, loves him, with a love of deſire and car- 
neſt longing after him, as th: oncly perſon, 
the enjoymcnt of whom can make her abſo- 
Jutely and p.rtetly happy. And fo far as the 


can enjoy him, (> far ſhe is delighted and fa- 


tisfied with him. This is the eruc notion of love, 
and it thy love to Chrilt be right,!t 1s fuch a love 
as £1115, 

It ih rcfore upon the diſcovery of Chritts 
exccllency and peri:dion, anfwcrable to thine 
imdigence and empriacls, thy foul doth truely 
love Chtiſt, | would gladiy kaow, who dii- 
cover:d to thee tins perfection and fuirab'e- 
neſs in Chrili? {who 15 fo gencra!lly difpiled in 
the world), And whodrcew out rhy hcart 1n 
ſove to Chriſt, upon this account ? Surely it 
mult, it can be none but Chriſt, and it he thus 
with loving kindneſs have drawn thee, certain» 
ly it is becaule He hath loved thee with an ever- 
laſting love, Jer. 3i- 3\ Thou haſt I:(G realon 
theretore to queltion the real love of Chiilt to 
thee, than toqueliion the r:ality of thy love 
to him : Opcn therefore thy heart freely to 
the love of Chriſt, and inlicad of queſtioning 

| tic 
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the reality of Chriſts love to thee, rather ſtudy 
how thou mailt by returns of love and: thank- 
ſul obzdience an{wer (1 great Tove as he hath 
manifcſted towards thee. Study to improve 
and highly prizc his love 5 for he hiſt loved 
thee, or elle thou couldeſt not have loved him 
at all, 

7. And laſtly, Open to the company and 


{preſence of Chrilt: If Chriſt come to thy 


door, and wculd come in and afford thee his 
company, in any Orainznce, br by any Pro» 
vidence, whether in publick, private, or fc- 


i fits | cret ; Opcn to him, Ict him in, let him have 


thy company, lct him (ec all the parts of thine 
heart, hide nothing from him, deal as Heze- 
- | kiah did with the Babyloniſh Embaſladoss, 
(h:wed them all that was in hjs houſe, hid 
no:hing fiom them So d:al thou by Chriſt ; 
fully unboſlome thy telt to him, improve thy 
tim2 with him, and intereſt in him to the 
belt advantage, reveal to him thy ſecrets, 
confeſs to nm thy fins, acquaint him with 
thy wants.feck counicl and advice irom him in 
all chy d:ithcuities, ſtrength 10 all thy weak- 
neſſes, ſupport undc: a}: thy burdens, vicory 
in all thy temptations, comiort inall thine 
adverfitics, a ſanGifi.d uſe 0: and a ſealonable 
deliverance out ot ail thy troubics. Bcg to be 
guided by his counſel here, the continuance 


of 
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of his preſence with thee alwaies even to + 
end, and thy ſafe reception and condud@ y- 
glory. And if thou thus open to Chriſt, <. 
neftly defiring and being treely willing that + 
(ſhould work all thy works in thce and for 
thee, he will cone in wnto thee, and will ſup 
with thee, and thou with him . Will teaſt thee 
with his Graces here, and will crown all thy 
grace with Glory hcicatter. 


FINIS. 


for 


